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centers prepared 160 missing k 


Bush expletive caught 
by mike at G-8 summi 


4 SST PETERSBURG, RUSSIA— 
A microphone picked up an 


Davao broadcaster i 
killed; the 8th this year POOR LLP P l N E DAILY 


By Eldie S. Aguirre i i 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


DDIGOS CITY, DAVAO DEL SUR—FIFTEEN MINUTES 
after he signed off the alr, radio commentator Ar- 
mando Pace got on his motorcycle and sped away. 
He didn't know he would never reach his destination 
and that he had made his ast broadcast 

As the hard-hitting broadcaster, popularly 


‘TRAIL OF DEVASTATION: Many parts of Lebanon, particular! 
offensive on its northern neighbor. This explosion near Beirut was reported by Lebanon TV as an Israt 
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such thing happened even as it had not ruled out a massive ground assault to crush the Hezbollah mil 


Palace: We’ll 
go same old 
merry way 

with bishops 


By Gil C, Cabacungan jr. 


DESPITE THE BROUHAHA OVER MALA- 
cafiang’s alleged wining, dining and brib- 
ing of bishops, Palace officals say they 
will not think twice about going on with 
theirmerry old ways. 

“I don't think there is anything to be de- 
fensive about the situation,” said Special 
‘Adviser on Political Affairs Gabriel Claudio 
in reply to an Inguinen text message on the 
prelates’ concerns about the propriety of 
giving favors to members of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philippines as 
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DNA in panties, 
condom matches 
Nicole’s, says expert 
By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A FORENSIC ANALYST FROM THE 
Philippine National Police yesterday 
took the stand and disclosed in court for 
the first time that DNA was present in 
two pieces of evidence that prosecutors 
deemed crucial in pursuing the rape case 
filed by a Filipino woman against four 
US Marines. 

Dr Francisco Supe Jr, chief of the PNP 
Crime Laboratory's DNA Analysis Sec- 
tion, told Makati Judge Benjamin Po- 
zon's court that the DNA of complainant 
“Nicole” was found in samples of “bio- 
logical fluid” found on the panties she 
was wearing on the night of Nov. 1, 
2005, and in the condom purportedly 
used by accused Lance Cpl. Danie! Smith 
in committing the alleged rape, 

DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is a ma- 

DNAINPANTIES/ A2 


kmamar amaaa 


Y is 


FEARLESS VIEWS 


unaware US President George 
W. Bush saying on Monday 
‘that Syria should press 


Hezbollah queria "to stop 
doing this shit" as he and 


British Prime Minister Tony 
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he suburbs of the capital city Beirut, are in various states of devastation as Israel continues its all-out 
ilitary aircraft that was shot down, But Israeli military claimed no 


Lim tells court: No water, no light 


By Armand N. Nocum 


BRIG. GEN. DANILO LIM YESTERDAY 
asked the Court of Appeals to order his 
release, calling his detention ilegal and 
saying that no formal charges had been 
brought against him in connection with 
an alleged plot to oust President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo in February. 


‘The sacked commander of the elite 
First Scout Rangers Regiment also said 
that the Army's maximum security cen- 
ter in Tanay, Rizal, where he was brought 
‘on July 11 lacked basic amenities, 

“The facility itself is really not pre 
pared to accommodate detainees. No 
water, no light, no facilities. Even the 
guards themselves have been telling 


me that they were not prepared to re- 
ceive us. They were told that they were 
going to receive us on that same day,” 
Lim said. 

Lim's lawyer, Vicente Verdadero, told 
the appellate court's 16th Division under 
Associate Justice Fernanda Lampas Per- 
alta that under the Articles of War, he 
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owhere to run 


Insufficient 
resources 
delay exodus 


By Nikko Dizon 


AS TENS OF THOUSANDS 
of foreigners were fleeing the 
Israeli bombardment of 
Lebanon in one of the biggest 
mass evacuations since 
World War II, thousands of 
Filipinos yesterday remained 
trapped in the country, their 
embassy increasingly isolat- 
ed after cellular phone net- 
works were knocked out dur- 
ing bombing raids. 

‘The Israeli air strikes (Story in The 
World, Page A28), which have killed 
more than 200 people, left the Philip- 
pine Embassy with only three landlines, 
a fax line and satelite phone working! 
Officials appealed to families of the 
stranded Filipinos to stop bombarding 
the embassy with calls so the lines could 


be used for more urgent communica- 
tion. 


Hotlines to call: 
‘A 24-hour operations center in Pasay 
City will entertain questions from 
OFWs and their families. The center's 
hotline numbers are 833-6992, 
551-1560 and 0917-898-5992). 
‘The Philippine Association of Mediter- 
ranean Agencies Deploying Labours 
(Pamade) has also opened its own 
hotline: 522-4416 


One diplomat showed a touch of hu- 
mor in the bleak situation. Asked what 
would happen if the landlines ceased 
working, he said: “Then, we'll kneel and 
pray and communicate with God.” 

OFWs: NOWHERE) A21 


One of best-armed PNP units may be in Isabela 
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ARMED TO THE TEETH: The Santiago City police in Isabela during a drill demonstrate the high-powered guns worth 
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By Villamor Visaya Jr. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


SANTIAGO CITY—WITH THEIR LATEST ACQUI- 
sition ofat least 96 high-powered firearms, includ- 
ing 20 AK-47 assault rifles, the 135-strong city po- 
lice force may be one of the best armed law en- 
forcement units in the country today. 

The guns, worth P2.8 million, were purchased 


council 


EFS 


P28M, including 20 AK-47 assault riles, donated by the city government led by Mayor Amelita Navarro. 


z and donated to the police force by the city govern- 

ment, led by Mayor Amelita Navarro, amid 
charges by her political rivals that the transactions 
were “railroaded” in a spe 


session of the city 


Im Quezon City, Camp Crame officials welcomed 
the donation yesterday but quickly added that 
their arsenal did not include the AK-47, an assault 
rifle created by Russian Mikhail Kalashnikov in the 
1940s and the favorite weapon of the communists 
inthe Vietnam War. 

“We do not issue AK-47s, We do not have bullets 
for AK-47s [in storage]. That's the problem,” said 
Chief Supt. Prudencio Regis, deputy chief of the 
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Lacson: Bolante may have misused US food aid 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and Leila B, Salaverria 


THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT MAY 
be holding on to Jocelyn ‘Joc-joc” 
Bolante because US funds were part of 
the P728 million used in the fertilizer 
fund scam, Sen. Panfilo Lacson claimed 
yesterday. 

Lacson said he had received informa- 
tion that the former agriculture under- 


Fi 


secretary might be indicted for a federal 
offense for misappropriating US finan- 
cial aid to Philippine agriculture. 

‘The senator also raised the possibility 
that ranking administration officials, both 
elected and appointed, would be facing 
charges before a US federal grand jury. 

“It seems that part of the P728 million 
that Joc-joc misappropriated came from 
the US agricultural aid program to the 
Philippines. So he may be indicted for a 


paranman SMTA 


i » 


federal offense along with his cohorts in 
the country, which could include his 
principal,” Lacson said. 

“We may have a situation where some 
very high elective and appointive offi- 
cials in our government might face a US 
grand jury for corruption and fraud,” he 
said. 

A source knowledgeable of the fertiliz- 
er fund scam said the US govemment 
had released around $10 million in offi- 


cial development assistance (ODA) 
funds for Philippine agriculture pro- 
grams, 

“The US government has a lot of expo- 
sure in the Philippines. One of the 
biggest exposures is supporting agricul- 
tural programs,” said the source, who 
asked not to be named because of the 
sensitive nature of the subject. 

“[As much as] $10 million has been 
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ONE OF THE ISSUES THAT PRESIDENT MACAPA- 
gal-Arroyo will focus on in her State of the Nation 
‘Address on July 24 will the decentralization of 
funds for the development of the country’s planned 
“super regions,” according to a Malacafiang official. 


Luzon for agriculture, Central 
Philippines for tourism, Central 
Luzon, Mimaropa and the Bicol 
regions for major infrastructure. 

“Youll see the Sona concen- 
trate on that,” he said. 

Yap said transferring national 
funds to the so-called super regions 
‘would generate employment and 
investment in these areas and thus 
jump-start development there. 

“When you bring down more 
funds to super regions, you actu- 
ally capacitate [sic] them to do 
more local projects critical to 
them. That creates jobs in the lo- 
cal level and that is a signal to the 
private sector to invest,” said Yap. 

He said job generation has al- 
ways been the focus of the Presi- 
dents state ofthe nation addresses. 

Yap said he hoped the Presi- 
dent's Sona would be received 
well and heeded. 

He said he hoped “it can be tak- 
enas, [and] seriously accepted as 
marching orders on where we in- 
tend to go.” 

He said “things are really look- 
ing up,” noting that the economy 
grew in the first quarter, revenue 
Collections were up, the peso was 


B. Salaverria and DJ Yap 


“The President is going to be 
concentrating on decentralizing a 
Jot of funds,” Arthur Yap, chief of 
the Presidential Management 
Staff chief and presidential advis- 
er on job creation, told the Bu- 
Jong Pulungan forum yesterday. 

Yap said there were enough funds 
from revenue collections and eam- 
ings for Malacaiang to put in more 
{vestments into the development of 
the socalled “super regions.” 

‘The President last week identi- 
fied four regions to be turned into 
investment and development ar- 
eas North Luzon (to include the 
Tloegs and Cagayan Valley regions 
and:the Cordillera Administrative 

gon, including the provinces of 
Auróra and Nueva Ecija), Metro 
Luzo (Central Luzon and Cal: 
abarzon regions and Metro Mani- 
la), Central Philippines (Mi- 
maropa, Bicol, Western Visayas 
and Eastem Visayas) and Min- 
danao (the Zamboanga Peninsula, 
Northern Mindanao, Davao, Soc- 
sargen and the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao). 

Yap yesterday indicated the 
likely development focus of each 
region—Mindanao and Northem 
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Sona: Funds for 


stable and unemployment had 
slightly gone down, among other 
indicators. 

But groups opposed to the Pres- 
ident believe they already know 
‘what she will say in the Sona. 

“She won't be crowing about 
the accomplishment of her past 
Sona promises. Instead, she'll fo- 
cus on the supposed destabiliza- 
tion attempts against her” said 
Wilson Fortaleza, spokesperson 
ofthe Laban ng Masa. 

“In the past, she used to talk 
about how she improved the 
economy, or how she delivered 
on her promises. But now her be- 
ingan economist won't work any- 
more, she won't have anything to 
be proud of,” Fortaleza told a 
press conference called by Laban 
ng Masa, the Freedom from Debt 
Coalition and Sulong. 


Looking silly 

He said Ms Arroyo would likely 
talk about crushing the commu- 
nist insurgency in keeping with 
the “all-out war” she recently de- 
clared against the communists. 

“Shell also talk about the in- 
volvement of the opposition and 
all the erties of her administra- 
tion," he added 

Militants said the President 
would “only look silly” if she were 
to paint a rosy picture of the 
economy, citing the many sup- 
posed negative indicators. 

Fortaleza said the value-added 
tax on oil and power has “harshly 
[affected] the lives of the people.” 

“Under the administration of Ms 
Arroyo, the cost of power has almost 
doubled to P9 per Kilowatt hour 
from PS per kilowatt hour before she 
signed the Elearic Power industry 
Reform Act into law in 2001,” said 
FDC president Ana Maria Nemenzo. 

‘The FDC said power rates in the 
Philippines are the second highest in 
Asia. The county also has the third 
highest industial electricity, rates 
and seventh highest household pow- 
‘er ratesin the worl, i said. 

As a prelude to the protest 
marches during the Sona, the FDC, 
Laban ng Masa and Sulong wil 
hold a day of protest against the 
VAT on oil and power on July 20. 
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‘super regions’ 


Metro on high alert 


for GMA 


By Luige A. del Puerto, Jocelyn R. Uy 
and Norman Bordadora 


POLICE PLACED METRO MANILA ON HIGH 
alert yesterday amid intelligence reports that 
communist rebels would stage grenade attacks 
during President Macapagal-Arroyo's State of the 
Nation Address to Congress next week. 

Vidal Querol, the National Capital Region po- 
lice director, said the Philippine National Police 
had information that New People's Army rebels 
would infiltrate planned anti-Arroyo protest 
marches during the Sona on July 24 and foment 
violence 

The high alert means all police forces in the 
capital will be refused leave and will be in 
precincts at all times. 

Querol said a certain “Ka Angie,” an alleged NPA 
leader in Mindoro, would be leading a small group 
that would ty to slip into Metro Manila for the Sona. 


‘Monitoring points’ 

He said police have set up “monitoring points” 
in Batangas province to intercept the group 
Which threatens "to lob grenades into the ranks of 
rallies in case of dispersal.” 

He pointed out that explosives were seized by 
the police from a group of protesters in Northern 
Luzon duting last year’s Sona. 

“Tm very much concerned because [the report] 
is very specific,” Querol said. 

“The information that we have just received is 
that they will come from Mindoro and land in 
Batangas, and from there, it would be easy to pro- 
ceed to Metro Manila,” he said 

Querol said there were as yet no indication 
that the NPA special operations group had 
reached the capital 

Militanes have dismissed the report as part of gov- 
ement psy-war operations to cow people imo stay- 
ing home rather than joining the street protests. 

The Bagong Alyansang Makabayan said it was 
hoping to mobilize at least 10,000 people for the 
Sona protests. 

Querol said check points had been set up 
around the capital to guard critical sites such as 
petrol depots, power, water and communications 
facilities and bus and train stations. 

‘About 13,000 police officers and 1,000 sol- 


address 


diers would be fielded around the Batasan Pam- 
bansa complex, Malacañang and several Army 
and police camps, he said. 

Some security officials claimed the threats had 
been reduced by the arrest of six fugitive officers ofthe 
Magdalo group this month in a raid near the Congress 
buiding. But Querol said he did not want police to be 
caught flat-footed if something happened. 

Police said they were expecting rogue soldiers 
and NPA rebels to take action after the govern- 
ment moved against some politicians, diplomats, 
soldiers, business leaders, bishops and priests. 

Three prominent businessmen, linked to a 
failed plan to seize power in February, were sum- 
moned for questioning this week by the National 
Bureau of investigation on suspicion they funded 
the moves against Ms Arroyo. 

Bayan said it was granted a permit by the Que- 
zon City government to march from the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines to the Ever Gotesco mall on 
Commonwealth Ave. on July 24. 

“It appears that the rally site is being pushed far- 
ther and farther from the Batasang Pambansa,” 
said Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes. 


Militants not allowed 

Militants fear that they will be barred from go- 
ing to the rally site, even if the demonstration it- 
self would be let alone, he said. 

“The psy-war operatives of the PNP and AFP 
are working overtime to fabricate new conspira- 
cies and plots that may be used as a basis to can- 
cel the permits,” Reyes said. 

“And like the previous rallies, the PNP might 
block vehicles or prevent people from leaving 
their schools and communities to get to Com- 
monwealth,” he said. 

He said police blockades and “other forms of 
harassment” have been a perennial problem for 
militants from the Southern Tagalog.and Central 
Luzon regions uying to get into Metro Manila. 

Querol said protesters from the countryside 
would simply be checked and allowed to proceed 
“within a reasonable time.” 

The police director said large protest actions 
and demonstrations by groups coming from a 
wide spectrum of independent and cause-orient- 
ed groups, including party-list groups, were tra- 
ditionally expected during the Sona. 
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Libyan 
package 
PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo last 


night announced a 
package of goodies 


she gor from her state 
visit to Libya, which 
included clinching 
high-paying jobs 
there for Filipinos, 

At her Cabinet meet- 
ing shortly upon arriv- 
ing from Libya, the Pres- 


ident tokd her Cabinet 


e 
FUSO TOW CARGO TRUCK, 


members that she was 
able to secure a bilateral 
agreement from ‘pol 
that would benefit 
health care workers and 
constrcion workers, 
“The minister of 
labor will give the re- 


AUCTION DATES: 
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quirements in Au- 
gust,” President Ar- 
royo said. 

She also disclosed 
that the Bank of 
Libya was financing 
P40 billion worth of 
construction projects 


over which Filipinos 
will have priority. 
The President said 
that she was also able 
to get a provision 
“where Libya and the 
Philippines will joint- 
Jy work to protect the 
welfare of Filipino 
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workers there.” 

There are 7,000 
Filipinos working in 
Libya. 

President Arroyo 
and her pary arived at 
6:45 pam. last night af- 
ter a two-day state visit 


FAX NO.: (047) 252-5569 


BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 * (02) 920-0810 
SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711- 


270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 726: 


to Libya, where she 
heid among others a 
meeting with Libyan 
leader Col, Moammar 
Gadhaf. Christine O. 
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Angel Aquino, Mother 

7 St. Luke's International Institute for Neurosciences Patron 

[When her daughter was diagnosed with hydrocephalus 11 years ago, Angel Aquino knew where-to get 

[the best medical treatment. "I wanted the’ best treatment and attention for my daughter" says ‘Angel : a 

| Aquino. "The first thing thot come to my mind was St. Luke's Medical Center" f Lae H 
l 

a 

i Angel's daughter successfully underwent brain’ surgery at St. Luke's International Institute -for F n 

|. Neurosciences. "The doctors and nurses were-reolly helpful and attentive. They're very thorough in caring ka 
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for patients, especially children," Angel says. 


"St. Luke's state-of-the-art medical equipment matters a lot, especially when it’s your daughter's life on the 
line. lh glad | didn't have to bring my daughter abroad for medical treatment. Filipinos are very fortunate 
that one of the world's best hospitals.is right here in the country,” says Angel. 


"Im glad'1 brought my daughter to the best doctors and the best hospital in-the Philippines- 
St. Luke's Medical Center." 
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2 religious leaders vouch for Tonyboy Ombudsman 


TWO RELIGIOUS LEADERS—EL SHADATS 
Bro. Mike Velarde and Radio Veritas president Fr. 
Anton CT Pascual—threw their support behind 
businessman Antonio “Tonyboy” O. Cojuangco- 
against allegations he was one of the supporters 
and financiers of a recent destabilization attempt 
against the government. 

‘Velarde, the head of the charismatic Catholic 
movement, said in a radio interview over Radio 
Veritas, said he was sad that the good name of a 
respected businessman has been dragged into 
politics. 

know Tonyboy Cojuangco personally and 

the one linking him to destabilization has not per- 
sonally talked with Cojuangco," Velarde said. 
“Dragging names of business leaders into politics 
SAE E 
Cojuangco was recently implicated in the pro- 
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duction ofthe tape wherein Brig. Gen, Danilo Lim 
ofthe Army Scout Rangers was seen and heard to 
have withdrawn his support from Pres. Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo in the foled Feb. 24 coup attempt, 

Pascual, in a statement said, "the least that we 
need is another round of random Enger pointing 
and accusations against people, especially no- 
table captains of indusry, who have, for the 
longest time helped ster the economic ship of 
this counery to sae shores” 

Pascual said “the recent accusations leveled 
against businessman Tonyboy Cojuangco, for al- 
Jeged involvement in the February coup is a huge 
step backward.” 

He urged “people in authority to be more cir- 
‘cumspect in pointing accusing fingers at people 
who have contributed alt not ony to the coun- 
nys economic well-being but also to nation- 
building in general.” 
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probe violates 


Constitution, says lawyer 


By Nelson F Flores and Leila B. 
Salaverria 


‘THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
‘would be violating the Constitution if 
it persists in investigating impeach 
able officials like the commissioners 
of the Commission on Elections, ac- 
cording to the lawyer of the Comelec 
commissioner found liable for the 
controversial P1.3-million Mega Pa- 
cific poll modernization contract. 


Borra and the investigation of the 
other Comelec officials violated due 
process because she herself admi 
ted that the process was still incom- 
plete when she cited the need “to 
conduct a more exhaustive investi- 
gation.” 

“There can be no clearer case of 
Violation of due process, We cannot 
discount the possibility that the con- 
duct of a more exhaustive investiga- 
tion before the decision was issued 


Subjecting constitutional officers 
like his client, Comelec Commission- 
er Resurreccion Borra, to interroga- 
tion bya fiscal or by a prosecuting of- 
ficer of the Ombudsman's Office, 
would be tantamount to subjecting 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court or, worse, the President of the 
Republic, to the same process, said 
lawyer Gabriel Villareal 

“Chairman Benjamin Abalos Sr. 
and the rest of the Comelec commis- 
sioners would be doing their office 
and our people a great disservice if 
they submit themselves to a probe by 
an investigating body which clearly 
and by its own admission has no au- 
thority over impeachable officals,” 
said Villareal in a motion filed with 
the Ombudsman. 

Villareal said the Supreme Court 
itself has stared that constitutional 
officers cannot be investigated or 
prosecuted by any other method ex- 
cept impeachment, not because they 
are immune from criminal liability, 
“but due to the fact that there is a 
procedural requirement under the 
Constitution that must be followed.” 


could have yielded evidence and 
conclusions favorable to the respon- 
dents," Villareal said, 


Willing to present evidence 

Meanwhile, Comelec chair Ben- 
Jamin Abalos yesterday said he was 
willing to present evidence to show 
that the agency did nothing wrong in 
approving the P1.3 billion contract, 
but not before the Office of the Om- 
budsman. 

Abalos said the proper forum for 
the Comelec to present evidence to 
explain and defend itself would be 
the House of Representatives. 

While he respects the Ombuds- 
man's Office, Abalos said he did not 
recognize its jurisdiction over consti- 
tutional officials like Comelec com- 
missioners, which was the reason 
why he did not appear at a hearing 
on the issue set by the Ombudsman 
Jast week. 

“Tm willing to present evidence 
because we want to clear ourselves 
of charges, [but] the proper venue is 
the House of Representatives. We 
have to be impeached first like the 
President," Abalos told the Kapihan 
sa Maynila at the Manila Hotel. 

He said that if it were only up to 
him, he would have appeared before 
the Ombudsman to explain the Com- 
elec's side. However, he could not do 
so because the Comelec's position is 
that the Ombudsman has no jurisdic- 
tion over impeachable officials. 


spite the clear want or absence of au- 
thority, popular as it may seem in the 
near term, is setting a wrong prece- 
dent that will certainly undermine 
their office as well as the Comelec as 
an institution," he argued. 

“The Ombudsman cannot under- 
take the task of even investigating 
Comelec officials prior to any im- 
peachment proceeding, because this 
power rests solely with the House of 
Representatives," Villareal said. 

He noted titat the powers granted 
by the Constitution to the Office of 
the Ombudsman “significantly ex- 
cluded and withheld” the authority 
torecommend impeachment. 

The Ombudsman has summoned 
11 poll officials, including Abalos 
and Borra, in connection with its in- 
vestigation into the P1.3-billion con- 
tract awarded by the Comelec to the 
Mega Pacific consortium for the au- 
tomated counting of the 2004 vote. 


Factual Findings 

The high court nullified the con- 
tract on Jan. 13, 2004, and ordered 
the Ombudsman in May to deter- 
mine who should be held account 
able for the aborted deal. 

In an initial report earlier this 
month, the Ombudsman said there 
were “factual. findings” that the 
House of Representatives could use 
in an impeachment action against 
Borra. The Ombudsman also recom- 
mended further. investigation of 
Abalos, commissioners Mehol 
Sadain and Florentino Tuason, re- 
tired commissioners Luzviminda 
Tancangco and Ralph Lantion, 

Ombudsman Merceditas Gutier- 
rez also recommended the filing of 
charges against Eduardo Mejos, the 
chair of the Comelec bids and 
awards committee, and committee 
members Jose Balbuena Je, Lamber- 
to Lamas, Bartolome Sinocruz and 
Gideon de Guzman. 

Villareal said Gutierrez's decision 
to recommend the impeachment 


Same procedure 

The same procedure applies to 
members of the constitutional of 
fices like the Comelec, he said. 

He said the high court made it 
clear inlecaroz vs Sandiganbayan 
and Cuenco vs Fernan that Section 2, 
Article XII of the Constitution bars 
the removal from office of constitu- 
tional officers by any method other 
than impeachment. 

He cited another SC ruling, Cuen- 
co vs Fernan, seeking the disbarment 
of then Chief Justice Marcelo Fer- 
nan, that stressed that the removal 
from office of members of the high 
court “can be effected only through 
impeachment, and not indirectly 
through disbarment proceedings.” 

Villareal explained that the Con- 
stitution withheld the power to in- 
vestigate impeachable officials from 
the Ombudsman to shield the in- 
cumbents of constitutional offices 
from pressure from vested interests 
and harassment suits so that they 
can perform unhampered the consti- 
tutional mandate of their office. 

‘Submitting themselves ro the ju- 
risdiction of the Ombudsman de- 


Enjoy all the comfort, safety and luxury 
and still manage to smile with the aa 
s E “Fair. J 

Caravelle TDI’s 14 kms to a liter papa me a ERRI 
was nothing irregular in the con- 
tract’s approval. He said Mega Pacif- 
ic got the deal “fair and square,” 
pointing out that none of the losing 
Eiders had complained about the 
He said he was hoping the Com- 
cles would soll be able to use the 
counting machines it got from Mega 
Pacific, but Congress would have to 
pass a law giving the Comelec the 
authority to use whatever technolo- 
gy it deems appropriate for elec- 
The automated counting ma- 
chines have been stored in a ware 
Buse and are being maintained by 
the Comelec despite the SC voiding 

of the contract. 


Take a privileged ride in a Caravelle 2.5 TDI Tiptronic with FULLY 
INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION for unmatched riding comfort. Its 
advanced diesel engine delivers a maximum power of 174 bhp @ 
3,400 rpm, torque maximum of 400Nm @ 2,000 rpm, and optimum 
fuel efficiency of up to 14kms to a liter. 


Nothing comes close to the ultimate luxury van. 
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August 14 - November 11, 2006 


Ateneo Professional Schools Building 
130 H.V. dela Costa St., Salcedo Village, 
Makati City 


Corrections 


IN THE JULY 18 ISSUE, labels were mistakenly interchanged in 
the inser, “Possible escape routes," ofthe front-page infographics, | 
“Flash Points in Israeli-Lebanese Conflict." The label, “From north 
of Lebanon to Syria, by land,” should have been labeled, “From 

irut to Cyprus, 5-6 hours by sea,” and vice versa, 
IN THE SAME ISSUE, the front-page banner story—"OFWs in 
Beirut flee to churches"—misstated the capital of Israel. The 
countrys capital is Jerusalem—not Tel Aviv 

Readers may send ther requests for correction of factual errors în writing 
to che Day Desk, Philippine Daly Inquirer, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati Cig, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk @inquirercom.ph 

Complaints about lack of faimess or objectivity may be sent ro Lorna 
Kalaw Tirol, readers" advocate, email address: readersadvocate@inguir- 
com. ph or fax Nos. 897-47.93/94, Arm: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
umber is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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Ateneo Graduate School of Business 
Center for Continuing Education 
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Philippine Institute for 
Supply Management 


For details and registration, call Ateneo - Francis de Leon at 830.2042, Marleth Calanog at 
840.1742 or email cce-abib@aps.ateneo.edu; PISM - Anne Punzalan-Saboya at 634.5955 
or email anne@pism.org/secretariat@pism.org. 
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THE ATENEO BRAND IS 
YOUR CAREER ADVANTAGE. 


apine Starter eSecurity System 


of speedy 
I-Card 
issuance 


‘THE BUREAU OF M- 
migration has assured 
the expatriate commu- 
nity that it was pre- 
pared to meet the rush 
of applications for the 
Alien Certificate of 
Registration (ACR) 1- 
Card following the an- 
nouncement of the 
Aug. 14 deadline for 
the conversion of pa- 
per-based cards to the 
‘modem -Card system. 

Immigration Com- 
missioner Alipio Fer- 
nandez said the BI 
had set up a one-stop 
action center at its In- 
tramuros office to en- 
sure resident foreign- 
ers that applications 
would be speedily 
processed. 

“The center assures 
convenience because 
documentary require- 
ments are evaluated 
and recommended for 
approval on the spot 
by assigned registra- 
tion officers,” Feman- 
dezsaid. 

Femandez added 
that an applicant who 
was due to leave the 
country could secure 
his ACR I-Card within 
the same day provid- 
ed that a photocopy of 
the plane ticket was 
attached to the -Card 
application, 

The ACR LCard isa 
state-ofthe-art paper- 
less documentation 
system that uses the 
biometrics technology 
to ensure efficient and 
tamper-proof man- 
agement of alien da- 
a. 
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The No.1 ife insurance company is also the most rusted. to recive awards. Call (02) 528-5555. www.ephilam.com 
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TOTHE REST OF THE WORLD. 


g UNIVERSAL ROBINA 
CORPORATION 


Universal Robina Corporation brands tke Chippy and C2 
have grown to represent the simple pleasures, fun and 
camaraderie of Philippine life: now, these distinctly Filipino 
brands are available to the rest of the world as well. 


Universal Robina Corporation has manufacturing facilities 
in strategic countries throughout Asia, making Jack'n Jill 
snacks the first ever Flipino-owned snack brands to be 
produced and sold widely throughout the region. 
Chances are, youl find familiar Jack'n Jil brands like 
Goud 3, Chooey Choco, Nips Magic Fakes, Dynamite and 
Roller Coaster in neighborhood stores throughout Hong 
Kong Singapore. Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia and 
‘China. These URC products are also being enjoyed in 
ther parts of the world, with exports to the Middle East, 
North America, Europe, Korea, Japan and Australia, 


Universal Robina Corporation is committed to bringing 
Filipino taste and culture worldwide, in line with 
JG Summit's vision to make life better, not only for 
Flipinos, but for the rest of the word, 


\Unversal Robina Corporation 
WEARE JG SUMMIT. 
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Power up your child's - ‘ GREAT SCHOOL EXPERIENCE As] WEDNESDAY, 
brain for the New foe BEGINS WITH BRAIN HEALTH | M=) bE te 


we : ‘Aches ability to enjoy all the Memory Pls is natural and kid- . 
everyday challenges 7 benefits of being in school is friendly. made from four powerful Review center 
of school work. dependent too on his health, both brain tonics Centella asiatica, 
A pecan Yars Bacopa monies, Lacthin and " aE 
fing child has tobe piyscaly ft DHA (Omega 3). 
fd well o go through te daily Centella asiatica (gotu kola) t 
school routine and interact with stimulates the nerves, improves a its givin 
chechen Similiy hs yowmg circulatory fonction and has e A 5 
mind has to be capable to ake on ineligence- promoting properties. is 1 ak 
the mental rigors of school from  panicilariy High in B-complex viamin nursing e 


participating actively in class to necessary for proper brain/nerve 


e e eere ae | Peete 
=i aes samasa | tO its students 
aE mcrimmce nore 
mopeedi i aia E Ey 
rea cinemas: |... 
vena e Steines | oy Aun Papa 
ee 6 aa er eee 
foro including a hearty breakfast ensures functioning of worn-out nerve cells. | THE CONTROVERSIAL R.A. GAPUZ REVIEW 
DAEA your child is getting the nutrition Lecithin contains choline that makes | Center has admitted that it gave its students a 
his growing body requires.  acetyicholine, main neurotransmitten | document containing exam topics the day be 
Tone aeea a eae 
J important as well. ‘You can also involved in memory. DHA (Omega | nations. 
J Nourish your child's help suppor his physical and 3) has been proven to improve | ““it's'press conference yesterday, Ray Ga 
4 brain naturally... meatal growth by giving him intellectual functioning of chidren | put oberon eee ae 
Start your chid avery moming supplements containing nutrients which impacts their IQ, school abilities | did not know if the 18-page manuscript was a 
sauraccucenemse Ried amre Meter Pas m aaia nome: ras | didnot know fhe 1 ape mana 
tnd gue him ine bast Syrup is a daily supplement that reduces inflammatory chemicals in the | 12K? and if it actually contained the exact 
Broparaton'orschoo Yeu caa give our seve cilren braun, Memory Pius caninin wg, | questions in the licensing exams, 
etna ‘as they adjust to a new academic adequate mix of all these ingredients, Gapuz said the document had been faxed 
meuga ce phytothora year and to new sets of pressures sothat your child gets sufficient amount | % him by a student and he approved its dis 
Lasin Ten OESEENTIT and challenges in school of each of the brain nutrients. g | Semination to other review students. 

‘The review center's policy, he said, was to 
review materials obtained by students from 
other sources before dissemination. This was 
BSa hepa oer eo uae 
only succeeded in “distracting” students. 

This time, however, Gapuz said he merely 
browsed through the manuscript, not bother. 
ing to make a thorough evaluation before ap- 
proving it for dissemination. 


=- = “I did not go through the nitty-gritty. I re- 
wning an Adventure is as easy as E T ae 
4 | June 10. Iwas asked to evaluate the paper. 


browsed through it (manuscript) and asked 


{my] students if they wanted a copy [be 
cause] they can use it as reference. Soit was a 
choice of the students—if they wanted to 
have a copy or not,” Gapuz said. 

He explained that it was common practice 
for students of different review centers to ex: 
change materials. 

“Students enroll in different review centers 
and they share materials. Our policy here is 
they should ask (our) permission if the mate 
rials can be read, distributed or not at all,” Ga- 


uz said 


No involvement in cheating 


He insisted that they were not involved in 
any cheating in the last nursing exam and that 
the alleged “leakage” might have come from 


rival review centers 

‘Asked ifthe topics in the document had ap- 
peared in the June 11 and 12 exam, Gapur 
replied: ‘Allegedly, sabi nila (That's what they 
sy)” 

He claimed that the alleged leakage in the 
last nursing board exam started when a group 
of students celebrated in a bar after the board 
exams. They boasted about their respective 


review centers high passing rates. 
2) Le presagi ia men 
j cal TY station claiming that there had been s 

leakage and named our company” 
monthly ae ek Lae peas i 
Baguio City petitioned the Profesional Regu 
{GLK Diesel) latory Commission (PRC) to place the mem 
bers ofthe Board of Nursing “under preven: 
tive suspension” for test leaks. Some 425 
members of the Philippine Nurses Association 

In. (PNA) joined them. 

‘The petitioners also asked the PRC 10 
stop the release of the test results until it 
could determine how some examinees 
identified with the R.A. Gapuz Review Cen. 
ter obtained handwritten samples of the 
rests. 

‘The complainants also alleged thatthe R.A 


Gapuz Review Center distributed answers 10 
Ge 7 ‘exam questions which they called “emergen: 
ee O n i r: cy drills," the night before the June 11 and 12 


board examinations. 
12000 r R.A. Gapuz, which has 16 review centers 
; r g $ | nationwide, has denied the allegations. 
(GLS Sport Diesel 7 ‘The results of the exams had not been re 
leased as reports said the PRC might nullify 
the exam and hold a re-take. 
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Wednesday, July 19, 2006 
15h Weekin Ordinary Time | 
1st Reading: 1s 10:5-7, 13-16 
Gospel; Matthew 11:25-27 
On one occasion Jesus said, "Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, 1 praise you, because 
EasyO you have hidden these things from the wise 
Now is the time to own the Mitsubishi Adventure with these amazingly affordable wi and leamed and revealed them to simple peo 
Paa ple. Yes, Father, this is what pleased you. 
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1 Gar piana oe pizo maistu er Ntsu modes fire, not glory to them. This is the God of 
oe a ‘centuries before Jesus. And Jesus brings a wis. 
dom and a knowledge of God that is of lowli- 
ess, service, the care of the most lacking and 
an eer hapete vulnerable. God is Leary paa and Jesus 
ET ST Be a ng aaa es aaa as ee Sa krape Spare aapne 
ae ne i Ex Rae ‘ways the victims: the murdered, despoiled by 
i nations, and the poor And no one knows this 
God but Jesus and who he chooses to reveal him 
to. Dowe ow this God of Jesus at all? 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2006 


By Alcuin Papa 


CIVIC GROUPS IN FAVOR OF SEX EDU- 
cation in the public schools yesterday 
called on the Catholic Church to be 
“more open and less judgmental” on the 
issue in order to make young people bet- 
“ter aware of their sexuality and help 
them make the right decisions in their 
lives. 

Tn a joint statement, the Democratic 
Socialist Women of the Philippines 
(DSWP), the Philippine Legislators 
Committee on Population and Devel- 
opment Foundation Inc. (PLCPD) and 
the Theia Initiative called on other de 
nominations and churches as well to 
do the same thing “in the face of exist- 
ing realities and help young people rise 
above the immorality of ignorance.” 

“Young people who can make intel- 
ligent decisions in life will, in the fu- 
ture, become more productive, respon- 
sible and well-rounded citizens and 
leaders. Surely this is something that 
parents, teachers, government officials 
and, more so, our church leaders will 
want to happen,” the groups said. 

‘The statement was signed by Eliza- 
beth Angsioco, DSWP national chair; 


Church urged: Be more 
open on sex education 


Ramon San Pascual, PLCPD executive 
director, and Giney Vilar, Theia Initia- 
tive executive director. Ir was released 
yesterday during a forum dubbed 
"Sex, Lives and Lesson Guides: The 
RHducation of the Filipino Youth” at 
the Sulo Hotel in Quezon City. 

The three groups cited the Univers 
ty of the Philippines Population 
tute (UPPI) survey conducted in 2002 
entitled the “Young Adult Fertility Sur- 
vey TM” which showed that a signifi 
cant number of young people were en- 
‘aging in premarital sex. 

“Their (Catholic Church) arguments 
should be based on evidence. They 
should see the reality of the issue. 
Times have changed. We all have our 
‘own responsibilities in protecting om 
children,” said UPPT’ Dr. Corazon Ray- 
mundo at the forum. 

Raymundo said UPPI surveys 
showed that what young people knew 
about sex “does not correspond to 
their experience. There are many 
myths and misconceptions. Our sur 
veys have proven that sex education 
prevents initiation into premarital 
sex.” 

Elizabeth Pangalanan, executive di- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


rector ofthe Center for Integrative and 
Development Studies (UP-CIDS), sai 
‘young people had a right to informa- 
tion and education according to the 
c 


"What we have is the State conced- 
ing to one religion in matters related to 
reproductive heal 
education. The State 
these rights. The 
often exaggerated cert 
takes them out of context. What it 
needs is honesty and truth-elling, 
ften preach, regarding sex 
education,” Pangalanan said 

Muntink 
member of PLCPD, warned that the 
{government must set a “national poli- 
€y” on the issue of sex education or 
here will be “negative effects. 

He said that leaving sex education 
up to the parents would be “problem. 
atic” since there was a need to educate 
the parents, too. 

The three groups also asked the 
partment of Education to continue 


ly ing “Lesson Guides on 
‘Adolescent Reproductive Health.” 
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Practical Education for the Global Chet 


industry by giving you practical, hands-on education, equipping 
you with the much needed skills to excel in the global culinary 


Not only will you graduate highly competent and passionate 
with your craft, we'll make sure youll Bring fresh and young 
Teens as you face and rock the world 


Enrollment is on going for August intakes: 
Diploma in Culinary Arts and Management (2 yeors) 


1-Yeor Cerificate courses also available: 
Certtcate in Culinary Arts (1 year) 
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Miriam College, Northern Alberta institute of Technology 
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DIGITEL 


As the human need to stay coñstantiy in touch with one 
another grove stronger Digilel grows ever larger. After 
äs acquisition in 1993 by JG Summit Digite constructed a 
fully digital backbone transmission system through North 
and South Luzon to help, 

innovations to the countrys 
largest foed line provider in the ce 

vision, gives consu 

transmission and internet services. 


ing voice communication 
je, making it the second 
DagitelOne. its 

ss to high-speed 


This expansion continued with the launch of Digite" 
wireless arm, Sun Cellular, ts 24/7 Unlimited Service 
which allows unimited intra-network calls and SMS, has 
had a great impact on tarif charges in the county and 

ined consumer usage practices This was soon 
followed by even more groundreakang promovons, ike 
2417 Text Unlimited and Daylite Call & Text Unlimited. 
Other value-added services inctude Mobile Mail (vai) 
which gives subscribers constant email access, and The 
IDO Top 10, which offers US90.10 per minute cls to the 
US, China, Hong Kong, Canada, Singapore, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Brune, Guam and Macau 


With its extensive infrastructure and innovative servi 
Digitel stands ready to meet the increasing needs of 
human connectivity in the 21st century, true to |G 
Summit's vision to make a better life available to the 
Fono. 
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No coup plot; we didn’t want it to happen, Querubin tells NBI 


By Margaux C. Ortiz In his affidavit to the Ad Hoc Querubin also said he had Maj. Gen, Renato Miranda. been spending time with his sev- businessmen in the February inci- 
Investigating Committee of the not recruited any Marine per- Querubin also told reporters en children athome after he was dent, his lawyer Alberto Reyes 
“THERE WAS NO COUPPLOT” Armed Forces of the Philippines sonnel for the alleged coupat- that he knew businessman Iñigo placed under house arrest. said. 

Embattled Marine Col. Ariel (AFP), Querubin said he had tempt. Zabel personally and ihat he was My children ave always "My lent is very supportive of 
Querubin stressed this yesterday merely informed his superiorson ae not a coup financier. He said that looked up to me as their hero. It President Arroyo and he has not 
in denying thathe had played any the night of Feb. 23 of the junior ‘Spontaneous activity’ Zobel, who is in Spain, was the saddens me how they, especially been involved in any matter that 
part in anti-administration activi- officers’ plan to hold a peaceful “It is not my job to recruit be- godfather of his 12-year-old the younger ones, do not under- would destabilize the govem- 
ties last February. march on Edsa on Feb. 24, the cause fm already a senior officer daughter Faye and whatis happening.” Queru- ment,” Reyes added, ; 

juerubin appeared at the Na- 20th anniversary of the People I did not agitate anyone and 1am reas bin said, tears glistening in his Zobel, Cruz and ABC-S televi- 
sont Bonis d inaia to Power Revolution. against any bloody takeover of Spending time with children eyes, sion chair Antonio "Tonyboy” Co- 
answer questions related to the “If there was indeed a plan, the government,” Querubin He also denied he was stand- tape jangco had been named by for- 
NBI's probe of the failed Feb. 24 they (superiors) were able to pre- stressed. ing beside Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim Probe of alleged financiers mer Ambassador Roy Sefieres as 
coup attempt. vent and do something about it,” _ Querubin’s lawyer, Rodrigo Ar- in the controversial video that Construction magnate Philip being among the civilians who 

“I want everyone to know that said Querubin, who won the  tuz said thatthe standoffon Feb. showed the latter withdrawing Cruz is set to appear on Thursday had encouraged military officers 
there wasnocoupbecause wedid Medal for Valor for his bravery in 26 at Fort Bonifacio wasa sponta- support from President Macapa- to give his affidavit to the NBI af- to withdraw support from Ms Ar- 
not want it to happen,” Querubin combat against Moro insurgents neous act that resulted from the gal-Arroyo. tethisniamewas mentioned inan royo. All three have denied 
toldreportersinaninterview. in 2001. relief of the Marine commandant, Querubin added that he had NBI investigation into the role of Sefieres's claim. 


‘Beaver’ Lopez denies link to coup plot Davao broadcaster ... 


From page Al 
Luige A. del Puerto ‘The 38-year-old scion of one of planned to setup for their families. cationing. x z 
Yo de omy molii kaia | Thagwensler aredalestoad ec! “Lopes eid he wami ee ee ae te 
„MANUEL “BEAVER” LOPEZ, A recalled that he had previously ad- was giving millions of pesos to Mag- learn from newspaper reports in A 
son-in-law of ousted President mitted that his foundation, Saludo dalo soldiers and their relatives. Manila that he had been asked to two men aka on peas ae an 
“Joseph Estrada, yesterday denied sa Kawal Pilipino, had provided P2 “Everything was done in good appear for questioning by the two men also on a motorcy 
“aay involvement in the alleged milion in March for a cooperative faith,” said Lopez in a telephone Criminal Investigation and De- Pipine anes Atinghim. y 
„otto oust President Macapagal- which soldiers implicated in the interview with dzBB radio from tection Group of the Philippine 


prroyo. 2003 Oakwood mutiny had the United States, where heis va- National Police. Speaine cneiion 


on the concrete pavement. 


e A Pace, who often criticized corrupt, 

court: No water, no light = ===s= 

airompage Al a eee pee eae ee 
‘should be held in the barracks or = E 


ic ' r Macapagal-Aroyo took power in AND THEN THERE were 45 
C hiary quarters. 2001. He was the eighth joumalist journalists Killed since President 
“The government has admitted a. kiled this year. z 


that there were no formal charges f < By the mE peo oan eccinying ‘the seat 
filed against General Lim yet," also the 106th journalist to have broadcaster Armando Pac 
Verdadero said in a petition for ri ernat praen rbe ster lo Pace. 


habeas corpus filed by Lim's wife a was restored in the country in rushed him to the Davao del Sur 
Aloysia last week 1986 with the ouster of the late provincial hospital, where he 

The Si-year-old Lim, wearing d T dictator Ferdinand Marcos. died minutes later, Cabuhat said. 
a barong Tagalog and black , Pace's family refused to talk 
pants, was brought to the court “Most sued broadcaster’ about the killing but Cabuhat said 
following an order on July 14 by The unidentified killers es- investigators thought the murder 
Peralta. ; EEN caped. was work-related. 

‘Assistant Solicitor General Am- | &x nN k Pace was once imprisoned af-  Cabuhat said the police had 
paro Tang said that the charges ter being sued for libel. He would asked Radio Ukay to furnish them 
against Lim were being prepared. often brag that he was the most with recordings of Pace's radio 

| They stemmed from a move by A sued broadcaster with 99 libel programs to speed up the investi- 
| disgruntled soldiers allegedly led ‘suits. gation. 
| by Lim to withdraw support from 27 ‘ A “He was hit three times, once in Police were also looking for 
Ms Arroyo on feb. 24 in an at- Z p the neck and once in theleftbreast witnesses to help them identify 
tempt to force her to resign over fyg j just above the heart and once in the assailants 
claims she stole the 2004 presi- y the shouldes” said Chief Insp. Ce- K A 
dential election. The plot was ÈT sar Cabuhat, city police chief. Warning to media 
aborted after Ms Arroyo declared a4 i 3 5 Pace was gunned down shorly Media practitioners in Digos 
state of national emergency. f ; SA after he had hosted his 12:30-0-1 said Pace's death was a chilling 
See A p.m. daily commentary over Radio warning to them and a threat to 
‘Senga’s decision Ukay dxDS, a station owned by the the freedom of speech. 

‘Tang said there was “probable University of Mindanao Broadcast-  Carmelito Francisco, chair of 

cause” to charge Lim with violat- 


ae a el ing Network. the Davao City chapter of the Na- 
ing the Articles of War, including A ifi 


4 J tional Union of Journalists in the 
attempted mutiny, causing disor- feita AN Trailed by killers Philippines (NUJP), doubted that 


der detrimental to military disci- INVITED BY THE NBI for questioning, Marine Col. Ariel Querubin obliges. Pace, married and a residentof Pace's death would be solved. 
pline and conduct unbecoming of = . Barangay Tres de Mayo, wasshot Francisco cited previous attacks 
an officeranda gentleman. panel had recommended court- prepared, wewantthe truth!” living conditions at the detention with a-45-cal. pistol, police sald. against journalists that have re- 
She said this was the recom- martial proceedings against Lim Tang replied that the filing of facility in Tanay. He could not have been killed in mained unsolved to this day. 
mendation of the Provost Mar- and 19 Scout Ranger officers, ex- "cases in a military court was dif- Lim said he would welcome a more public place. Rizal Avenue Pace was the 8th journalist 
shall and that the Judge Advocate Marine commandant Maj. Gen. ` ferent from civilian courts, being rerumed to his Fort Bonifa- isa busy street used by motorists killed in the country this year, the 
General's Office had already re- Renato Miranda, Col. Ariel De los Santos said: “You are cio quarters. coming from other parts of M NUJP said. 
ferred it to AFP Chief of StaffGen. Querubin and 16 other Marine very fast in ordering his deten- The court gave the parties danao en route to General Santos On June 19, journalist couple 
Generoso Senga. officers and enlisted personnel. tion.” He added that if the mili- three days to submit their memo- City It is also where many com- George and Maricel Vigo were 
General Senga yesterday told Tang said it was Senga’s deci- tary leadership was slow in re- randa, after which thecasewould mercial establishments and the killed in Kidapawan City, some 90 
reporters that he would make a sion not to refer the matter fora ferring the matter for pre-trial be considered submitted for reso- Davao del Sur National High km north ofthis city. 
decision within the next 48 hours pre-trial investigation until the investigation, then it could be lution. School are located. Vigo was a stringer for the 
‘on the recommendation submit- completion of the investigationof unsure about its basis for the About 20 civilian members of Cabuhat said the killers could Union of Catholic Asian News, 
ted on July 7 by an eight-man. Querubin, whoisalsodetained. charges it is preparing against the Reform the Armed Forces- have followed Pace from the ra- while his wife hosted a program 
fact-finding board headed bythe pr Lim. Young Officers Union (RAM- dio station. over radio station dxND. 
AFP inspector general, Rear Adm. “What is the truth! “Pethapsthe chiefofstaffisnot YOU) picketed in front of the Ri AEA V tabs Gee 
Rufino Lopez. Associate Justice Eleazardelos convinced that General Lim did Court of Appeals expressing sup- Murder work-related in the Vagos’ slayings although 
Copies of a draft report earlier Santos asked Tang in exaspera- commit a crime?” De los Santos port forLim. With a report from After the gunmen fled, by- authorities say they have identi- 
leaked to reporters said that the tion: “What is the truth? Filed or said. He then asked Lim aboutthe | Dona Z. Pazsibugan sanders picked Pace up’ and fied some suspects 


Palace: We’ll go same old merry ways with bishops 


FrompageAl Michael Defensor said the gov- bishopswanted tobeenlightened that Malacafiang had arranged ing distributed cash gifts to the least prone to partisan grand- 
they held a plenary July 8-9 onthe ernment had a responsibility to on government policy. ‘what was described asa victory par- bishops during their plenary. standing, politicking and graft. 
worst political crisis to engulfPres- keep in constant touch with the “But I don’t think they will in- ty for proArroyo bishops after the x The national government nor- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo'sadminis- Church and provide for the needs vite us again with what hap- CBCP came out with a statement Nothing wrong mally courses its donations 
tration. of the least fortunate. pened. Bur if they ask us again, saying that it was “not inclined at Defensor flatly denied the Palace through local government units 
“The government will continue “This is part of the government's we will meet with them, we have the present moment to favor the had hosted a victory dinner forthe and nongovernment organiza- 
to regard bishops and otherchurch job no matter what the others say to explain," Defensor said. impeachment processasa meansof bishops and that no cash envelopes tions but Defensor said the ad- 
leaders as reliable moral guides about it," Defensor said. Claudio said it was importantto establishing the muth” of whether were given out by Palace emissaries ministration had been turned off 
and sounding boards for the for- ie eis continue the dialogue process de- Ms Arroyo manipulated the 2004 during the CBCP meeting. by their infighting and jealousies. 
mulation and implementation of Unappetizing picture spite critics painting an unappetiz- vote. Claudio said there was “noth- Defensor claimed that in- 
government policies that affectthe Defensor said that most of the ing picture of the Palace-Church The affair was supposedly ar- ing wrong” with channeling some _trigues were being sowed to dis- 
people at the community level, es- Palace meetings with the bishops meetings during the weeklong ranged by Fatima “Nena” Valdes, forms of government assistance credit the CBCP position against 
pecially the poor” Claudiosaid. were initiated by the Church CBCPzeteatand plenary. undersecretary for religious af- through the parishes since the the filing of a new impeachment 
Presidential Chief of Staff leaders themselves. He said the  Asource from the CBCP daimed fairs, who was also tagged ashav- bishops are deemed to be the case againstthe President. 


One of best-armed PNP units may be in Isabela 


From pagel ject the donation, alleging “illegal policemen. “Will she arm the police or her fidence that the police could now Crame and Napolcom and must 
and unlawful circumstances” in p private army? Ido not know who fight robbers and other criminals. be subjected to testing and evalu- 

PNP Directorate for Logistics. getting the city council's approval Police morale ‘will benefit from the (gun pur- aS ation, Regis said 

Therifle can fire600 rounds a for the deal. ‘The majority of thecity council chase]. She should have allotted Napolcom guidelines Senior Supt. Job Antonio, chief 
minute (10 bullets per second) The mayor dismissed her ri- members apptoved the resolu- that money for the communica- Although the purchase of am- of the logistics office's supply man- 
and can kill a person 1.5 km vals’ claims as baseless. She told tion to buy and donate the tion and transport facilities for munition has been decentral- agement division, surmised that 
away, according to Jane’s Guns the Inquirer that the guns were firearms, saying that “adequately policemen. That is a better op- ized—meaning each regional po- the AK-47 rifles were imported. 
Recognition Guide. Its maga- bought “at most affordable armed and equipped officers will tion," he said. lice unit can buy bullets as it sees Russia and China were among the 
zine capacity is 30 rounds and prices.” increase the morale of the police  SPO4 Loriel Mamaclay, SWAT fit—Regis said the National Po- counties that produce it, be said 
its cartridge is wider than those" Unfazed by the complaint, force and such will redound to team leader, said the guns would lice Commission had „already The logistics officers agreed 
of other high-powered Navarro turned over on Monday thebenefitoftheresidents. be used to fight criminality as on- specified what firearms and bul- that an AK-47 was cheaper than 
weapons. the AK-47 assault rifles worth For the past months, the city ly 35 of the 135 city policemen lets to purchase. other high-powered ` firearms, 

Regis said he would appreciate P900,000, two Rock Island ar- has been experiencing a series of had side arms issued by the Ifthe PNP regional office buys such as the Bushmaster, which 
itiflocal governments, beforedo- mory HP sniper rifles worth multimillion peso robberies and Philippine National Police. ‘AK47 bullets for the Santiago po- could cost up to P100,000 each. 
nating firearms, coordinated P160,000 and four Federal sub- car thefts. “Almost all of our noncommis- lice, it might be buying equip- Prices of AK-47s being sold on 
with his office or the local logis. machine pistols worth P250,000 But Vice Mayor Tan said the sioned officers have not been is- ment not specified either by the the Internet range from $500 to 
tics unit so they could be advised to the Special Weapons and Tac- gun purchase came on the heels sued firearms so we welcome Napolcom or the PNB the official $1,500, depending on the rifle's 
on what weapons to buy. tics (SWAT) unit and noncommis- of the local governments austeri- these issuances,” he said. said. variant and accessories. With re- 

Rep. Anthony Miranda and sioned policemen here. ty measures and that the funds Senior Supt. Rolando Diaz, ciy For the PNP to buy these bul- ports from Luige A. del Puerto in 
Vice Mayor Armando Tan have Navarro also issued 70 pis- should have been used for social police chief, said he was happy lets, the use of the AK-47 would Manila and Cyril L. Bonabente, 
asked Camp Crame officialstore- tols worth P1.413.550 for 70 and infrastrucrure projects Ererthedanationatheroiced or. hare m he approved be Came PPI Rrenrek 
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Pimentel’s impeachment 
compromise: Snap polls 


Trench 
collapses, 


killing 2 


WEAKENED BY CONSTANT RAINS, A 
pile of lose soil collapsed into a trench in 
front ofa supermarket in Makati City last 
night, killing two construction workers. 

‘At around 7 pim., six construction 
workers were in the 12-oot deep trench 
across from Cash 'N Cany Supermarket 
on Filmore Street, when a mound of soil 
that had been piled above them gave 
way, rescuers said. 

Federico Ples, Cash 'N Cany’s adminis- 
trative manager, said the construction 
was meant to improve the drainage sys- 
tem of the supermarket, currently being 
upgraded toa mali. 

‘Quoting witnesses, Makati Rescue's 
John Karingal said three of the workers 
managed to climb to safety, but the three 
others did not make it out. 

Fist to be rescued was Danilo 
Paquiros, pulled out of the wench at 7:35 
pam. Coherent when saved, Paquiros told 
rescuers about the two others who were 
trapped below: 

took rescuers another 20 minutes to 
find the next man, identified by rescuers 
only as Zaldy, who was pulled out with 
no vital signs at 7:50 pm. The last 
trapped worker, who rescuers identified 
as Aldy, was dug up at 8:10 pm. He was 
also pulled out with no pulse or breath, 
Melendressaid, Tarra V Quismundo 


SENATE MINORITY LEADER AQUILINO 
Pimentel Jr. yesterday threw his support 
behind a proposal to scrap the oppositions 
bid to impeach President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo if she agrees to hold snap presidential 
elections in which she will not participate. 

Pimentel said he was for the proposal of 
Taguig-Pateros Rep. Alan Peter Cayetano to 
hold snap elections in lieu of the impeachment 
bid, which its proponents have admitted 
would need a miracle to succeed. 

“A snap election is the most expedient way 
‘out of the problem of Gloria, especially now 
that the vague pastoral Jetter of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of tif Philippines seems to 
imply that impeachmeifis not the solution,” 
Pimentel said in a statement. 

Pimentel said both the administration and 


the opposition should seriously consider 
Cayetano’ proposal as a way "out of the politi- 
cal turmoil hounding the nation due to unre- 
solved doubts about the legitimacy of the Ar- 
royo presidency and the scandals that have 
rocked her government.” 

He said a snap election would provide thean- 
swer as towho will succeed President Arroyo. 

“Also, rhe CBCPs doubts as to who wil pro- 
vide the leadership ofthe nation will be solved 
by such a political exercise,” he said. 

“As T have time and again said, it does not 
maner who wil win the snap elec- 
tion—whether it is the candidate of the ad. 
ministration or the opposition or of an inde- 
pendent group,” he said. 

Pimentel said what was important was for 
the electorare to get “the chance to render a 
verdicton the legitimacy ofthe Gloria Macapa- 


sgal-Arroyo presidency” 
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MAKATI rescue workers bring up one of the construction workers trapped in SD ivin 892-9073 to 77 


the trench they were digging in Makati yesterday. 


WG THE FASTEST HAY mo LET UDUR SUV! 


TAL Celect 


Take home your very own SUV for less than a million pesos! MT P999,000 
There's no offer for the CR-V better than this! Hurry to your nearest Honda dealer today! AT P1,050,000 
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WE HELP FULFILL YOUR 
DREAMS OF FUGHT. 


Cebu Pacific Ais unique low-fare, great-value strategy has 
allowed travelers to enjoy affordable fights to various local 
and international destinations. It offers industry leading 
budget rates through "Go Fares”. which makes use ofa 
tiered pricing system. This unique product creates ultra-low 
fares through advanced bookings, making air travel a 
‘truly viable option for the Filipino. 


More than this, Cebu Pacific Air allows everyone to 
experience many fists in the industry:redefiing Fiipino üme 
with its on-time fight schedule, and introducing the global 
trend of e-ticketing and internet booking through 
vwvicebupacifcarcom, By February 2007, Cebu Pacific Air 
wil operate Asis youngest feet of comforabie, fusteficent 
Airbus 320s 


Truy Cebu Pie Air works at making more ears f rave 
2 reality, teue to JG Summit's vision to make a better life 
available to the Fino. 


Cebu Pace Air 
WEARE JG SUMMIT. 


JG SUMMIT 
HOLDINGS, INC. 


FIFTY YEARS 


AB 
Experts fear ‘explosive eruption’ of Mayon 


By Ephraim Aguilar 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LEGAZPI CITY—AS MORE LAVA 
continued to flow from Mt. May- 
on—which voleanologists said 
could tum into an explosive erup- 
tion within weeks ifthe magma pool 
rapidly increases—35 evacuation 
centers in eight surrounding towns 
and cities were being readied by the 
Provincial Disaster Coordinating 
Counci. 


and operations division said the 
evacuation centers were inspected 
by engineers and health officers on 
Monday and their reports on the 
condition of the centers were ex- 
pected to be submitted to the PDCC 
today 


ing the help of nongovernment or- 
ganizations to provide water con- 
tainers, beddings and vehicles nec- 
essary for evacuation. 


1 


ofthe evacuation centers were sani- 
tary toilets. 

Since Sunday, PDCC head Cedric 
Daep'had been going around the 
eight towns and cities to brief resi- 
dents on evacuation procedures, 
which will be implemented as soon 
as the volcano’s alert level is raised 
to four by the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology 
@Phivoles). 

Ina meeting on July 15, the PD- 
CCand the Kapisanan ng mga Brod 
Kaster sa Pilipinas agreed that the 
local radio stations would be the 
main medium for conveying evacu- 
ation instructions tothe residents. 

PDCC data showed there were 
74969 persons or 13,870 families 
tobe evacuated from 34 threatened 
villages in the eight towns and 
cites. 

Phivolcs, meanwhile in its latest 
advisory issued at 8 a.m. yesterday 
said Mayon continued” to erpel 
rocks and lava during the last 24- 
hour observation period. 


Jukes Nuñez of the PDCC plans 


Nuñez said the PDCC was seek- 


He added that the common need 


HOME THEATER SEATS 


‘Choose from 5 designs. 17 possible configurations. 
More than a dozen colors in fabric or leather. 
Prices start at only P27,500. 


iRecinable backrest, individual footrests 
armrests, and cupholders. Other models with 
ultar storage compartments under armrests 

shop online at www.FinitureCollezione.com. 
[SUNSHINE SQUARE- 312 SHAW BLVD. 
MANDALUYONG, METRO MANILA 
TEL. NOS. 718.2675 to 78 


A Supreme Court of the Philippines 
M) Fudiciat and Bar Council 
5 Mamla 


A. The Judicial and Bar Council announces that the panel 
interview of the following applicants for the position of DEPUTY 
OMBUDSMAN FOR MINDANAO, which was originally 
Scheduled on July 27, 2006 shall be conducted earlier on July 
25, 2008. 


‘Tuesday, duly 25,2006, 

SD0 AM. 12:00 NOON 

1. ARANCON, MARIA CORAZON A. 
2. AVILA, EUSEBIO M. 

3. BENDIGO, RAUL 8. 

4. CHIONGSON, ROBERTO S. 

5. DARAY, MARIVICT. 


B. The JBC also announces that the following are applicants 
for different judgeship positions: 


MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT (MTC): (REGION III) — 
CUYAPO. NUEVA ECIJA; BAUTISTA, Leo Cecilio D.; DALIT, 
Jessie D.; SADURAL, Erick A; SANDOVAL, Ronald D. (REGION 
iV) - SAN ANTONIO, QUEZON: ABANIA, Avenar A: PEREZ, 
Edwina Macalintal; SARMIENTO, Sheila Angela Palo GUMACA, 
QUEZON: BONIFACIO, Benno L ; CAPARROS, Amel B.: MATA, 
Elizabeth San Juan (REGION V) - CARAMOAN, CAMARINES 
SUR: ALARCON, ERNESTO M.: AGANAN, Jorge John D.; CO, 
Sarina Rosa Gonzales; FERNANDO, Alan C.; PENAFLOR 
Jacinto Jr. B.: PORNILLOS, Wenitredo Jr. G.: POSUGAC, ElI C. 
SIMURA, CAMARINES SUR: AGANAN, Jorge John D.; CO, 
Sanna Rosa Gonzales; FERNANDO. Alan C.; POSUGAC, Ei 
C. (REGION VII) - LILOAN, SOUTHERN LEYTE: ALBAO, Fabio 
ut. T.; CUATON, Wenifredo C.; POSION, Marisa Renomeron 
(REGION X) - MAINIT, SURIGAO DEL NORTE: ALVARADO, 
‘Adelyn Pongcol; BENANING. Ombra B.; CORO, Manuel G. 


MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT (MCTC): (REGION 1) 
- SAN VICENTE-SAN ILDEFONSO, ILOCOS SUR: ASPACIO, 
Margarette Anunciata; GALACGAC, Marvin A; RINGPIS, Rogelio 
A.: ROSAL, Pedro R. (REGION Il) - SOLANA-ENRILE. 
CAGAYAN: AGLAUA, Racquel Reyes; CARAG, Jesusa 
Liquigan; CASTILLO, Edmar Sr. P.; DALIUAG, Marinette Gavino; 
DARAN, Alexander P.; GANAC, Norman C.; ISRAEL, Maita 
Grace Deray; REYES, Isidro S. (REGION IV) - LUCBA\ 
SAMPALOC. QUEZON: AYUMA, Godofredo G.: ORIAS, 
Severiano O.; REDOR, Maria May Schroth (REGION VII) — 
INABANGA-BUENAVISTA, BOHOL: MELENCION, Rey V.; 
PIOLLO. Aster A; VARQUEZ, Laebeth Lungay: VIODOR, Cirilo 
N. TALIBON-JETAFE, BOHOL: CABALLERO, Calberiio M.; 
MELENCION, Rey V.; PIOLLO, Aster A. (REGION IX) - SALUG- 
GODOD. ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE: BATULA. Gil; LACAYA, 
Reymar L.: MALON, Eyahiya Salip A. (REGION X) - CLAVER- 
GIGAGUIT, SURIGAO DEL NORTE: ALVARADO, Adelyn 
Pongcol; BENANING, Ombra B.; CORO, Manuel G. 

The public may submit any swom complaint, written report, 
or opposition against any of the aforesaid applicants not later 
than JULY 29, 2006 to the JBC Secretariat, 2nd Fir., Centennial 
Bidg., Supreme Court, Padre Faura St, Manila (Tel. 652-9512 
Fax No, 552-9598). 


July 18, 2006 


Tuesday. July 25, 2006, 
2:00-5:00 PM. 

1, ELMAN, RODOLFO M. 

2. MACABANDO, PACA-AMBUNGC. 
3. MONTEROSO, HUMPHREY T. 
A. SIPACO, ALBERTO JR. 8. 


(Sod.) MA. LUISA D. VILLARAMA 
Clerk of Court & 


Ex Officio Secretary 
| tt 1,200) 
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MAN AND ANIMAL go about their usual daily life unmindful of the danger posed by an erupting Mayon 


Volcano nearby. 


Seismic activity around the vol- 
cano was dominated by 100 short- 
duration harmonic remors associ- 
ated with the intrusion of magma 
and the detachment of lava frag 


Albay execs 
declare state 
of calamity in 
danger zone 


LEGAZPI CITY—THE ALBAY 
provincial board yesterday after- 
noon declared areas within the 
seven-kilometer extended danger 
zone under a state of calamity as 
a preparation for Mt. Mayor's 
major eruption, which the Philip- 
pine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology said could be within 
two weeks or even earlier. 

Albay Gov. Fernando Gonza- 
Jez said he requested the decla- 
ration and it was approved by 
the board to ensure that. the 
Funds will be ready and neces- 
sary preparations be put in 
place before the affected peo- 
ple are evacuated as Mt. May- 
on's rumbling intensifies. 


Closely monitoring 

Eduardo Laguerta, Phivolcs- 
Legazpi's senior science re- 
search specialist and resident 
voleanologist, said there were 
no recorded major volcanic ac- 
tivities yesterday that could 
lead to the raising of alert level 

He said, though, that 
Phivoles was closely monitor- 
ing the voleano's magma densi- 
ty and lava extrusion rate as it 
had been observed to be in- 
creasing since Friday night 
when a glowing summit of the 
volcano was observed and the 
alert level was elevated to 
three 


Be vigilant 

Residents living immediately 
outside the sixkilometer-ra- 
dius permanent danger zone 
have been advised by the 
Phivolcs to be vigilant of haz- 
ardous pyroclastic and lava 
flows, rockfalls, and small 
avalanches from the 2,474-me- 
ter volcano. 

Based on reports from the 
Provincial Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council here, there are six 

ities and 21 villages 
within the six-to-eight-kilome- 
ter distance from the crater 
with 6,724 families or 37,017 
persons. Ephraim Aguilar, 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


ments, it said. ders were observed by Phivoles at 
The lava flow has extended to about 3,000 meters from the sum- 

1,000 meters downslope from Mon- mit at an elevation of 700 meters 

day's reported 800 meters. above sea level in Bonga gully. 
Fragments of incandescent boul- Alert level three remained hoist- 
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ed while residents immediately be- 
yond the 6km permanent danger 
Zone (PDZ) around the volcano's 
peak were told to watch out for py- 
Tocastic and lava flows, rockfalls 
and small avalanches and be ready 
to evacuate at first notice. 

Mayor Noel Rosal of Legazpi City, 
which lies at the foot of the volcano, 
has invited tourists to enjoy the 
spectade. 

Lava and rocks have been fow- 
ing from Mayon's near-perfect cone 
at 2,474 meters (8,118 feet) for five 
days now 

The authorities have extended 
the 6km danger zone around the 
peak of the volcano to 7 kms on the 
Southeastem slope, where most of 
the lava and debris have been 
rolling down, The Associated Press 
has reported. 

“The number of earthquakes has 
decreased but the lava continues to 
advance," said resident voleanolo- 
sist Eduardo Laguerta. With an AP 


‘THE UNDEAD. Dante Carde! Jr. sits up looking very much less like the dead boy his parents thought he 


was a month ago. 


Doomed boy with tumor 


is back from the 


By Ephraim Aguilar, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


agreement that the hospital would 
not be accountable for anything that 
might happen to the child. We re- 
spected their decision," Tee said. 

Dr Vicente Tanchuling, Jun's dot- 
tor here, said Jun had been diag- 
nosed with serious cerebellar tumor 
and typhoid fever. 

A brain tumor is the abnormal 
growth oftissue within the skull that 
occurs most commonly in children. 

“The doctors said my son's tumor 
had burst in his skull. At chat point, 
my wife and 1 accepted that he 
‘would be gone soon. When he was 
proclaimed dead, some of our rela- 
tives left [for Legazpi] to prepare 
the house for his wake," Cardel 
said. 

‘That same night, Cardel and his 
wife transported Jun back to 
Legazpi Ciy in a van. They took 
tums holding his lifeless body in 
their arms. 

After 10 hours, Cardel felt his 
sonis chest grow warm. They had 
reached Naga City, some two hours 
from their destination. 

“His chest was warm, but the rest 
ofhis body was still cold. He was not 
breathing,” Cardel said. 

When the family reached their 
house at Barangay Puro, the father 
lay his erstwhile dead son on the so- 


LEGAZPI CITYITS BEEN A 
month sine a 10-year-old boy from 
this city miraculously came back to 
life, 10 hours after he was allegedly 
pronounced dead of a brain tumor 
ina hospital in Mania, 

On June 21, the parents of Dante 
CCardel Jc or Jun” as he was called 
by his family, was brought to the 
Philippine General Hospital. The 
Child Sponsorship for Community 
Development Inc. paid for the tip 
and the treatment. 

“Ar 10 am. that day the doctors 
at PGH said my son had a sim 
chance of survival. That afternoon, 
he was already dependent on the 
machines attached to his body At 4 
pm, he was pronounced dead," 
Carded, Jun's father, told the Ingun- 
a 

However, Dr. Michael Tee, assis- 
tant to the director for public affairs 
ofthe PGH, said the hospital did not 
pronounce boy dead. 

“We did not issue any certifica- 
tion that the child died. We recom- 
mended that [he] be subjected oan 
operation to decompress his tumor 
but the parents refused. What we 
did was let the parents sign an 
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‘dead’ 


fa Suddenly the boy moved, 

“My son embraced me. In a weak 
voice, he called me Papa.’ We were 
all surprised. We and his grandpar- 
ents started crying. Although it was 
early moming, our neighbors came 
to the house,” Carde! said. 

Jun was also very thirsty and very 
hungry, 

Carde! said his son told him that 
“people in heaven do not go hun- 
gy” and that he woke up “because 
Jesus told him to.” 

After almost a month, the Cardel 
family has not asked for a medical 
explanation of what happened. 

Cardel, a poor fisherman, said he 
hoped his son would recover from 
his illness, even without treatment 

* I can see that my son is better 
now. He can walk—although not 
that straight. He can move his body. 
He can play with other children," he 
said. 

Jun, who has difficulty hearing 
and speaking, said he wanted to be- 
come an engineer someday. 

"My son was very smart in 
school. He was very good in Math; 
he loved to solve numerical prob: 
Jems, We'e just praying he would 
be completely healed from his sick- 
ness,” Cardel said. 


Moro rebs 
kill soildier 


SUSPECTED MORO 
rebels opened fire on 
a police here, killing 
one officer, wound- 
ing three and leaving 
two others missing, 
police said yesterday. 

Police officer Ali 
Akmad, who was 
slightly wounded, 
said the attackers 
i stopped him and his 

colleagues on a road 
to a village outside 
Maimbung town, 

He said he 
thought the attack: 
ers were soldiers 
manning a check- 
point. 

One officer was 
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killed, two others 
were hurt and anoth- 
er two missing in the 
attack, Akmad told 
reporters from a hos- 
pital, AP 
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15th Manila Studies gab set Aug. 2-3 


‘Alarcon, Nida T Cuevas, Christine Bellen, Antonio 
C. Hila, PRD, Juan de Mesquida and Pio Andrade. 

"The Manila Studies Association will ako launch 
its latest and second Manila volume, edited by Vi- 
lea’. pac 


THE MANILA STUDIES ASSOCIATION INC. WILL. 
hold its 15th Annual Manila Studies Conference 
‘on Aug. 23 at the Tanghalang Leandro V Locsin, 
National Commission for Culture and the Ants, at 
633 Gen. Luna Street, Intramuros, Manila. 

Registration is at 8 a.m. on Aug. 2. A registra- 
tion fee of P1,500 is required. 

‘The two-day conference will present papers on 
various topics covering Manila's history and cul- 
ture. The speakers include Rex Fr. Pedro G. Gal- 
ende, OSA, Regalado Trota Jose, Anna Maria 
(Bambi) L. Harper, Lorelei D.C de Viana, Normal 


inquiries, contact Lorelei D.C. de Viana 
(5281009; 09172743648; evana 

hoo.om); Maria Elisa P de Caso (0912 
2561281; Eloise_ust@hounail.com); or Bemardi- 
ta R. Chill (0214575; 0918-444510; ni- 
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WE MAKE LIFE BETTER. 


JG Summit has helped improve every aspect of Filipino life, 
from simple, ever-present Universal Robina Corporation 
brands and Robinsons Land developments, to the 
nationwide services provided by Cebu Pacific Air and 
Sun Cellular. 


It manufactures your favorite snacks and beverages like 
Chippy and C2 through Universal Robina Corporation, and 
makes the fabrics for the clothes you wear with Litton Mills. 
Through Robinsons Land Corporation, it builds prominent 
developments like Robinsons Galleria and Robinsons Place 
Ermita where you can live, work and play under one roof. It 
even connects you to the ones you love with Sun Cellular. 


JG Summit constantly improves the way you travel through 
Cebu Pacific Air's innovative "Go Fares", and quietly 
protects your financial interests with Robinsons Savings 
Bank. It helps fuel the country’s growth with its 
petrochemical facility. And with Universal Robina 
Corporation's expansion in the Asia-Pacific region, 
JG Summit powers the Philippines’ push toward 
globalization. 


Above all, JG Summit's influence can be expressed in one 
simple belief. that life can be better, That your dreams 
could be fulfilled, And that everyone deserves the best of 
what life has to offer 

Look around you, and see how life can be even better with 
JG Summit 
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Feeble response 


ORE FILIPINOS THAT LIVE IN CEBU CITY AND 

about half of the total population of Metropolitan 

Cebu—are imperiled by ongoing events in the 

Middle East. This comparison should serve to underline 

how roughly a million Filipinos in Saudi Arabia, arid tens 

of thousand more in Lebanon, Israel and neighboring na- 

tions, face uncertainty in a situation former Malaysian 

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad 

EDITORIAL darkly suggests may be “World War 
m.” 


While the governments of the world marshal their re- 
sources to evacuate their nationals from Lebanon, they 
are also engaged in intense negotiations to prevent the 
escalation of conflict into a general, and regional, war. 
Our government has added its voice to the international 
chorus calling for peace and calm. Beyond that, Philip- 
pine policy seems to be what Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo said on Monday: If you're Filipino, and in 
Lebanon, go to a church and wait. 

But for what? Or for whom? Well, among other 
things, retired Gen. Roy Cimatu, who is trying to make 
arrangements to fly to Lebanon to supervise the evacu- 
ation. 

Meanwhile, the Department of Foreign Affairs has 
raised the alert level to No. 3 (an escalation of violence 
will raise the level to No. 4). The Philippine Embassy 
communicates alerts and messages to the Filipino com- 
munity through a text and phone brigade composed of 
community leaders, DFA officials and Cimatu have been 
careful to remind worried Filipinos that the number of 
Filipinos in Lebanon in “immediate danger” is small: 11 
with the United Nations and 50 farmers in “danger zones” 
who have already been moved out of harm’s way. But 
these official calculations obviously fail to take into ac- 
count an entirely different kind of collateral damage to 
which Filipinos are susceptible. 

The Philippine Embassy in Lebanon has established an 
evacuation center at a Catholic church north of Beirut. 
However, according to DFA spokesperson Gilbert Asuque, 
the government has yet to make resources available for 
their removal. What's even more pitiful about the situa- 
tion of the roughly 120 Filipinos in that church is that 
they're domestic workers apparently abandoned by their 
employers. They are the first to be discarded—and if 
things get worse, surely not the last. 

As evacuations undertaken by other nations speed up, 
many more Filipinos might fall by the wayside, aban- 
doned by their employers, perhaps in areas and under cir- 
cumstances that would make it difficult for them to fol- 
low the government's advice to hunker down in Christian 
enclaves (a potentially dangerous place to be in hostilities 
between the Israeli armed forces and Hezbollah fighters 
and supporters) and wait by the altar for Cimatu to come 
rescue them. 

Indeed, what's puzzling is the seemingly detached atti- 
tude of President Macapagal-Arroyo, who was much 
more determined, and hands-on, in handling measures 
for the relief of Filipinos endangered by conflict in the 
Middle East in the past. Even her sourest detractors had 
to admire the relatively cool and efficient way the Presi- 
dent harnessed the diplomatic and armed services to 
work together to bring Filipinos home then. 

If the President is doing something—anything—the 
country needs to know what itis, not only to reassure Fil- 
ipinos in the Middle East but their millions of relatives 
here at home and elsewhere. She was, for example, un- 
characteristically silent during her visit to Libya, which 
took on a strange and other-worldly appearance as she 
departed under a cloud of rhetoric involving gasoline and 
pitching her mega-provinces scheme to the Libyan leader, 
Col. Muammar Qaddafi. The Second Gulf War had her 
going near the front, so to speak, to attend to the Fi 
‘community in the region. There was no similar side trip 
from Tripoli, and no echo of the manner in which she 
cracked the whip in 2003. 

This is not the time for recriminations, only time to ex- 
press what we believe to be a national sense of concern. 
We had hoped that the lessons of 2003 would lead to an 
institutionalized response to any eventuality, but the of- 
ficial response thus far seems brave, but feeble. We can- 
not seem to send an air force plane. We seem unable to 
gather the resources to send chartered flights. We could 
not even book an’airline seat for Cimatu as quickly as we 
wanted. 
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Make Biak na Bato RP’s Mt. 


INSTEAD OF TEARING DOWN THE MARBLE 
hill that is Biak na Bato in Bulacan, we should 
tumn it into our own version of Mt. Rushmore, 
with the faces of heroes of the Philippine Revo- 
lution of 1896 carved on the top of the hill 
(Mt. Rushmore has the faces of three American 
presidents.) I suggest the likenesses of Marcelo 
H. del Pilar, Andres Bonifacio and Gen. Grego- 
rio del Pilar. 

‘The two Del Pilars are true blue Bulakeños 
who played important roles in the Revolution. 
Marcelo was editor of La Solidaridad and a 
member of the Propaganda Movement that laid 
the basis for the struggle for independence. An- 
res Bonifacio, of course, put Biak na Bato on 
the map and on the pages of history. The seeds 
of the Katipunan were born within its caves. He 
may not be a Bulakeño (he was a Manilefio) but 
at least he was a Tagalog like Bulakefios. And 
Gregorio put the Revolution to a close by dying 
at the Battle of Tirad Pass as the commander of 
the rear guard of President Emilio Aguinaldo 
fleeing the pursuing Americans. 

‘The three of them on Biak na Bato would 
‘make this historic spot a shrine to the Revolu- 
tion and an attraction for domestic and foreign 
tourists. The Bulacan provincial government, 
the Department of Tourism, the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, the Na- 
tional Historical Institute and the Philippine 
‘Tourism Authority can pool their resources and 
talents to bring this project to reality: Bulacan 
hhas an association of artists whose members 
can do the artwork. That would be a much 
more worthy and valuable work than leveling 
Biak na Bato and selling the marble. 

‘The land may belong to the De la Concha fam- 
fly but all the natural resources on and in and un- 
deri, like the marble, belong to the state. 

‘An item in this column last July 12 about 
a complaint of artist Fernando Sena against 
the Maynilad Water Services Inc. (MWSI) 
for overbilling drew an immediate reaction 
from a reader who was similarly victimized 
by the same water concessionaire. Sena's 


YM STILL OVERWHELMED BY ARCHBISHOP 
Ramon Arguelles’ comment that “everybody 
cheated in the last elections anyway, some 
merely lost in the cheating.” I got to thinking 
about it a litte more deeply, only to get a lot 
more dismayed 

At the very least, i's not true at all. I did not 
see Raul Roco cheat in the last elections. He 
was so finicky about accepting donations from 
people and demanded much idealism from po- 
tential supporters. He pissed off those who 
were asking explicitly or implicitly ‘What’ in it 
for me?” and berated them. I did not see 
“Brother Eddie” Villanueva cheat in the last 
elections, He too conducted a fairly high-mind- 
ed campaign appealing to the virtuous and 
promising moral regeneration. 

Ido not know how the campaigns of Feman- 
do Poe Jt. and Panfilo Lacson went. I was not 
privy to them, I leave it to their camps to de- 
bate Arguelles contention. 

The only one I saw—and heard—cheat was 
GMA, She was the one who gave fertilizer 

away, courtesy of an agriculture under- 
secretary aptly named JocJoc, to local officials 
who desperately needed only the kind of fertil- 
izer that encouraged growth of scruples. She 
was the only one who personally, repeatedly 
and insistently called up Garci to make sure 
she won by one million votes over FPJ. 

But more than the lack of factual basis of Ar- 
guellies’ contention, there is its lack of moral 
principle. That contention of course is nothing 
new. Ive heard it alike from GMAS supporters 
and from sectors of a public grown cynical. 
“Lahat naman sila mandaraya.” (Everyone is a 
cheat) 

Jes a variation of what every crook in gov- 
emmen, civilian and military, says when he is 
caught with his hands in the cookie jar. "Hindi 
lang naman ako ang magnanakaw.” (m not 
the only thief in this country) That was what 
Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia said when he was be- 
ing hounded for spiriting away “gifts” from 
contractors. That's what Erap said about the 

presidents when he was being hounded 
corruption. The past presidents, he sug- 
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Neal H. Cr vt 
complaint was that he was being billed from 
June 6 to July 6 for 63 cubic meters 
(P1,562.34) when according to his daily me- 
ter ‘readings (which he patiently writes 
down on his calendar), it was only 37 cubic 
meters. The bill had the previous meter 
reading but not the present one. Instead the 
word “average” was written on the space 
forthe new meter reading. 

Sena went to the MWSI branch office on 
Del Monte Avenue, Quezon City, to com- 
plain, and showed them his calendar 
“When they saw the calendar,” Sena wrote, 
“they said ina-average nila ang reading.” Is 
almost double the old bill “average”? And 
why not read the meter to be fair to con- 
sumers? 

Sena advised other consumers to read 
their water and electric meters regularly so 
that they will know how much they are con- 
suming and so they will not be victimized by 
water and power companies. He said that if 
each customer is overcharged P50 every 
month, the monthly over-collection could 
amount to millions, considering that there 
are hundreds of thousands of customers. 
‘And what if the overbilling is P100 or P500 
{asin the case of Sena)? 

‘The new reader complaining about over- 
billing by the MWStis being overcharged not 
only by a few hundred pesos but by a whop- 
ping P20,655.97! Pia M. Cinco wrote that 
“since 2001, I have been protesting a 
P20,655.97 water bill presented to me under 
the new name EM. Ejercito. I occupied an 
apartment, Unit C, 1450 Union, Paco in 
1995, and since my occupancy, my water 


Right-doing 


de Quiros 


gested, were bigger crooks. Indeed, his tor- 
mentor, Chavit Singson, invented crooked- 
ness. He was probably right on both counts. 

But you grant that perfidy is rife, why should 
that naturally lead to the conclusion, “Let's just 
accept it” or worse, “Let's just reward the best 
cheat or thief of them al”? The fact that others 
have committed the same crime, or worse, does 
not make one innocent, it only makes the others 
equally guilty. The fact that iniquity is rife is not 
an invitation to be more lenient, it is a compul- 

ion to be stricter The fact that “everybody does 
ie" cannot make us want to tolerate it, it can on- 
Iy make us want to stop it. 

‘The proposition that a general and worsen- 
ing condition of wrongdoing justifies more 
wrongdoing rather than demands right-doing 
is an engraved invitation to moral anarchy. But 
for some strange reason, that proposition 
seems to count for much in these parts. For 
some strange reason, we find it easier to emu- 
Jate vice than virtue, stupidity than wisdom. 
For some strange reason, we find it easier to 
throw ourselves off a cif like lemmings be- 
cause everyone's doing it rather than step back 
and ask ourselves why in God's name anyone 
would want todo it. 

You se that ea in set ife. Some iit 
usurps the opposite lane to get ahead of a long 
queue in traffic, and instead of those who have 
fallen in line sending curses in his direction, 
they trail him like a magnet. 

Liye 
changed our mind-sets completely, with or 
Wwithoutthe aid ofour bishops. 

‘Even if we accept the proposition that every- 
body usurps the oppose lane, which has no 
factual basis since more vehicles are in line 


Rushmore 


bills were under the name E. M. Ejercito. 
They ran to about P400 to P500 monthly. 
From January to October 2001, I was billed 
P40 for average consumption. Í complained 
to Arroceros and the collector assigned tome 
at that time regarding the two issues (the 
change to Ejercito and the average billing). 

“No action was taken, After many calls 
and trips to the office at Arroceros, I was 
shown a recomputed bill of P5,614.72. They 
required me to pay the P5,614.72 so the 
P20,655.97 will be dropped. 

“Though unconvinced about their basis, I 
paid the recomputed amount (in check) on 
‘August 2003. Since my payment, the month- 
ly bill 1 receive shows a deduction of 
P5,614.72 from the P20,655.97, indicating 
that there isa balance, with a disconnection 
notice, besides. I didn't stop my protest, my 
tripsto Arroceros kept me away from my p 
tient, my bed-ridden husband, The people 
answering my phone calls told me that the 
personnel involved in the previous transac- 
tions are no longer around. Many times peo- 
ple from Maynilad came to our residence, 
ready to cut the service. I showed them all 
the proofs of the valid protest and they re- 
spected my stand. Thank God! 

“My crusade against these injustices came 
to a halt when my husband died in 2003, The 
history of my case is in the hands of the head 
of Customer Services in Arroceros. I told her 
1 won't stop fighting because I did not con- 
‘sume the water represented by that bill. Ten- 
ants have come and gone out of the building, 
and they might have left their bills unpaid. 
‘Why slap the unpaid bills on a tenant who 
pays her own bills religiously? I paid my last 
Dill on June 27, 2006 (P2,102.02) after Thad 
a talk with the head of Customer Services. I 
hope this case is laid to rest. I believe there 
are other customers like Mr. Sena and me, 
Don't you think so?” 

I believe there are many more of them. 
Some still don’t realize that they are being 
victimized. Those who do, speak up! 


than out ofit, why should we conclude that itis 
all right to usurp lanes and let's just reward 
those who do? Even if we accept the proposi- 
tion that everybody steals, which does have 
factual basis in government, finding an honest 
soul in it today poses more problems than Lot 
had with Sodom and Gomorrah, why should 
we conclude that itis all right to steal, and les 
just fry the small fry and let the big ones get 
away? 

Even if we accept that every candidate 
cheats in elections, and that has no factual ba- 
sis, too, since more presidential candidates in 
the last elections did not cheat than did, why 
should we conclude that it is all right to cheat 
in elections and give glory to Gloria? 

Why shouldn't our attitude instead be: Every- 
bodys usurping the opposite lane of streets, why 
don't we line the errant drivers up the side ofthe 
street, or against the wall, whichever is the more 
terrifying, and fine them steeply, or allow traffic 
‘cops to extort from them, whichever will put the 
fear of God and traffic in them? Every govern- 
ment official steals, why don't we submit their 
names to all the robbers, kidnappers and con 
men in this country so they would gain profound 
insights into the meaning of being feeced? (At 
this point, Pm even willing to unleash Alfredo 
Lim with the mandate to paint the houses of the 
crooks red, if not seal their occupants in metal 
drums and float them in the Pasig, with the sign, 
“Magnanakaw: Huwag tularan.” 

Everybody cheats in elections, why not jail 
the worst of them, notably the one that would 
stop at nothing, including kidnapping, to win? 
Why not replace the innumerate election com- 
missioners with those who know how to 
count? Why not fiy in an international group of 
observers, and fill the Comelec office with all 
sons of bugs duly approved by judges so that 
none of the commissioners could so much as 
break wind without it registering on the 
surveillance Richter scale? 

Inshor, everybody does wrong in this coun- 
‘ty, why not stop it and do right for a change? 
Or is the “everybody” so literal, so absolute, so 
toral, there's nobody left to do a thing about it? 
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Fiction behind withdrawal of support 


IN THE HISTORY OF COUPS IN THIS COUNTRY 
since 1986, military interventions have been jus- 
tified by the term “withdrawal of support” from 
an elected government. This term has served to 
disguise military action aimed at toppling a 
regime as an outright power grab in the classical 
coup style, without violence. It was successfully 
used as a cover for the extra-constitutional ouster 
‘of President Joseph Estrada in Edsa Il in January 
2001. Since then, it has become the excuse be- 
hind which groups conspiring to stage coups have 
sought cover. The success of the “withdrawal of 
support” from Estrada by the military chain of 
command, led by then Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff Gen. Angelo Reyes, became the inspiration 
of Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, when he announced his 
withdrawal of support from President Maca 
¢gal-Arroyo in a videotape planned for broadcast 
‘on Feb, 24, 2006 to mobilize mass support behind 
the oust-Arroyo campaign. 

‘The broadcast of the video on ABS-CBN has 
‘raised two issues, both with very dangerous impli- 
cations for electoral democracy and for polarizing 
citizens. The first issue concems the tendentious 
argument that a call by military officers to with- 
draw support from a constitutional government is 
not a coup attempt. Therefore, by implication, the 
callis notillegal and not a treasonous act. The oth- 
er issue, a pernicious one, puts Lim on a pedestal 
as a “patriot” for calling for a withdrawal of sup- 
Port. It is argued that those who conspired with 
and supported Lim belonged to a special class of 
“patriotic” citizens who should be emulated by the 
rest of the citizens rather than prosecuted for en- 
gaging in a plot to overthrow government. 

‘Iwo things make this argument onerous: First, 
pola activists wel known as avid campaigners 

r the ouster of Ms Arroyo have appointed them- 
selves to set the standard of patriotism for 
ipinos. Second, the patriotism of Filipinos is now 
being put to a test of citizenship according to the 
politcal values of a noisy group whose political 
agenda is not beyond reproach. This argument af- 


“YOUTH” IS THE THEME OF THIS YEAR'S 
world Population Day, which is timely since there 
are more young people in the world today than 
ever before, and their lives “present a wide range 
of educational, family, employment, and health 
experiences that depart in major ways from those 
of youth one or generations ago. 

Inother words, it's no use using this generation 
of parents’ experiences to deal with the experi- 
ences of our children. 

In the latest issue of Bridge, published by the 
Population Reference Bureay the difference in 
experiences can be attributed to "the effects of 
globalization, technological advances, and 
Widespread economie development.” 

foung people today "spend a longer time in 
school, begin wor ata later age, and get married 
and have children later than their counter 
did 20 years ago.” In general, wrote Rachel Nu- 
nt the ace "You i Global World 
“modern youth spend (a) longer (time) preparin 
for adultiood tan their parents” s or s 

iong the challenges that young people face as 

they make their way to adulthood are numerous 
health risks, “many of which will affect the length 
and quality of their lives.” Foremost among these 
risks is HIV/AIDS, which is increasingly afflicting 
young people, especially young women, in the de- 
veloping world. Other potential risks to health to 
which young people are especially vulnerable are 
alcohol, tobacco and road accidents, "Early sexual 
activity and early childbearing also have long-term 
effects on quality of life,” writes Nugent. 

How are these health risks and challenges best 
addressed? Nugent says the best approach would 
be “through multisectoral strategies that respond 
to the varying social and economic circumstances 
that different youth experience today.” 


PART of the vulnerability of young people is 
their penchant for risk taking, which is part 
and parcel of growing up, with “experimenta- 
tion and exploration” playing a big role in a 
‘young person's voyage to maturity. 

‘The problem is, notes Nugent, “youth com- 
‘monly underestimate the risk of disease, acci- 
dent, or vulnerability, and they often lack 
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fronts Filipinos who don't like “super-patriots" 
giving them lectures on love of country. They 
don't want to be led by the nose to join stampedes 
driven by an intolerant few. The more this deceit- 
ful argument is pushed, the more Filipinos will be 
insulted and be alienated from drives calling for 
withdrawal of support. 

In the aftermath of the broadcast of Lim's 
video, some members of Congress have called for 
a legislative inquiry to determine whether with 
drawal of support is a crime. It has been cited, in 
support of the argument that withdrawal of sup- 
port is not a crime, that Reyes, former Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and Gen. Fidel V 
Ramos were not punished for withdrawing sup- 
port from Estrada, in the case of Reyes, and Presi- 
dent Marcos, in the case of Enrile and Ramos. 

We are being offered a facetious argument that 
glosses over events that took place as a result of 
these withdrawals, Enrile's and Ramos' defection 
set in train events that led to the collapse of the 
Marcos regime. Reyes’ withdrawal precipitated 
the collapse of the Estrada administration. Once 
the Armed Forces and the police defect, a govern- 
menť’s foundation crashes. The resignation of 
key Cabinet members does not bring down a gov- 
ernment, as shown by the defection of the “Hyatt 
10" from the Arroyo Cabinet in July 2005, So, the 
‘wool is being pulled before our eyes when people 
argue that coups don't happen when some mes- 
sianic generals call for withdrawal of support. 
‘This argument takes us for idiots. 

The consequences—collapse of govern- 
ments—of the Enrile, Ramos and Reyes defec- 
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In particular, “the impact of HIV/AIDS on 
youth cannot be underestimated.” The disease 
“affects their family situation, their economie 
circumstances and prospects, their health and 
well-being, and even their social behavior as 
they negotiate sexual and intimate behavior in 
the age of AIDS.” Sadly, comprehensive knowl- 
edge of HIV risk remains low among young 
people, as borne out in surveys worldwide, in- 
cluding in the Philippines. 

‘A high-risk group especially vulnerable to 
delivery complications and long-term health 
Problems due to early pregnancy and child- 

irth are young women ages 15-19, who are 
far less likely to use modern contraceptives 
than women in the early 20s, even if increas- 
ing numbers of them are becoming sexually 
active. “Lack of access to desired family plan- 
ning methods remains especially high among 
the poorer and less-educated segment of the 
population in developing countries,” writes 
ent. And with Filipino Catholic bishops in- 
sisting on their prerogative to censor the con- 
tent of sex education modules for public 
schools, we can count on even more poor 
young women ending up barefoot and preg- 
eb ee 
‘TOGETHER with other members of the media, 1 
was privileged to be invited last Monday to'a 
dinner for seven government officials from the 
Bangladesh Ministry of Information as well as 
from UNFPA Bangladesh who are here for a five- 
day study tour 


isks 


tions were certainly not lost on Lim when he 
taped his incendiary broadcast. Lim is not naive 
He prepared and planned to march with Col, 
Ariel Querubin and his Marines to join their civil- 
{an cohorts in a political rally at the Makati bus 
ness district in which he would broadcast 
melodramatic proclamation, Lim knew in the 
charged atmosphere of that rally, his announce- 
ment could spark a mass movement that would 
precipitate the fall ofthe Arroyo regime. 

One anti-Arroyo activist appointed himself as 
legal mentor of Lim and told him that withdrawal 
of support was not a crime but a “patriotic” act. 
Lim did not need that advice. He knew what the 
‘consequence of his video proclamation would be: 
a coup by collapse of government, and not by an 
armed attack such as the one he led against the 
‘Aquino administration in 1989. 

‘The failure of the 1989 coup taught Lim the 
valuable lesson that an armed power grab would 
get no public support and would have little 
chance of success. That's why he settled last 
February for a less offensive option: withdrawal 
‘of support, 

Even ifthe 1986 and 2001 military defections, 
‘were non-violent, the result was a coup just the 
same. The result boiled down to the extré-const- 
tutional ouster of elected regimes by coup plots 
anchored on military intervention, 

In the welter of rationalization and in the 
search for justifications for involvement in con- 
spiracies to topple the government, it is conve- 
nient to ignore an important fact: Enrile, Ramos 
and Reyes were not punished because their with- 
drawal of support was successful. Because of 
their success, they wrote the terms of settlement, 
‘Thus, they emerged as the heroes, If they had 
failed, they would have been executed by firing 
squad as scoundrels, 

‘Since the February coup plot failed, Lim and 
his civilian cohorts, including his legal mentors, 
face a different fate, Losers never get to define pa- 
trlotism, 


Hosted by outgoing UNFPA Country Director Z 
hidul Huque, the dinner was actually meant to be a 
discussion and sharing of experiences between the 
Bangladeshi delegation and the local media. True 
enough, we found many things in common, not just 
as media practitioners but also as Bangladeshis and 
Filipinos. When 1 mentioned that they had just 
‘missed a typhoon, Nikesh Amit, communications 
officer of UNFPA Bangladesh, replied that it was 
fine by them since they were used not just to ty- 
phoons but even to tornadoes in their country! 

About half the time, though, was spent wich us 
Filipinos giving the ‘visitors’ a guided “tour” 
through the shopping meceas of Metro Manila, 
with Cheche Lazaro of "The Probe Team” as team 
leader. The visitors seemed most interested in the 
Greenhills tiangge, especially after we mentioned 
the great bargains to be found in the stalls of the 
pearl vendors. We lobbied vigorously with the 
‘UNFPA staff to make sure to give our Bangladeshi 
friends some time for shopping and sight-see- 
ing—not only for their own pleasure, but also to 
perk up the local economy! 

HOSTING the dinner for the Bangladeshi deleg 
tion, held at the Museum Café of the Ayala Mus 
Se oe ee 
pines of Dr. Huque, who is ending his four-year 
assignment in the country this month, 

Last Friday, the UNFPA hosted a farewell 
dinner for him, a dinner marked by, in typical 
Filipino fashion, lots of singing, testimonials 
and dancing, Testimony to the fondness with 
‘which Filipinos hold Dr. Huque was the num- 
ber of people in attendance, among them gov- 
ernment officials (including Socioeconomic 
Planning Secretary Romy Neri who delivered a 
heartfelt song number), representatives of the 
United Nations community in Manila, mem- 
bers of the diplomatie corps, the media, civil 
society and academe. 

Pretty obvious was the closeness between the 
staff of the local UNFPA office and Dr. Huque, 
Whom the staffers fondly called “Tatay Zahid.” 
Hopefully, even after he takes up his new posting 
in Indonesia, the ties between Huque and the 
Philippines will prove enduring and fruitful. 


Rizal’s version of a famous folk tale 


EVERY YEAR, ON THE THIRD TUESDAY OF JULY, 
we celebrate’ National Children’s Book Day. This 
has been around for quite some time, and it is 
quite encouraging to note that we are producing a 
significant number of children’s books. These are 
wonderfully illustrated and if not for our Third 
World budget, we could probably make it big in- 
ternationally. 

‘There was a time when parents had little or no 
Philippine children’s books. Now we do, and that 
isreason to celebrate. 

Yesterday, National Library Director Pruden- 
ciana Cruz opened a children’s library which it is 
hoped will encourage young people to read and 
later use other materials conserved in the Nation- 
al Library. 

When the Philippine Board of Books for Young 
People, whose previous board members include 
National Artists Lucrecia Kasilag (now honorary 
chair) and Virgilio Almario, was established three 
decades ago, they celebrated Intemational Chil- 
dren's Book Day on Hans Christian Andersen's 
birthday, Later on, the celebration was reset to 
the third Tuesday of July because it was on a 
Tuesday in July 1889 when a Philippine folktale 
‘was published in London in Trubner’s Record. 
‘That folktale was the all-too familiar “Ang Buhay 
ni Pagong at ni Matsing,” and the storyteller who 
brought our tale to the West was none other than 
Jose Rizal 

Rizal's English was quite passable, and I pre- 
sume his text was edited before it was printed. He 
not only related the familiar story, but he also 
compared this with a similar Japanese folk tale 
and even went into some literary and anthropo- 
logical analysis. 

‘We also know that Rizal drew in komiks form 
the same tale in the scrap book of Paz Pardo de 
‘Tavera, the ill-fated wife of Juan Luna. A year 
ago, Reni Roxas of Tahanan Books had the Rizal 
drawings scanned (the originals are unlocated, so 
all we have is a clear copy in Austin Craig's 1913 
biography, “Life Lineage and Labors of Jose 
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Rizal") and then digitally enhanced and colored. 
Since Rizal wrote the text in Spanish, she used 
the Trubner’s Record version and came up with a 
superb children’s book. 

‘While we have heard and read many versions 
of the “The Monkey and the Turtle,” it's best we 
get the story straight from Rizal himself: 

“The tortoise and the monkey found once a ba- 
nana tree floating amidst the waves of a river, It 
was a very fine tree, with large green leaves, and 
‘with roots, just as if it had been pulled off by a 
storm. They took it ashore, 

“Let us divide it, said the tortoise, ‘and plant 
each its portion.’ They cut it in the middle, and 
the monkey, as the stronger, took for himself the 
upper part of the tree thinking that it would grow 
quicker for it had leaves, The tortoise, as the 
Weaker, had the lower part, that looked ugly, al- 
though it had roots. After some days, they met. 

“Hallo Mr. Monkey’ said the Tortoise, how are 
you getting on with your banana tree?” 

“Alas, answered the monkey, thas been dead 
along time! And yours, Miss Tortoise?” 

“Very nice indeed, with leaves and fruits. Only 
1 cannot climb up, to gather them.” 

“Never mind,’ said the malicious monkey, 1 
will climb and pick them for you’ 

“Do, Mr. Monkey’ replied the tortoise grateful- 
ly. And so they walked towards the tortoise's 
house As soon as the monkey saw the bright yel- 
low fruits hanging between the large green 
leaves, he climbed up and began plundering, 
‘munching and gobbling, as quick as he could. 

“But give me some ron, said the tortoise, see- 


ing that the monkey did not take the slightest no- 
tice ofher. 

“Not even a bit ofthe skin, if it is eatable," re- 
Joined the monkey, both his cheeks crammed 
with bananas. 

“The tortoise meditated revenge. She went to 
the river, picked up some pointed snails, planted 
them around the banana tree, and hid himself 
(sic) under a cocoa-nut (sic) shell. When the mon- 
key came down, he hurt himself and began to 
bleed. After a long search, he found the tortoise. 

“You wretched creature, here you are! said he, 
‘You must pay now for your wickedness; you must 
die. But as I am very generous, I will leave you to 
your choice of your death. Shall I pound you in a 
mortar, or shall I throw you in the water? Which 
do you prefer?" 

"The mortar, the mortar’ answered the tor- 
toise. am so afraid of getting drowned.’ 

"0, hol” Laughed the monkey. ‘Indeed! You are 
afraid of getting drowned! Now I will drown 
you. 

“And, going to the shore, he slung the tortoise 
and threw it in the water 

“But soon the tortoise reappeared swimming 
and laughing atthe deceived, artful monkey” 

My critics says I'm childish, not child-like, 
However, when Í read through the Rizal text and 
go over his illustrated version of this famous folk 
tale, I cannot imagine the turtle hiding under a 
coconut shell unless it was very small or the co- 
conti shell was extraordinarily large. 

Despite all this, 'm glad I can still suspend dis- 
belief and enjoy the tale as much as Rizal loved 
narrating it, At least in this story, Rizal kept his 
anti-Spanish and anti-clerical bent in check. But 
inthe familiar tale of Mariang Maquiling, he puta 
different twist, which will be the subject of a 
ture column, Someone should mine Rizal's writ- 
ings for all the folk tales transmitted orally that he 
captured in the written word. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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Breast is best 


‘THE ADVANTAGES OF BREASTMILK ARE LEGION, BUT I 
‘can summarize them in one sentence: It's fre, it offers com- 
plete and superior nutrition, it provides protection against 
‘many diseases and health disorders. 

Yet many Filipino couples choose to bottle-feed their in- 
fants, Sometimes the reason is that the mother has to return 
to work, and is unaware that she can refrigerate her breast, 
milk and have it giv- 
en to the child. More 
often though, Fil- 
ipino couples think 
that infant formula is 
superior to breast- 
feeding, and spend 
hard-earned mon- r 
ey—up to P1,000 a Michael L. Tan miv 
week—on the milk y 
powder. The reason is simple: theyre victims of the relent- 
Jess marketing campaigns of the milk companies. 

‘The marketing campaigns could be even worse if it were 
not for the Milk Code, whose 20th anniversary we should be 
celebrating this year, given that it has saved the lives of count- 
Jess children by regulating the promotion of infant formula. 

Signed on Oct. 20, 1986 as Health Department Adminis: 
trative Order 51, the Milk Code went by a mouthful of a full. 
name: the National Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Subst 
tutes, Breastmilk Supplements, and Related Products, These 
breastmilk substitutes are more popularly known as “infant, 
formula” although that term is not very accurate since “in 
fant" refers to children aged 1 and below, while the breast- 
milk substitutes and supplements are availabe for children. 
above the age of 1. 

‘Twenty years after that law was passed, the health depart- 
ment has issued Administrative Order 2006-0012 with new 
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). The department’ 
should be praised for the new IRR, as it clamps down on new 
forms of reckless marketing of the breastmilk substitutes. 

Revolutionary 

Before 1986, there was no law regulating the promotion 
of breastmilk substitutes. It was a chaotic situation, with all 
kinds of marketing gimmicks for infant formula. The most 
notorious were the sales agents who would station them- 
selves in hospitals, giving out free samples to mothers who? 
had just delivered, and convincing them that the infant for- 
mula was better than breastfeeding. One mother told meshe 
was told that she couldn't breastfeed because her breasts, 
were too small. That's complete nonsense: breast size has 
nothing to do with breastmilk production. 

‘The marketing was so effective that as early as the 1970s, 
Td find infant formula in the sari-sari stores of the most re- 
mote villages, sold with those other blights of "civilization": 
cigarettes and soft drinks. Filipinos were convinced that in- 
fant formula was modern and healthy while breastfeeding 
was old-fashioned and inferior. 

Local consumer and health groups joined a global cam- 
paign against the milk companies’ marketing strategies. The 
groups pointed out that the infant formula, besides depriv- 
ing babies of the benefits of breastmilk, was also killing ba- 
bies. Because it was expensive, parents would use less pow- 
der, which resulted in the infants’ under-nutrition. In other 
cases, parents would prepare the infant formula with dirty 
water, which would result in severe diarrhea for the infants. 

‘But under the Marcos dictatorship, the campaign to regus 
Iate infant formula moved slowly. The milk companies were 
all huge multinationals and exerted politcal clout that effec- 
tively barred attempts at regulation. 

After the Edsa Revolt, health groups used the new demo- 
cratic space to campaign for public health reforms. The new 
health department, under Dr. Alfredo Bengzon, was more re- 
ceptive to these reforms and one of the early victories was 
the passage ofthe Milk Code. 

‘The Milk Code was revolutionary in the way it regulated 
advertising, and required all ads to state: “Breastmil is best 
for babies." The milk manufacturers and advertising compa- 
nies protested, but the Code pushed through. Later, a Room- 
ing In Law was to be passed, requiring hospitals to keep the 
newborn infant with the mother as soon as the child was 
born so breastfeeding could be initiated. 

Backsliding 

Alas, through the years, there's been a noticeable back- 
sliding in the implementation of the Milk Code. Milk compa- 
nies aren't as aggressive in maternity wards, but they're still 
able to get hospitals to distribute free booklets to new moth- 
ers, supposedly so they can record milestones in their new- 
born child's life, but each page carries blurbs for an infant 
formula product. 

‘The promotions have become aggressive with pediatrie 
cians and other health professionals but the worst effects 
come from advertising. The ads state that breastmilk is still 
best, but the token declaration is drowned out by all kinds of 
‘wild claims for the breastmilk substitutes. Ifwe are to believe 
the manufacturers, we'd be a nation of geniuses and child 
prodigies. 

‘The new IRR, which take effect this month, cracks the 
whip on these promotions. These new moves are not arbi- 
trary they're based on the recommendations of experts from 
the World Health Organization and Unicef that are stated in 
the IRR, among others: 

First, exclusive breastfeeding, without any food supple- 
‘ments, is still best for infants from birth to 6 months, 

Second, there is no substitute for breastmilk, The ones 
that are marketed can only approximate breastmilk, but can 
never be a complete replacement, 

‘Third, breastfeeding remains appropriate for young chil- 
dren up to the age of 24 months, or beyond. 

Fourth, infant or milk formula can be hazardous to a 
child's health. 

Cows and humans 

Invoking these principles, the health department has a 
number of rules and regulations to promote breastfeeding 
and to regulate the sales and marketing of the infant formu- 
la, There are quite a number of prohibitions, one of the most 
striking being an “absolute” prohibition on “all health and 
nutrition claims for products within the scope of the Code,” 
including “any phrase or words that connote to increase 
emotional, intellectual abilities of the infant and young 
child.” Lets see if such offending ads are pulled out now. 

inancial and material inducements” to promote the 
breastmilk substitutes are prohibited not just for health 
workers but also for members of the workers’ families. Man- 
ufacturers are also prohibited from giving “gifts of any sort” 
to “any member of the general public, to hospitals and other 
health facilities.” 

have to say I'm very impressed with the IRR, but worry 
about its implementation. Penalties for violations are fairly 
light, consisting of two months to one year imprisonment, 
and/or fines of P1,000 to P30, 000, loose change for the com- 
panies 

Perhaps on our own then, as we stumble alorig with the 
present economic and political crisis, we might want to make 
a difference with the health and nutrition of children. 
‘There's much that needs to be done to promote breastfeed- 
ing, even as we become more vigilant about the ads and mar- 
keting campaigns. A catchy slogan to remember from the 
19708: Cow's milk is best for cows, human breastmilk is best 
for humans. 
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IF ANYONE WONDERS WHY THIS COUNTRY 
is getting nowhere, here's a good example of 
how totally inadequate and outdated proce- 
dures, coupled with lots of red tape, can lay 
even the best of intentions to waste. 

Last year, imported two windmills for our 
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beach house in Batangas. The customs clear- 
ing procedure was already an exercise in red 
tape and frustration. Then a typhoon felled 
one of these windmills. This was not sup- 
posed to happen according to the manufac- 
turers warranty. So, the felled windmill was 
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replaced free of charge. 

‘The replacement has been with the Bureau of 
‘Customs for more than a month now; and for 
how long more, itis not certain. At one point in 
this saga, nobody could deal with the shipment 
because the customs commissioner was out of 
the country and no deputy had been assigned to 
attend to the shipment. All the while hundreds 
of shipments are stuck in customs custody and 
“unacted” upon by the bureau, conveniently ac- 
cruing vast amounts of starage fees, 

{just came back from Singapore where their 
ultra-modern harbor operates on a 24/7 basis. 
There, scenarios like the one described above 
are not tolerated for a single day. 

‘The essence of this story here is very simple: 
You want to progress as a country in these ev- 
cer-changing, modern times, you will have to 
provide the administrative structures in which 
this progress can happen. If you let the people 
‘within the Bureau of Customs decide, they will 
forever cling to their well-protected turfs with 
lots of red tape, corruption and privileges for a 
favored few, while the rest of the country goes 
down the drain. 

Oñe wonders, how a single, backward-mind- 
ed entity in a country is allowed to subvert the 
rules of the GATT agreement, to which the 
Philippines is a signatory. These days the whole 
world is a gigantic department store, where 
people can buy goods via the Internet. But here, 
people find out thatthe goods, when they reach 
Philippine shores, enter the Medieval Age. 

For as long as the customs system is allowed 
to only serve the ends of its corrupt officials 
and not that of the nation, no real progress will 
happen here. 

ULRICH BOSSE, 

28 Judith St., 

Vermont Royale Executive Village, 
Barrio Mayamot, Antipolo, Rizal 
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Students support PNU 
professors’ resignation 


THE ALYANSA NG KABATAAN PARA SA 
BAYAN (Akbayan-PNU) strongly denounces 
the latest threat of Lutgardo Barbo to impose 
disciplinary actions on the leaders who spear: 
headed the student rally last July 7. 

‘The controversy over Barbo's appointment 
as president of the Philippine Normal Universi- 
ty will not be resolved by stifling the students 
Tight to assembly and expression. Akbayan- 
PNU members are very disappointed with the 
Board of Regents’ decision which ignored the 
clamor of the PNU community for a transpar 
ent and accountable process in the selection of 
PNU president. 

We worry that the PNU, as an institution, 
suffers in this controversy, in which the stu- 
dents can only lose. As an institution of teach- 
ing excellence, the PNU has already been di. 
minished by the mass resignation of our pro- 
fessors. Nevertheless, we believe in their prin- 
cipled stand to oppose the Search Committee's 
“manipulated” decision 

A university where dissenting opinions are not 
heard has no right to be called a university: The 
PNU has always been an academic institution 
that lives up to its duty. The duty of the institu 
tion is to produce teachers of quality and excel: 
lence. Producing teachers who are not trained to 
do critical thinking would spell further disaster 
for our deteriorating educational system. 

We call on our fellow students to break theii 
silence and never allow the Search Committee's 
malicious and erroneous decision to cripple our 
academic rights. We are "iskolar ng bayan" and, 
soon, will be "guro ng bayan.” We owe it to our 
country and our people to promote critical think: 
ing, uphold the progressive tradition of the uni: 
versity and help bring forth education reform. 

GERALD MARCELO, 

Alyansa ng Kabataan para sa Bayan 
(Akbayan-Philippine Normal University), 
akbayan.pnu@gmail.com 


Ultramodern theater, ‘Jurassic’ ticketing system 


IT'S FANTASTIC TO FINALLY HAVE AN IMAX 
theater in Manila. But for all the hype, its tick- 
eting system is horrendous, 

Last July 1, we visited the IMAX at SM Mall 
of Asia to buy tickets to the movie “Superman 
Returns.” Predictably, there were hordes of 
people queuing for tickets—after all, this was a 
much-awaited movie. What we weren't ex- 
pecting was the length of time (three hours) 
we had to spend to get our tickers. 

For a theater that's supposed to be a state-of 
the-art marvel, is ticketing system is probably 
20 years behind. Cinemas like Glorietta 4, 
Greenbelt 3 and others already have monitors 
that let ticket buyers know, on real-time basis, 


which seats are still vacant. This gives viewers 
time to decide on their options when i's finally 
their turn to buy tickets, Some even have web- 
sites and hotlines that work. IMAX sadly 
doesn't have any of these. Just getting some 
one to answer the phone is next to impossible 
Imagine the trip you have to take to get to the 
end of Edsa and then go through a tortuous 
wait at the box office. 

Shouldn't the IMAX's owners pay for an in: 
teractive website and a good ticketing system’ 
If one's going to open something big, 1 think 
he/she should do it right. 

—ERICZALDARRIAGA, 
erielz68@msn.com 


WERE HERE TO SUPPORT YOUR 
GROWING COMMUNITY, 


ROMINSOAS LAND 


SwgRPORG Lato 


Robinsons Galleria Complex isthe country’s first ever 
mixed-use facility thal creatively combined malls, hotels, 
fices and resences under one rool. As one of the frst 
commercial projects of Robinsons Land Corporation its 
success set the tone forthe future development of other 
mixed-use endeavors. This continuous effort to provide 
consumers with world-class facilities and services has 
earned Robinsons Land Corporation one of the top slots 
wn the Philippine real estate industry 


To date, Robinsons Land Corporation has produced 18 
shopping malls. 4 office buildings. 14 housing 
developments. 12 commercial buings and various hotels 
such as Holiday Inn Galleria Manila and Crowne Plaza 
Galeria Manila (managed by the InterContinental Hote! 

Group), Cebu Midtown Hotel and Robinsons Apartelle. 


Regionally, JG Summit - the holdings company of 
Robinsons Land Corporation - has a significant stake in 
United industrial Corporation Lid. a majority stockholder 
of Marina Center Holdings and Singapore Land Limited 
(a major land holdings company in Singapore) 


Each and every project of Robinsons Land Corporation 
has led to the rise of thriving proftable communities, in 
line with JG Summits vision to make life better for the 
Fipno nation 


Robinsons Land Corporation 
WEARE JG SUMMIT. 
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JG SUMMIT 
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feared after 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


The damage caused by Typhoon "Florita" on 
the province's vegetable farms and tons of har 

setabestha could rot ifundelivered on 
time at the wading post could trigger the short- 
age, said Lolita Benzes, provincial agriculturist. 

Bentes placed the damage to farms swamped 
by strong rains accompanying Florita at P101.8 
million as of July 18. She said the figure could 
sill go up as only the vegerable producing towns 
of La Trinidad, Buguias and Mankayan had com- 
pleted their reparis on crop losses. 

Delivery trucks started arriving here as two sec- 
tions of the Halsema Highway along Barangays 
Caliking and Calasipan in Arok, Benguet were 
Cleared of debris and opened to raf. 

Bentres said the isolation of major veg- 
table producing areas, like Barangay Maday- 
men in Kibungan, could worsen the impaet on 
local vegetable supply 

Madaymen is considered a major supplier 
in the industry as it produces 30 to 50 tons a 

y of carrots, potatoes and cabbages from 
00 hectares of agricultural land. 

"T am appealing to the authorities to please 
estore our only road as more than 1,000 
farmers and their families would starve if they 
could not bring the market, 

eliaken, president of the Maday- 
men Farmers Association. 

A 200-meter portion of the village's only 


PROTESTERS throw away rotting vegetables during a recent rally against vegetable importation at the Department 
of Agriculture office in Quezon City. Pxsonooceonoro 


Residents near cracked mountain 
ask mayor to evacuate them soon 


PANGIL, LAGUNA— 
Amid a heavy dé 


ROUNDUP 


Suspected reb wounded in ambush 

CAMP CONRADO YAP, Zambales—A suspected communist rebel was 
wounded after a 10-minute gun batle between the breakaway rebe! Rebo- 
lusyonaryong Hukbong Bayan (RHB) and the police in Barangay Inhobol in 
Masinloc town on Sunday. Chief Insp. Dario Menor, 314th PNP Mobile 


hat might be affected 
re big and that their 


ing rainy de 
dry season 


but on 
should 


them and asked them 


Force decoy sala no policeman was hurt n the gunfight. Hesaida pursuit POW yeserday mesi- oceupanis had spent why they were not be given the option to 
Operation led io the discovery of a rebel camp In è remote area in Masinloc. Gents of Barangay large sums of money leaving thei retum to our espec: 
Cesar Villa, PDI Central Luzon Desk Dambo complained ei tive komes,” she said. 


that the relocation of 
the 61 families directiy 
affected by the possibie 


“Al of us, 61 families, 
conary to the repon, 
are willing 10 evacuate,” 
em- sheadded. Romulo 

Ponte, PDIS. L Bureau 


NPA rebs kill | in Antique 
ILOILO CITY—Suspected New People's Army (NPA) rebels shot dead 
ident af a hinterlano vilage in San Remigio, Antique at around 3:30 p.m. Fri- 
day. Sammy Puyong dieo of multiple bullet wounds in the chest in Barangay 
Osorio in San Remigio, 21 km northeast of the capital town of San Jose. The 
Antique Provincial Police Office said Puyong ,a resident of Barangay 
Aringalan in the same town, was with his two brothers when they were ac- 
costed by at least 15 heavily armed men believed to be NPA rebels operating 
inthe area. The suspects took Puyong away from his brothers before he 
was shot dead. The two were left unharmed. The suspects reportediy ac- 
cused Puyong of being a military informer but his brothers denied the claim. 
Nestor Burgos Jt, PDI Visayas Bureau 


60 get gov't lot certificates 


SIXTY beneficiaries ofthe Southvile 
housing project in Cabuyao, Laguna, 
representing some 7.000 beneficia- 
ries, recently received thelr certlicates 
of lot allocation trom the government, 


z 
Possible for the evacu- 


‘group vice president, 
said because of the 
cory, Mayor 


ation to be onh 
porary, ie, only dur- 


tain soil has been 
ally suspended after 
heir story came out 


(Philippine) Daly In- 
quirer that we are 
agains the idea of evac- 
uating or leaving our 
homes to a safe place. 
This is not nue and we 
are here to express our 


Florita’ 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—VEGETABLES HAVE STARTED TO ARRIVE 
in trickles at the trading post here but farmers and agriculture officials 
expressed fears of a shortage and dismay over fluctuating prices. 


access to the national highway became im: 
passable last week when it eroded ar the 
height of the typhoon's onslaught 

Fifty vegetable trucks arrived at the trading 
poston Saturday but vegetable traders for Metro 
Manila bound markets complained that most of 
the harvested products were “second class,” 

Second class vegetables are those that have 
been stored and unsold for a few days, forcing 
traders to lower their buying price. 

These types of vegetables are cheaper than 
“fist class” vegetables, or newly harvested crops. 
brought directiy to the market for wading 

Deparment of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) crews have been working round the dock 
since last week to open the heavily damaged por 
tion of Halsema Highway along Sitio Papalitan in 
Barangay Amgaleyguey in Buguias. With a report 
from Maurice Malanes, PDI N. Luzon Bureau 
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thority General Manager Federico ie 
Laxa. De Castro also ld in the turnover of 3,500 packages of school supplies 

and donation ofa patrol car. The NHA has built 20 classrooms in the relocation 
area, while 24 classrooms were being constructed. The Southville Housing Pro- 
jects a 53-hectare resettlement site in Barangay Niugan, Marinig and Banay- 
Banay, Cabuyao, Laguna developed for families displaced by the clearing ofthe 
Philippine National Railways right-of-way in Manlia, Makati and Cabuyao. 


Laguna gov’s security escort killed 

CCAM VICENTE LIM. Laguna—A security aide of Laguna Gov. Teresta "Ningning 
Lazaro was gunned domm by a co-worker n Bay, Laguna a few minutes before Pe 
iwas to escort the convoy ofthe governor on Monday moming. Laguna pole director 
Senior Supt. Luisito de Leon said Boritacio Vilagracia, 29, assigned at e motoryde 
urit of the Laguna fc Management Office (LTMO). had just eft his house i 
Barangay Sn isidro at around 7:15 am. when the lone gunman shot him atleast four 
fies on is body, wich caused his instartaneous death. Chs Sanj, fe provinca 


Tsqumex’s July 
17th issue saying that 
‘warnings from, 
govemment geolo- 
gists and effort of lo- 
cal officials to move 
them to safe grounds 
some residens of 
village who might be 
affected by the loose: 


soil were reluctant to 
abandon their homes. 

The story quoted 
Betty Arozena, a resi- 


information officer, said a vitness to the kling ad identified a certain Ronaldo Sori- dent, as suggesting from 
ano Dinco as the gunman, a neighbor and coworker of Vilagracia Amurdercase that. the evacuation 
has beon fled betore the prosecutor‘ offoe in Bay, he saki, He added ihat profession- shouid only be during 
al jealousy was being syed as a motive for the ome DeLeon however, denied that rainy days, adding that 
ta victim was Lazar's securiyescor. Marion Ramos, PDI Souther Luzon Bureau many of the houses 


Farmers accuse soldiers 
| of torture; Army probe up 


“tom Clark 


+ Kota Kinabalu 


+809. 


+ Kuala Lumpur 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CALINOG, ILOILO—SEVEN FARMERS HAVE 
accused soldiers of beating them up and com 
mitting other forms of torture during military 
operations in hinterland villages in this town 
59,3 km north of Iloilo City last week 

“The farmers, accompanied by barangay officials, 
told reporters and human rights groups here yes- 
terday that soldiers without name patches alleged- 
Iy detained them from July 12 tn che next day. 

During the alleged detention, the farmers 
said they were tied up, repeatedly questioned, 
forced to admit that they were members of the 
New People's Army (NPA) and beaten up. 

Maj, Lyndon Sollesta, spokesperson of the 
Army's 3rd Infantay Division, denied tha soldiers 
committed abuses but said that the Army's Task 


Force Panay would conduct an investigation. 

“It was a legitimate operation and none of 
the residents were beaten up,” Sollesta told 
the Inquinen in a telephone interview. 

Loreto Duerme J, 26, said he was on his way 
to his mother’s house in the Masaroy barangay 
proper, around 15 km from the Calinog Pobla- 
tion, when he came upon around 20 soldiers 
resting along the trail around noon. 

The soldiers allegedly grabbed him and 
asked who he was. He was then tied and 
blindfolded and later tied to a tree. 

He claimed he was repeatedly asked ques 
tions and accused of hiding a generator set 
used by the rebels 

“One of them kicked me in the stomach and 
then they repeatedly punched me but what will 
Teli them when I dont know anything thar they 
‘were asking me about,” Duerme said 
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CALAMBA CITY—MEMBERS OF THE 
‘Cfiminal Investigation and Detection 
Group (CIDG) are investigating a top 
police official and four other senior po- 
lice officers for allegedly coddling the 
leaders of an organized crime group in 
Batangas province, a police official said 
„yesterday, 
‘Supt. Benjamin de los Santos, chief 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Across the NATION 
5 police officials linked to Batangas syndicate 


of the Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Division of the CIDG, said his 
group had confirmed reports that the 
erring police officers were protecting 
the Bantugon Group, a remnant of 
the dreaded Black Shark Gang. 

He said police investigators were 
now checking reports that the un- 
scrupulous police officers were receiv- 


ing protection money from the syndi 
cate. 

Some of the ranking police officials, 
are assigned in Batangas, he said. 


Mafia 
De los Santos said the syndicate, 


which he described as the “Mafia of the 
Calabarzon Region,” was so well-en- 


trenched that it even had contacts 
within the judiciary and among polit 

“That's how a crime syndicate works. 
Once they let you eat from their plates, 
they will staré asking for favors which 
the police - officers could not tum 
down,” he told the Inque in a mobile 
phone interview. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2006 


De los Santos said intelligence reports had 
linked the group to numerous criminal activi- 
ties, such as hijackings, protection rackets, 
robberies, gunrunning and drug trafficking, 
but the local police units in the Calabarzon 
had not conducted operations against its 
members, 

“Are they (Batangas police) just afraid of 
the group? If they are, then they don't deserve 


to be in the police force," he said. 

Last week, a team of the CIDG and the 
| Special Action Force (SAF) led by De los San- 
| tos stormed the alleged safe houses of the 

Bantugon Group in Batangas City and the 
| towns of Bauan and Mabini 

The early morning raid yielded a cache of 

high-powered firearms, including AK-47 ri- 
fles, submachine guns, M-16 rifles, .45-ca. 
pistols and other hand guns. 
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H Kumon’s unique approach to learning has Ẹ 

i|] helped change the lives of children around the 
world, What is unknown to many is that 
Kumon has changed the lives of others as well 
People like Roanna Santos, who four years ago, 
chose to become a Kumon instructor and 
franchisee. 


Rich guys 

Arrested during the raid were brothers and 
barangay chairs Arthur and Ronald Blanco, 
alleged gang leader Nilo Bantugon Jt, and 19 
others. 

All of the suspects, however, were eventu- 
ally released after they posted a total bail of 
P1.25 milion 

in an earlier interview, lawyer Joselito Di- 

sel of Ronald Blanco, strongly 


Today, Teacher Roanna’s Kumon Center helps 
more than 200 students build life skills by 
making the leaming of math and reading a 
partnership not just between student and 
instructor, but more importantly between the 
children and their parents 


“He is a barangay captain. Why would 
he join a crime group?” Dimayacyac ar- 
gued. 

‘Asked why Blanco had several firearms in 
his house, he replied: “Blanco was just fond of 
collecting guns. He never used it for unlawful 
activities.” 

Dimayacyac said they were planning to file 
charges against De los Santos and his men 
“because they damaged the reputation and 
personality of my client.” 

De los Santos said they respected the right 
ofthe suspects to post bail. 


Beale 
Please bring the following items to the 
Orientation: 
Comprehensive resume with 2x 2 photo 
(preferably with white background) 
2A copy of identification card (D) 
‘of present or past employment (front and back. 
2A copy of your qualification certificates 
lie. diploma, Board certificate 
4. Writing materials (pen and paper 


MON 


Registration will start 30 minutes before the seminar. 
There will be a proficiency test in Mathematics and 
English after the orientation. Interviews may be 
scheduled in the afternoon, Please note that the seminar 
room in the offices rather cold so please bring a jacket or 
a shawl. 


We welcome franchise inquiries from all over the 
" Philippines, especially in the following areas: 
Batangas; Bohol; Meycauayan, Bulacan; Malolos, 
Bulacan; Sta. Maria, Bulacan; Camarines Norte; ae 
lloilo; Cabuyao, Laguna; Pangasinan; Zambales. Suspicious 

He, however, said that “the big amount of 
money that the suspects had after their ar 
rests made their personality even more suspi- 

“Why do they have that amount of cash 
money? It's precisely because they belong toa 
syndicate,” he sad. 

De los Santos said they would pursue the 
charges of illegal possession of firearms that 
they filed against the suspects despite their 
release. Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


Please call us at (02) 885-0226. Outside Metro Manila, our toll-free number is 1800-1888-0231. 
Email us at inquiries@kumon.comph 
Kumon Philippines Inc. 19th Floor Philamlife Tower 
8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City K U 
vwirkumon.comph 
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WE HELP SECURE YOUR 
FAMILY'S GROWTH. 
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RobinsonsBank 


Robinsons Savings Bark has become an aliracive alterate 
1n the barking industry as the countrys seventhlargest it 
bank, thanks to its acquisition of twenty additional 
branches in March 2002. 


Robinsons Savings Bank offers a broad range of deposit 
investments loans forex and securities to retal customers, 
suppliers as well asindwiduals wih small to medium-scale 
businesses. It has also established itself as a bankin 
‘ovator introducing the breakthrough e Wallet service, a 
payroll account with a unique cash advance scheme. 
Robinsons Savings Bank also has one of the lowest non- 
performing loan ratios in the business, a further 
source of assurance for is customers 


True to JG Sumit aim to make ife better for the Fiipino, 
Robinsons Savings Bark stands ready to secure your fai’ 
growth. 


Robinsons Sannas Bark 
WE ARE JG SUMMIT. 


JG SUMMIT 
HOLDINGS, INC. 
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Sayyaf using teen 


assassins, says AFP 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—THE ABU SAYYAF IS 
again making its presence felt in Sulu, accord- 
ing to the military. 

Brig. Gen, Alexander Aleo, Joint Task Force 
Comet chief, said four soldiers were killed by 
the bandit group's liquidation squad, com- 
posed mostly of recruits aged 16 to 20 years 
old, in the past two weeks. 

"These trainees are very young. We pre- 
sume that the ASG (Abu Sayyaf Group) is now 
tapping young fighters for extortion, harass- 
ment and liquidation,” Aleo said. 

He cited reports saying that the latest re- 
cruitment, led by a Muslim convert identified 
as Joselito Nasara, alias Abu Sofian, was held 
inthe hinterlands of Indanan town, 

Capt. Jose Ritchie Pabilonia, information 
officer of the Southern Command, said two 
‘Army soldiers and one Air Force soldier were 
killed early this month. 

Privates First Class Nawali and Sahi of the 
35th Infantry Battalion were ambushed and 
killed in Barangay Tagbak in Indanan on July 
1, while Air Force TSgt, Pablito Rabano was 
shot dead in Barangay Kasalamatan in Jolo. 

Edmund Gumbahali, Philippine Informa- 
tion Agency provincial officer, said another 
soldier, identified only as Faizal from the 9th 


Field Artillery Battalion, was shot dead in 
Barangay Alat, Joloon July 16, 

Some witnesses claimed that the killers 
‘were "youngsters or teenagers," he said, 

"We also suffered two casualties earlier,” Senior 
‘Supt. Ahirum Ajirim, provincial police chief, said. 

He said the victims were shot inthe head by 
‘motoreycle-riding assailants, 

‘Nagpaparamdam lang yan sila (They're 
Just trying to make their presence felt,” he 
said ofthe attacks, 

“The ASG is not active in all areas in Sulu, 
‘There are some areas where they can operate 
because they still get support from a minimal 
mass base, basically in Indanan,” Aleo added. 

The military he said, was addressing the 
problem “by also striking the same approach, 
We make sure we have the target, then we 
strike.” 

Yesterday, two policemen were killed while 
three others were wounded in an ambush by 
suspected Abu Sayyaf bandits in Barangay 
Bualo in Maimbung town. 

Ajitim said the victims were responding to 
‘call from the 33rd Infantry Battalion, "for a 
clearing operation, but along the way, they 
were greeted with gunfire.” 

Jute Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


COTTAGEINDUSTRY 


FVESPATUPOUNORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
‘Awoman places newly harvested fish to dry ona wire mesh inthe town of 
Damortis, La Union where fish drying has become a cottage Industry of 
sorts, Many other households are into drying fish for livelihood. 


AFP allots P14M to build 
homes for clash victims 
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COTABATO CITY—THE MILITARY MILF leaders who have been S ema f 
has set aside at least P14 milion to blamed for the June 23 roadside g eA fip 


build core shelters for people who bomb explosion that killed seven 
lost their houses in recent clashes people in Shariff Aguak. 

‘The explosion occurred near 
the public market after Ampa- 
Brig. Gen. Eduardo Gurrea, tuan’s vehicle had just passed sores pro 


between militiamen and Moro 
rebels in Maguindanao. 


chief of the Army's 603rd In- by. 
fantry Brigade, said the housing 


200 families. 


assistance from Autonomous Re- 


Zaldy Ampatuan. 


and provide further assistance to said. 
evacuees displaced by the fight- 


an's control, stormed a camp of 


June 28, 


ARMM loan share 
shrinks as result 
of security issues 


DAVAO CITY—THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN 
Muslim Mindanao continues to receive the small- 
est share from microfinancing services because of 
its unstable peace and order situation, according 
to Jeffrey Ordoñez, executive director of the Min- 
danao Microfinance Council (MMC). 

Ordoñez said less than one percent, o only 
three to four of the 49 microfinancing institu 
tions (MFIs), which have registered with the 
MNC, have reached out to the ARMM. 

‘The ARMM, which is composed of the provinces 
of Maguindanao, Sulu, Tawi Tawi, Basilan and 
Lanao del Sug is a hotbed of Moro insurgency. 

‘The terror group Abu Sayyaf also operates 
in some of its provinces. 

Ordoñez said unlike the ARMM, other Min- 
danao areas enjoyed up to 25 percent of the 
coverage of the MFIs. 

He said the seeming reluctance of the MFIs 
was due to the perception that it was hard to 
operate in the ARMM, although based on the 
experience of those who operate in the re 
gion, collection isnot a problem. 

“They registered 90 percent ro 100 percent 
collection rate making microfinancing a lu- 
crative business in the region,” he said. 

Ordoñez said that aside from first impres- 
sions, the MFIs also lack innovations on man- 
agement, which they had to adopt to fit the 
needs of households in the ARMM. 

He did not elaborate but said he was hoping the 
MFI coverage in the ARMM would improve soon. 

Ordoñez said the MMC has partnered with 
the Asian Insitute of Management (AIM) to 
assist the MFIs through training programs 
and seminars to penetrate “hard-to-reach ar- 
eas" in Mindanao such as the ARMM. 

He said the target was to hit 1 milion borrow- 
ers by 2010, which would be 600,000 higher than 
the 400,000 borrowers in the past seven years. 

In Koronadal Cy, delegates from Brune, Indone- 
sia, Malaysia and the Philippines started discussing 
strategies to promote and hasten tourism develop- 
mentin the East Asian Growth Area, Judy Quiros 
and Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Four people riding in a car trailing 
project would benefit at least Ampanian's were kiled. 
Two weeks after the clashes 
Gurrea said soldiers of the started, the governor signed a 
Army’ 54th Engineering Brigade ceasefire agreement with local 
would construct the houses, witt MILF leaders, 
‘The displaced residents started 
gion in Muslim Mindanao Gov. to return home last week. 
“We are more concerned with 
Engineer Norie Unas, provin- the after effects of the conflict, its 
cial “administrator, said the impact on the individual evacuee 
provincial government would al- and its impact on the image and 
5o release funds for the project economy of the province,” Unas 


Gurrea said that aside from 
ing. building houses, the soldiers 
At least 30,000 people fled would also repair and rehabilitate 
from their houses when militia- concrete road networks that were 

men, under Gov. Andal Ampatu- destroyed during the clashes. 
They will also install water sys- 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front tems in villages that do not have 
(MILF) in Shariff Aguak town on access to safe drinking water, he 
said, Edwin Fernandes, PDI Min- 

‘The militiamen were after two danao Bureau 
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$ afpretnement and separation Benefits system 
KN Tenet sm ed 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of tho Philippines 
Procurement of Contract for the Construction of the Riviera Residential Estates Underground 
Electrification and Steet Lighting along the Main Roud of the complex. 


‘The AFP Retemen! and Separation Bones System (AFP-RSBS) ough he Carpe Bute contact 
“Aprova by te Goarng Boara meras app te sum! Kt Four inon Six Hunde Thousand Paso (Php 
‘on c006n Pipe coreny being tne Approved Bugle Coraci ACI onie Gonstruetion ot ne Avra 
signs Estates Underground Elerion and Sires Lghing aleng the Main Road the complex. es 
Feed nes the ABC shal be suena tps oer 
Th AFP-RSBS now als forthe submission of ater alten (LON) fa ot ies tap fr ity 
{ar Consrzion te Rivera Residential Estes Underground Eeeaton aa Stet igang along th Mat 
Road ol he compares sroti possess, a vand PEAB, calegory ‘AK Weense in Gonera bala, 
Ageney lense Larga A Category fr Electicsl Worta wth aul work expenenco ofe ype o! contrae and 
Cas. ave completed sna at wi van ol at ieas NA parse (Sa he ABC, end meot he oier 
ttn ebay equramers aed ne Chay Document? nese ters mst sub ha LOS ON 
Gr betore 5 Pf 26 July 20083 CMAC AFP-ASBS Building, 424 Capinpin Ave, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon 
hy an securo Egy Docume hem. The appacatons 11 eagoey wt be ovatae ona passal 
bass. The deadina or the susreission o ey requremens son 9 August 2006 at $M at the adores gen 
Paion. The Opening o Ege Documents shal eS 10 Augus 2106 a2 PIA at tne Board Room AFP-ASBS 
Bunding, 42 Capinpin Ave. Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon Chy. Engty Documents sabe opened ithe 
prasence o tne brs represemarves wno cos aon. Oniy ose Siador passing te ebb check wi 
Senate purenase ie Gxian Docunenss. 

Sling shal te andes vag open compatte dng procedures as specilod hn tha implementing Rules and 
Ragen Pan RA Rep Ac (RA S184}, atere kroum as he Coane Procurement Ram Act 
Snares aries ora sate prions tes sony e percert (Sete oe 
{ipa sak belanga taenzens of e Pnappnes In accordance wih Rol RA 91O oniy Bes ton eige Basert 
‘i opened. nse win RRA oI a8, conac wlan be awarded io Lovet Caco Response 
Boe wo was dormono as cn Gag post qeton 

interes ters may on uta formaton kom fe BAC Secrouarit ol Iho AEP-RSBS and Inspect ha ng 
Dreunais i oss esa bbw 

A complete set Bing Documents may pense by Ser passat gly chack pan me presentation 
21 tme Neel Egy oe BAC Sect st 1e address shown lw and upon poyer an ended 
Twa Thousand ie Hunared Pason (PRp12 800.20) Pippa cure The Bary Cosme sal eeved 
petoralybybe Bidar or Prs euruerapesenate on YF August 008, 

The AEP.RSBS wli hoki a Pre Bid Conlerence open o sf Ell les on Saplambar 2008 at 10 AM athe CHAA. 
AFP.RSBS Bulking, 424 Capinpin Ave, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon Cy. 

‘Elgol ars musi submit horr Bs at no address shown below on or before 18 September 206 st 9 AM, 
58 Board Room AN Bids must be scamponed eB Secure lerm ol any o Ne ouch 
fated check, casi check managers crack. bark et or revocele a ol credi sue y 
Cammer dan, whch sal be 19 ABC ot Nine Hundred Forty Sia Thousand 

Papino Currency ar an equva anoumiaeay env ciany Late Bs sat nl be accapiod 
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Bios ano AWAROS COMMTTE 
AFP Retirement and Seperation Bones System 
AFP.RSBS Butang 424 Capp Ave 
Camp E. Agana, Quezon Ciy 
Tel Nos. 114071 oc: 2661280281 

(Sod) BGEN, FRANKLIN ©. ACOSTA (Ret) 
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Bids received that exceed the ABC per item shall bo rejected. 
The Bidding Documents shall be avaliable at the BAC Secretariat, 
Procurement Service, Room 508. 5 Floor, Mabini Bldg, DepED Complex, 
Meralco Avenue, Pasig Ciy. starting on July 19, 2006 upon paymentin cash 
‘ofthe non-refundable fee of PhP 2,000.00 for boih packages A & 8, and 
Another Php 2,000.00 for package C to the DepED Cashier, 
Bidding shall be conducted in accordance with procedures under the 
gulatons of R.A. 9184, otherwise known as the 
formation is alo avalabie at tpl! 
tentservice.org or call DEpED-PS at 
5-42, 
DepED-BAC reserves tha right to accent or reject any or all bids, to annul he 
biading process, or declare fallure of bidding at any Ume prior to coniract 
award without thereby incuing any liabilty fo the affected partis, 


(Sot) ATTY. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 
"Assistant Secretary and BAC Chairperson 
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Friars’ files yield cultural treasures 


By Tonette Orejas 
Angeles City 


NCIENT KAPAMPANGAN LAN- 
guage and culture have not actu- 
ally been lost. Pioneer Augus- 
tinian missionaries secured 
these in perpetuity through the 
arte (grammar), vocabulario 
(dictionary) and doctrina (cate- 
chism) they wrote and published 
decades after the Spaniards es- 
tablished the countrys first 
province, Pampanga, in 1571. 


But heres why 
from the ranks of f. 
ars sprung the first Ka- 

Galingaido mababo Just batore (or near) pampangan writers. 
daybreak Explains Px Policarpio 

Abac (or cayabacan) morning ‘Hernandez, OSA: 

‘Optong aldo(orogto  highnoon “The work of the mis- 
yang aldo or caogtoan sionaries to evange- 
pitied lize the Philippines 
atoanapon CE was from the outset 
ior say — gia very laudable chough 
a a dificul, as the lin 
- i guistic panorama in 
SA e the lands was a veri- 
at table mosaic of lan- 
Tago ngeat waaay guages and. dialects 
pening bengi ca This muleplicy of 
Bucas Tomor languages was a great 
Cabucas the whole night (tonight obstacle for the mis- 
unti tomorrow) Sionaries in the fist 

‘Guabucas the whole night (last years of evangeliza- 


tion of the Filipinos.” 
Because there were 
too many languages, a 
royal decree in 1594 
divided the territories 
among the five reli 
gious orders: Augus- 
‘Unians, Franciscan, Je- 


ight unt today) 
“Beas feng! tomorrow night — 
Macadua ‘ay after tomorrow 
(two days trom now) 
Wacatia three days from now 


FPEO B AONT TANTE ION CORONES MATEY NEGAS 
ELA LENGA PAMPANGA ANO BENGANG S ARTE OE AEN 
Reta, TRANSLATED BY FR EOLSENTO SANTOS) 
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SOME of the ancient publications on 


suits, Dominicans and Augustinian Recollects. 

‘The Augustinians, Hernandez says, worked 
among people who spoke Tagalog, Kapam- 
Pangan, Ilocano, Hiligaynon and Cebuano. 

Their writings, adds Hernandez, “were a 
‘must or necessary means for the missionary to 
eam the languages more easily and to trans- 
mit in a more accurate and effective way, the 
message of the Gospel.” 

But before using the languages to relate 

i the people, the friar-writers had to first 

ir fellow missionaries. For them, the 
arte and the vocabulario served as crash 
courses in language and culture. 

‘They had mastered the languages to the 
point that they found no need to teach the 
Christian doctrine in Spanish, disobeying 
even a royal decree that required them to do 
80, says Fray Francis Musni, OSA. 

How did the early Kapampangan react to 
this approach at a time when 
learned in the prehistoric writing sy 
the baybayin or kulit 

“When the conquistadores first arrived in Lu- 
zon in 1571, they observed that ‘every man, 
‘woman and child could read and write’ Howev- 
ce by imposing their own writing system, the col- 
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play at the Holy Angel 
University's Center for Kapampangan Studies. 


e= KAPAMPANGAN St AND RULES 
CIRCA l6 


TRANSCRIPTION, TRANSLATION AND NOTATION y e- 
ay 


Fa. EoiuBERTO V. SANTOS 
CENTER FOR KAPAMPANGAN STUDIES 
onizers in effect tumed al- 
ready literate natives into 

ates once again,” Says 
Robby Tantingeo, execu 
tive director of the Holy 
‘Angel University’s Juan D. 
Nepomuceno Center for 
g pa 
sicestos had to 
valor R TEAS 


ra o per eed ne 
the new, imported one,” gr “eae E nies 
ae pete “SU ee 


The friars’ legacy has Premten O 
been preserved in Fray 

Francisco Coronel's "Arte y 
Reglas de la Lengua Pam- 
panga” (1621), Fray Diego 
Bergafo's “Vocabulario en la Lengua Pampan- 
ga” (1732) and “Arte de la Lengua Pampanga” 
(1729), and Fray Alvaro de Benavente's “Arte 


‘THE BOOK cover of an early “arte” work written by an 
Augustinian missionary, 


ed the works of Coronel, Benavente and 
Bergaño's arte, deciphering the “linguistics 
and anthropological treasure troves" there. 


Y Diccionario Pampango” (1700). “We want the present and next generations 

The center got hold of a copy of Coronel’s of Kapampangan to have access to these 
manuscripts through the late Bro. Andrew works and in the process, learn and use the 
Gonzalez, FSC. language to prevent its demise. They can also 


le center’s auspices, Fr. Edilberto 


reaffirm the Kapampangan identity in those 
Santos, a former Benedictine monk, translat- 


works,” Tantingco says. 


WE HELP MOLD THE 
COUNTRY’S FUTURE. 


EP 
Ws 

JG SUMMIT 
PETROCHEMICAL CORPORATION 


To gain sltsufcency and progress, JG Summit estabished the 
first and only integrated polypropylene and polyet 
manufacturing facility in the Philippines, JG Summit 
Petrochemical Corporation, 


Investing $300 Million in equipment and technology, 
JG Summit Petrochemical Corporation began producing raw 
materiais directly Yor local manufacturing, Resins for everything 
from plaste baga food and beverage packaging, to moldings, 
Pipes and fims became readiy avaiable; thousands of echnical 
Jobs were generated. Today. jG Summit Petrochemical 
Corporation serves approximately 40% of the country’ total 
loca market requirements 


evrochemical Corporation moves onward as the 
country’s Srst integrated polypropylene and polyethylene 
‘manufacturing company. providing an even more solid 
buleing block for our economy and our future ~ true to the 
nation-building efforts of its mother company, JG Summit 
Holengs ne. 


JG Surenit 


JG Summit Petrochemical Corporation. 
WE ARE JG SUMMIT. 


JG SUMMIT 
HOLDINGS, INC. 


FIFTY YEARS 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2006 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


‘THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT 
has drawn up an evacuation plan 
for thousands of Filipino workers 
stranded in Lebanon, according 
to Speaker Jose de Venecia. 

He said the plan would entail 
relocating from 10,000 to 20,000 
OFWs to the seat of the Maronite 
Catholic Church located in north- 
em Beirut on a mountain near the 


Mediterranean shore. high 


(The Maronites are members of 
the Eastern Church living chiefly 
in Lebanon who maintain a Syrian 
liturgy and a married clergy) 

The Vatican has approved the 
relocation plan, said De Venecia. 
“This plan is the safest route of 
evacuation at no cost to the gov- 
‘emment," he added. 

He said the contingency plan 
was to evacuate overseas Filipino 
‘workers and their families to the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


‘Safer’ evacuation plan according to JDV 


mountains of northern 


Beirut instead of “an evacuation 
under the most dangerous condi- 
tion by air, which is impossible, or 
by sea to Cyprus.” 


De Castro and Ermita 

According to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, at least 99 per- 
cent of some 28,000 documented 
Filipinos in Lebanon work in the 
households of Maronite Chris- 
tians in Beirut. 

De Venecia reportedly worked 


the crossfire. 


out the plan with Vice President 
Noli de Castro and Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita. 

De Venecia said the evacuation 
plan could be activated while the 
Westem powers and internation- 
al agencies, like the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Society, imple- 
mented emergency plans to extri- 
cate other foreigners trapped 


Central to the evacuation plan 
was Nasrallah Pierre Cardinal 


Venecia said. 


Call from the Vatican 


plete. 


Sfeir's “willingness to take in Fil- 
ipino evacuees in Bkerki," De 


To reach the cardinal, whom 
he met in the 1970s, De Veneci 
said he had to go through a 
cuitous route of telephone calls 
that took most of Monday to com- 


The first call was made to the 
papal nuncio in Manila, Archbish- 


op Femando Filoni, who then 
called the papal nuncio in Beirut, 
Archbishop Luigi Gatti, to convey 
the broad strokes of the contin- 
gency plan. 

Gatti relayed the plan in a tele- 
phone call to the Vatican's secre- 
tary of state, Angelo Cardinal So- 
dano who, in turn, made the final 
call to Sfeir, who agreed to the 
plan to bring the Filipinos to 
Bkerki, 10 miles fom south 
Beirut. 


OFWs: Nowhere to run; insufficient resources delay exodus 


From page Al 


‘Admitting thatthe government did not 
have enough resources, the Department 
of Foreign Affairs said it was resorting to 
“innovative ways" to assis those trapped. 

“We have to face the realities of our re- 
sources and capabilities, We have to use 
whatever resources we have,” DFA 
spokesperson Gilberto Asuque said in a 
press briefing. 

Asuque said that unlike other coun- 
tries, the Philippines did not have ships 
or military aircraft that could be flown to 
Lebanon to pluck out the Filipinos, 

But the government is by no means 
helpless. 

‘Asuque said special envoy Roy Cimatu 
and the embassy had instructed the hon- 
orary Philippine consul in neighboring 
Syria to find a ship that could be char- 
tered and used by the Filipinos. 

‘As Manila debated whether to order a 
compulsory evacuation of the more than 
30,000 overseas Filipino workers there, 
the workers group Migrante said it had 
received word of Filipinos fleeing their 
employers as Israeli bombs pounded tar- 
gets in the southern part of Lebanon. 

“They do not know what to do. They 
donot know where to go. Those from the 
south part, which was the first to be 
bombed, fled to Beirut. Now they do not 
know what to do because Beirut has also 
been bombed,” Migrante spokesperson 
Bert Martinez said, 


GMA's orders 

Working on a reenacted 2005 budget, 
the DFAS fund for assisting distressed na- 
tionals amounts to only P50.06 million, 
which has to be budgeted for the needs of 
other Filipinos in other parts of the world. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael De- 
fensor said the government had also al- 


lotted an initial fund of $500,000, or P25 
million, for the preparations it was mak- 
ing to evacuate the Filipinos. 

“The President has given her instruc- 
tions to get the Filipinos out of harm's 
‘way and we are finding innovative ways 
todo that,” Asuque said. 


Refuge in church 

He said it was much cheaper and with- 
in the budget to buy ship tickets for the 
Filipinos rather than charter a plane or a 
ship in the Philippines, which would be 
too costly 

As the conflict raged, scores of Filipinos 
had sought shelter in the Church of the 
Miraculous Medal, which is run by a Filipino 
priest and located 8 kan from the embassy 

At least 125 Filipino workers who faced 
repatriation prior to the outbreak of the 
conflict because of visa problems have 
found refuge in the church in addition to 
an undetermined number of other OFWs. 

“We expect more Filipinos to arrive 
there," he said. 

The 125 are trying to leave for Cyprus 
‘on a cruise ship, along with other foreign 
nationals. 

Filipinos who want to leave Beirut can 
take the ship but the vessel will be avail- 
able only on a "first come, first served" 
basis, Asuque said, 

Officials said they had no idea how 
many OFWs wanted to leave Lebanon at 
this time, 


The world, in contrast 

In contrast to the Filipinos’ plight, oth- 
er nations have deployed helicopters, 
‘warships, chartered ferries and buses to 
pluck tens of thousands of trapped for- 
eigners from Lebanon, 

With Beirats airport in tatters, for- 
eigners fied by bus to Syria to escape Is- 
raeli bombs, missiles and artillery fire, as 


WHERE TO CALL? WHAT TO DO? 
Anang Alonto, a relative ofan OFW in 
Beirut ponders her options as the 
Overseas Workers Welfare Association 
rushes to set up a24/7 operations center 
for yet another crisis that the OFWs and 
thelrrelativeshave toface. saxum 


others were taken away by ship or heli- 
copter to Cyprus. 

În London, Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said Britain now had six ships in the region. 

“Wie are appealing for the understand- 
ing of our people,” Asuque said in Fil- 
ipino. “We are doing everything to the 
extent of our resources. Our aim is to im- 
mediately help our compatriots.” 

Cimatu, who heads the Middle East 
Preparedness Team, will determine if the 
embassy’s alert level should be raised to 


4, which means Filipinos should be evac- 
uated out of the capital. 

Cimatu was set to leave for Beirut last 
hight. 

“We are getting ready as the situation 
worsens,” Asuque said. “All embassies in 
the Middle East have been alerted on 
these measures. They should be ready to 
provide shelter to our Filipino nationals 
if they pass through their jurisdictions." 

As in any war situation, Asuque said 
that Filipinos and others remaining in 
Beirut faced difficulties in obtaining food 
and other necessary provisions. 


Safe passage 

He said major infrastructure had been 
affected, as well as power lines and cell 
phone sites. 

‘Asuque said the two possible evacuation 
routes remained the Beirut Cyprus route by 
sea and the Beirut Syria route by land, 

Asuque said the Philippines was also 
making representations with the Hezbol- 
lah guerrillas to allow safe passage to the 
Filipino convoy. 

With cellular phone networks out, 
Asuque appealed to relatives of the 
stranded Filipinos “to refrain from calling 
the embassy’ landline ŝo that the lines of 
communication remain open between the 
embassy and the OFWs in Lebanon, as 
well as with the Philippines.” 

President Arroyo, who was to return 
from Libya last night, was expected to 
‘meet with her Cabinet upon her arrival 
and discuss how to move the Filipinos 
out of Lebanon, 

Defensor said there were 160 Filipinos 
now at the Our Lady of Miraculous 
Medal church. He said another church 
where the OFWs could go to was the 
Church of the St. Joseph, 

Defensor and Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez said the current situation 


Bush expletive caught on mike at G-8 summit 


From page Al 


Blair discussed the upsurge of vi- 
lence in the Middle East. 

Informed later that his un- 
guarded comments at the Group 
of Eight summit in St. Petersburg 
had been broadcast around the 
world, Bush just “rolled his eyes 
and laughed,” the White House 
said. 

Neither Bush nor Blair realized 
a microphone was transmitting 
their candid thoughts on the Mi 
dle East and other issues during 
their private conversation over 
lunch at the G-8 summit. 

Bush, eating a piece of bread 
and calling for a diet Coke, con- 
fided to Blair: "I think Condi [Sec- 
retary of State Condoleezza Rice] 
is going to go [to the Middle East] 
pretty soon.” 

Blair replied: “Right, that’s all 


that matters, it will take some 
time to get that together” 

‘The British prime minister 
added: “See, if she (Rice) goes 
ut, she's got to succeed as it 
were, whereas I can just go out 
and talk.” 

‘As Blair was addressing the inei- 
cacies ofthe Mideast crisis, Bush ex- 
pressed his vision of geopolitics in 
more earthy terms: “See, the irony 
is what they need to do is get Syria 
to get Hezbollah to stop doing this 
shit and i’s over” 


Salty 
Eventually, Blair noticed the 
‘microphone and hastily switched 
itoff, but not before the recording 
had reached the news media. 
‘Asked what Bush felt when 
told that his comments had been 
broadcast 
House spokesperson Tony Snow 


might stop. 


worldwide, White 


said: “His reaction first was, 
‘What did I say?" So we showed 
him the transcript, then he rolled 
his eyes and laughed.” 

‘Asked by reporters whether he 
had a comment about the presi- 
dent's use of an expletive, Snow 
raised a laugh: "Not unless you've 
never used it.” 

While the language was salty, 
the message from Bush was what 
it had been throughout the sum- 
mit—that Syria was supporting 
Hezbollah guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon and should force them 
to stop shelling Israel and return 
two abducted Israeli soldiers. 

US officals believe that if 
Hezbollah guerrillas did so, Is- 
tael's military strikes on Lebanon 


Remarks on Annan 
In their chummy conversation, 


ha 


been pushing. 


Later, Bush said he felt like 
telling Annan to telephone Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad “and 
make something happen ... We're 


Bush also complained to Blair 
about UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan wanting an immediate 
ceasefire to stop the violence be- 
tween Israel and Hezbollah, 

“I don't like the sequence of it,” 
Bush said. “His attitude is basi 
ly ceasefire and everything else 


pens. 
Blair replied: “I think the thing 
that is really difficult is you can't 
stop this unless you get this inter- 
national presence agreed.” 

A G-8 statement on Sunday 
suggested the UN Secutity Coun- 
cil should consider an interna- 
tional security and_ monitoring 
presence on the Lebanon-Israel 
border, an idea that Blair had 


ment.” 


had made about Annan. 


sion to the 
spokesperson said. 


not blaming Israel and we're not 
blaming the Lebanese govem- 


‘The White House spokesper- 
son later told reporters on Air 
Force One, which carried Bush 
back to Washington, that the US 
leader did not feel he had to ex- 
plain comments that he and Blair 


‘Snow called Bush's remarks “a 
slice of a conversation that was a 
carry-over from previous conver- 
sations.” “When it comes to Kofi 
Annan, he likes Kofi Annan and 
he is not only happy to work with 
him, but has been supportive 
from the very start ofthe UN mis- 

region,” 


Snow added: "All the president 
was saying is that he wants to 
make sure that the sequencing is 
clear when it comes to action 


showed that the Filipinos were still safe 
where they were. 

The two officials said that it would 
cost $300-$400 to ferry each person out 
by ship, or $12 million for all the 30,000 
Filipinos. 

Defensor and Gonzalez also said that 
should the govemment use its C-130 
plane, this would cost P280,000 per hour 
in gas consumption. The flight would take 
12hours and a C-130 plane could only ac- 
‘commodate 100 people per flight. 


OFWs confused 

“Whatever is needed, whatever funding 
is needed to make sure people are safe, we 
will definitely ook for the funds necessary 
for their evacuation," Defensor said, 

‘The continued absence of a clear 
Philippine government evacuation plan 
was starting to cause confusion among 
Filipinos in Beirut and nearby areas, Mi- 
grame said. 

Martinez told the Inguirer that the 
families of migrant workers in Lebanon 
had received word that their loved ones 
were losing sleep over what to do in the 
event the areas where they were staying 
‘were affected by the bombing. 

Fely Gudasen, whose daughter Irma 
‘works as a domestic helper in the south- 
em part of Lebanon, said her daughter 
‘was frantic the last time they talked. 

“She could no longer sleep, The area 
she evacuated to was also already get- 
ting hit," Gudasen said. 

Migrante learned that Irma had chosen 
to stay with her employers as they fled. 

“We hope that the government starts 
getting its act together. Our migrant 
Workers in the area are starting to get 
restless over what they should do next,” 
Martinez said. With reports from Chris- 
tine O. Avendafo, Jerome Aning, Nor- 
man Bordadora and AFP 


‘with regard to the situation in the 
Middle East.” 


Enduring warmth 

Bush’s overheard exchange 
with Blair revealed more than 
just a presidential use of exple- 
tives—which has been known to 
occur at the White House from 
the Kennedy administration on- 
ward, 

Blair may be all Oxford-edu- 
cated eloquence and Bush 
Texas-style informality, but their 
exchange demonstrated the en 
during warmth between the two 
leaders. 

“Thanks for the sweater, awful- 
ly thoughtful of you. I know you 
picked it out yourself” Bush told 
Blair with a laugh. 

“Oh, absolutely,” Blair assured 
his close friend. Reports from 
Reuters, AFP and AP 


the 


DNA in panties, condom matches Nicole’s, says expert 


From page Al 
terial extracted from a human cell that 
contains biological information unique 
tothe bearer. 

Because it is as unique as a 
thumbprint, DNA is used in criminal in- 
vestigations to identify persons involved 
in a crime by comparing it with samples 
obtained from a victim or a suspect. 

“The condom and the underwear had 
female DNA, and they matched. They are 
the same DNA profiles .. which means 
they most likely belong to the same per- 
son,” the expert witness said during di- 
rect examination by State Prosecutor 
Haze! Valdez. 

Both pieces of evidence were tumed 
over to the DNA Analysis Section at PNP 
headquarters in Camp Crame on Nov. 8, 
transported from the PNP Crime Labora- 
tory in Olongapo City. 


Microblue test 

Inreply to Valdez's question, Supe said 
that while it was possible that the evi- 
dence had not been handled properly be- 
fore the turnover, he said the condom 
and the panties were not contaminated 
as they stil yielded DNA samples. 

He said male and female DNA pro- 
files were extracted from areas on the 
condom and the underwear where 
spots of biological fluid were found 
through a microblue test, conducted by 
exposing a specimen to blue light. 


‘Through an amber-colored viewer, an- 
alysts are able to identify spots with bod- 
ily fuids—saliva, blood, semen, vaginal 
fluid, sweat or even tears—as they ap- 
pear ina glowing blue color. 

While the test may lead experts to ar- 
eas where DNA can be extracted, it can- 
not specify which part of the body the 
spots came from, Supe explained. 

Upon Valdez’s questioning, Supe relat- 
ed how analysts came to match the fe- 
male DNA found in both specimens with 
that of the complainant. 

He said Nicole's DNA, extracted from 
a blood sample that she had voluntarily 
provided, was the same as that found in 
the panties and the condom. 

“I am comparing now, and it appears 
that they match exactly—the DNA pro- 
files generated from the blood sample 
and the samples generated from the con- 
dom and the underwear,” said Supe, re- 
ferring to two DNA test results he was 
holding, 


Only female DNA 

Interestingly, the used condom, re- 
trieved at Subic's Alava Pier where a dis- 
fraught Nicole was found after the al- 
leged rape, yielded only female DNA, lat- 
er confirmed as matching Nicole's. 

The rubber contained no male DNA 
profile. 

Only Nicole's underwear tested posi- 
tive for male DNA—a result that Supe at- 


tributed to the possible “degradation” of 
bodily fluids on the condom. 

“It could have been because of the 
degradation of the DNA and the expo- 
sure ofa specimen (the condom) to envi- 
ronmental insults, partculariy the hu- 
mid condition, bacterial factors that may 
have contaminated it... and the enzyme 
inside DNA which destroys it when func- 
tioning outside a living system,” Supe 
said. 

Valdez then sought Supe's expertise 
on the possible indications of the pres- 


ence of male DNA in a woman's under- 
‘wear, and asked him its possible source. 

He replied: “We're dealing here with a 
[pair of panties] and you would think of 
areas that come in contact with a panty. 
‘The most probable source is either saliva 
or seminal stains. But if you go by logic, I 
don't see any reason why anybody would 
licka panty.” 

‘Supe, however, said the owner of the 
male DNA could not be identified as yet, 
as the crime laboratory lacked a sample 
‘with which to compare the results. 


No DNA samples 

None of the accused—Smith, Lance 
Corporals Keith Silkwood and Dominic 
Duplantis, and Staff Sgt. Chad Carpen- 
tier—had submitted his specimen for 
DNA testing. 

Hoping to settle the score, the prose- 
cation panel filed a motion on Monday 
asking the court to compel the accused to 
submit blood samples for comparison 
with the male DNA found in Nicole's 
panties. 

Defense lawyers told the court that 
they would file their reply on Thursday. 

Valdez also asked Supe what a fe- 
male's DNA could be doing in a used con- 
dom, 

“The most plausible is that the inside 
of the condom came in contact with 
[Nicole]... Maybe that part of the con- 
dom was rubbed with [Nicole]," he said. 


But why inside? 

Supe's reply: “Most likely it came in 
contact with the genital area, (but it] 
‘was turned inside out most likely, such 
that the [DNA] specimen was pre- 
served.” 

He estimated that the condom was 
around eight inches long and around 
three centimeters in diameter. 

Valdez then asked Supe to demon- 
strate how a condom could have been re- 
versed. 

Supe had apparently anticipated the 
question and brought a condom. 

Demonstrating, he said the condom 
could have been turned inside out in the 
act of removing it. 


Not proof 

Asked to comment after the hearing, 
defense lawyer Jose Justiniano said 
Supe's testimony did not help prove 
rape. 

He said the presence of the male and 
female DNA in the specimen could at 
most prove that a man and a woman had 
sex. 

“It cannot prove rape, It may only 
prove intercourse, but remember that in 
this case, they are not only trying to 
prove intercourse but that there was a 
presence of force or intimidation,” Jus- 
tiniano said. 

The defense panel is to cross-examine 
Supe on Thursday. 
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IT'S SMOOTH SAILING FOR JESLI. 

Newly appointed Education Secretary Jesli 
Lapus is expected to be confirmed easily by 
the Commission on Appointments, Sen. 
Ralph Recto said yesterday. 

Recto, a member of the powerful commis- 
sion, predicted “smooth sailing for the confir- 
mation” of Lapus as the new Department of 
Education (DepEd) chief. 

“Tm not jumping the gun on my colleagues, 
but I think Jesli's confirmation hearing will 
not be a heroic struggle on his part,” Recto 
said ina statement. 

He said that while Lapus does not originally 
come from the education sector, this “will have no 
import on the CA treatment of his nomination” 

“if you want to manage a class of 50, get a 
‘good teacher, but ifyou want to manage a bu- 
reaucracy of 500,000, get a good manager. 
And, Jesii is it,” Recto said. 

“We should remember that he ran the 
country’s biggest bank and, in an age when 
PhDs have a hard time balancing the check- 
book, that is no mean feat,” he added. 

Lapus was the president and chief execu- 
tive officer of the Land Bank of the Philippines 
from 1992 to 1998. 

“He liberated teachers from loan sharks. As a 
congressman, it is assumed that he immersed 
himself in the public school system in his district 
and probably visited more public schools than a 
desk-bound DepEd bureaucrat,” Recto said. 

“The education sector is in crisis and the 
‘one who can fix it isn't probably a good lectur- 
er or pedigreed academician, but, a problem- 
solver with a good track record,” he added. 

Sen, Mar Roxas said he supported the edu- 
‘ation program unveiled by Lapus which fo- 
cuses on teacher-training, improving the man- 
agerial skills of those in charge of schools, and 
addressing the huge budget gap that led to the 
current crisis in public education 

“As a former congressman, he understands 
how the budget process works, and as a for- 
mer bank president, he has the managerial 
know-how to move the DepEd bureaucracy 
toward the right direction,” Roxas said. 

He said Lapus’ experience as a university 
professor also “assures the public of his famil- 
larity with the challenges that teachers and 
school administrators face.” 

“We should put more money into educa- 
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rest you. tion, and make sure that these funds are prop- 


erly utilized. Last June, the nation woke upat 
the opening day of classes with the usual 
perennial problems such as classroom, seats, 
and textbook shortages,” Roxas said. 
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US FOOD AID 
PL (Public Law) Program 480 


SINCE 1991, THE PHILIPPINES tive bidding, 
has received food aid from the Proceeds from the sale may be 
United States through the PL used only with the express ap- 
(Public Law) Program 480, also proval of Congress, written as a 
known as the US Agricultural provision in the General Appro- 
Trade Development Assistance  priations Act. 

Act, 

‘The program is intended for the 
benefit of developing countries that 
have dificult in providing for the 
food needs of ts citizens through 
commercial sources because of 
foreign exchange problems. 

Under the program, the Philip- 
pines is extended commodity 
loans; the payment is expected 
‘over 30 years, with a grace period 
of seven years. 

‘The loans amounted to $180 
milion from 1991 to 2001, with 
soybean meal the sole commodi- 
ty requested until 1998. Sorghum 
and rice were included in 1999. 

Last July 14, at a ceremony held 
atthe University of the Philp- 
pines-Los Baris, US Ambassador 
Kristie Kenney signed another "PL 
480 agreement wth Finance Secre- 
tary Margarito Teves and Agriculture 
‘Secretary Domingo Panganiban. 


$20-M rice agreement 
<yThis year's agreement pro- 
“ides for 69,000 metric tons of 
tie valued at $20 milion to be 
Solc on concessional creait terms 
to the Philippine government, 
which wit in turn seli the conn- 
Modity and use the proceeds for 
agricultural development to bene- 
{thousands of Flipinos, 

The stock ot rice is expected to 
arriva erly next year, and the 
Philippine government through 
the National Food Authority wil! 
felt through open and competi- 
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Apriority areas 

The proceeds willbe used for 
Phlippineagrcutural develop- 
ment in four priority ar 
£as— post-harvest handling and 
infrastructure development 
biotechnology research and com- 
mercialization, livestock develop- 
ment and capacity building. 

“The Department ot Agrcuture 
has formed an oversight commit- 
tee to determine what programs 
and projects may be financed by 
fhe PL 480 funds. 

he agriculture undersecretary 
for planning chairs tne commit 
tee its members include the 
heads of the departments 
Agribusiness and Marteting As- 
sistance Service, Project Devel- 
‘pment Service, Field Operations 
Group. and Finance and Adminis- 
tration. the Agricultural Training 
Institute. andthe National Agri- 
cultural and Fishery Counci! 

According to a US Embassy 
news release, tne agricultural devet- 
opment preets iat may be funded 
sing the PL 480 proceeds include. 
the buiding ot farm to-maretn- 
trastructure such as roads and 
warehouses: the purchase of equip- 
Tent and prouision trang 
support harvesting, post harvest 
product storage and non-spoilage; 
‘esearch ana developrertin 
bistecnnoiogy: ana yining amed 
at proving modern technology to 
farmers. PDI Research 
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taken out, but we don’t even know how effec- 
tively the program is being implemented,” he 

The source also said the funds were 
coursed through the US Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID) under PL 480. 
(See In the Know.) 

“The ODA funds are easily commingled 
with tax/budget funds and hard to isolate. 
Thus, when disbursements are made, sama- 
sama na (They are commingled),"he said. 
‘Thisis big’ 

Backing Lacson’s claim, the source said the 
‘Americans might be holding Bolante because 
they were “not happy” with how the funds 
were spent. 

“It’s a matter of accounting. So maybe 
they're not happy with how offical govern 
ment funds are used. This is big. That's how I 
seit,” he said. 

Bolante was arrested on July 7 at the Los 
Angeles International Airport purportedly be- 
cause ofa cancelled visa and is being held ata 
detention facility in San Pedro, California. 

He is believed to be the architect of the distri- 
bution of P728 million in fertilizer funds to ad- 
ministration allies to ensure President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's victory in the 2004 election. 

But neither the Philippine nor US govern- 
ment has fully explained the circumstances of 
Bolante’s arrest and continued detention. 

Early this week, former Solicitor General 
Francisco Chavez said Malacafiang and the 
US government could be colluding to keep 
Bolante inthe United States. 

The InguiRER source pointed out that the 
US goverment had come out strongly 
against corruption wherever it was occur- 
ring—in Third World countries, the United 
Nations and even the World Bank. 

“Even at the World Bank, President George 
W. Bush has assigned [Paul] Wolfowitz [as 
president]. They're now cracking down on 
corruption in the World Bank bureaucracy. 
‘That's official,” the source said, 

He added: “And it’s the same here. They 
want a better use of scarce resources. We have 
to work on the premise that the US govern- 
ment, the state department particularly, and 
Homeland Security are in a different 
paradigm now. They are looking at security 
matters and at the Philippines as one of their 
important partners [in the region] in the fight 
against terrorism. 

“We also have to look at the corruption cas- 
es which the Bush administration has been re- 
ally working hard to eradicate." 

‘He’sa friend’ 

But Presidential Management Staff chief 
‘Arthur Yap, a former agriculture secretary, 
took up the cudgels for Bolante, saying the 
latter's act of giving funds to local govem- 
‘ment units was a “normal activity” of the De- 
partment of Agriculture (DA). 

Yap, who is also Ms Arroyo's adviser for job 
creation, succeeded Luis “Cito” Lorenzo, 
Bolante’s boss, as agriculture secretary in 
2004. 

“I know (Bolante) personally; he's a friend. 
‘And I think what he did, downloading funds, 


was nothing anomalous, if you ask me,” Yap 
said at the Bulong Pulungan forum. 

‘According to Yap, the department gives 
funds to local government units usually upon 
the request of their officials, and if the re- 
‘quests tally with departmental programs. 

“We really bring down funds to local gov- 
emments to implement. Agriculture is a de- 
volved activity under the Administrative 
Code, anyway. Agriculture should be pursued 
by provinces. When we bring down funds, we 
usually ask for a counterpart. We expect local 
governments to match them. I's a normal ac- 
tivity that we do," Yap said. 

He said that when he was agriculture secre- 
tary, he also gave departmental funds to gover- 
nors but nobody had questioned his actions. 

The Senate's agriculture and blue ribbon 
‘committees recommended last year the filing 
of criminal charges against Bolante, Lorenzo, 
former Agriculture Undersecretaries Ibarra 
Poliquit and Belinda Gonzales, Assistant Sec- 
retary Jose Felix Montes and all DA regional 
directors who took part in the supposed mis- 
use of the fertilizer funds. 


Backed by requests 

Yap also said that the funds Bolante had au- 
thorized for release were backed by requests, 
and that the list of the recipients was drawn 
up before the money was released. 

“Lunderstand from what I've been told that 
all of those requests had a history. 1 think it 
was being portrayed like a midnight list. lke 
something to facilitate the elections. But the 
[Department of Budget and Management) 
has records of the lists having been made for 
quite some time... If (anything), it was a trav- 
esty of circumstance," Yap said. 

‘Yap, however, said he did not know the full 
story behind his friend's arrest in the United 
States. 

“Actually, we had a meeting yesterday, and 
among Palace officials, we don't know the full 
extent of what happened. We hope we can 
clarify this in the next few days,” he said. 


Mum's the word 

The US Embassy in Manila yesterday con- 
tinued to keep mum on Bolante's case. 

Ina one-page letter, US Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney expressed appreciation for Sen. Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Jr's efforts “to combat cor- 
ruption,” but politely turned down his request 
for details about Bolante's arrest. 

Kenney told Magsaysay, chair of the Senate 
inquiry into the fertilizer fund scam, that "the 
usual diplomatic practice” was for the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs to make the request 
with the US government. 

She also said there were some “legal and 
procedural restrictions” on what her govern- 
ment could publicly reveal. 

With the embassy’ reply, Magsaysay wrote 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo yesterday 
to formally ask the DFA to look into Bolante's 
case and inform the public of its findings. 

Magsaysay also wrote Kenney again, say- 
ing: “I appreciate your acknowledgment of 
‘our efforts to combat corruption particularly 
involving Bolante, against whom Senate com- 
mittee report No. 54 recommended the filing 
of plunder charges. 

“This is also pursuant to the implementa- 
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tion ofthe Anti-Money Laundering Act and its 
amendments, which I earlier sponsored and 
pushed notwithstanding the opposition and 
difficulties the measures faced.” 

Witnesses at the Senate inquiry had alleged 
that the fertilizer funds were diverted in a 
manner thet resembled money laundering 
transactions. 

“Unanswered questions which Bolante left 
hanging with his evasion of the Philippine 
Senate inquiry involve an intricate scheme of 
money laundering which the United States 
aggressively seeks to eradicate in and out of 
its borders," Magsaysay said. 


Public concern 

In his letter to Romulo, Magsaysay said the 
details of Bolante's arrest and detention in Los 
Angeles should be revealed to the public be- 
cause the latter's case had become “a matter 
of public concern.” 

“I cannot reiterate the importance and ur- 
gency of this request citing national welfare 
since decadent wastage of people's money is 
involved. The right to information is due our 
people, especially the millions of Filipino 
farmers who were deceived with the plunder 
of the fertilizer fund in 2004,” the senator 
said. 

“With access to information, the public 
avoids making guesses and speculations 
based on rumors, half-truths, conjectures and 
canards,”he sai. 
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from DENR, PCG for leak 


By Leila B. Salaverria and Blanche S. Rivera 


‘THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD WILL IN- 
vestigate the oil spill that occurred last Satur- 
day at the Pandacan fuel depot in Manila 
which dumped several drums of lube oil into 
the Pasig River. 

The investigation will be conducted by the 
PCG's Marine Environmental Protection 
Command. 

‘An initial report from the Laguna Lake Devel- 
opment Authority (LLDA) said the of came froma 
ruptured pipe connecting a storage tank of Piip- 
inas Shell Petroleum Corp. to the production area. 

Nine drums of oil mixed with water have 
been recovered so far, but the exact volume of 
the spilled lube oil is still being determined, 
the LLDA said. 

‘Our goal is to make sure th 
not repeated. We want to put 
sures and enhance safety standards so no oil 
would be spilled again,” PCG spokesperson 
Lt. Commander Joseph Coyme said. 

He added that the PCG might impose. 
on Shell for the spill. The Departme 
ronment and Natural Resources could also 
impose penalties on the oil company for vio- 
lating the Clean Water Act, Coyme: 

Roberto Kanapi, Shell spokesper 
Saturday's incident was a “minor s 

He explained that most of the lube oil 
which spilled out of the ruptured pipe went 
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into the bund, a retainer canal around the 


“We: 
LLDA and the Coast Guard, although most of 
the spilled oil has already been recovered,” he 
said ina phone interview wi 
t, the PCG saic p 
its detachment at the Pureza 
at around noon Saturday. 
team subsequen 
che leak to Pier C-2, 
the Shell Pandacan terminal 
POG personnel then informed Shell's em- 
ployees about the spill and directed them to 
clean it up. 
The Coast Guard also placed a spill boom 
the fuel to prevent it from further 


ped the oil from the water, Ac- 
che Coast Guard, the cleanup was 
pleted by 5:30 p.m. that same day 


he time of the inspectior 

noted that the oil leak from the ruptured 
pipe was contained in a ditch leading to the three- 
chamber oil and water separator 


YOUR PROBLEM: 


SEVERE DANDRUFF 
and SCALP IRRITATIONS 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS R, 


Scalp Corrective 
Treatments 


Shampoos alone may not be enough to stop excessive 
dandruff oily hair and scalp, constant itchiness and other 
irritations that can lead to hair loss. You'll need a more 
advanced and effective solution: Svenson. Our Scalp 
Corrective Treatments will thoroughly cleanse your 
scalp to provide the ideal environment for healthier hair 
growth, You'll soon be free from the discomfort and 
embarrassment of your particular scalp problem. 


You don't have to suffer from dandruff and other 
irritations. Take the Svenson solution for the correct 
scalp maintenance. Call Svenson for a FREE hair and 
scalp check-up. 


cat 892-HAIR (4247) 


BPI Family Savings Bank is the leader in auto loans 
because through the years, we’ve financed more car loans than any other bank 


With all the advantages of a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan, that’s no surprise. 


* Lower monthly amortization’ if you go directly to any 


branch in the 


BPI network 


* Hassle-free applicatiun through text 
* Various payment channels for your convenience 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


Gel started on bomorrons 


© Worry-free driving with the free Emergency Car Care 


Package from roadside assistance expert, Ibero Asistencia 
= Easily accessible through the most number of branches 


nationwide 


To get your dream loan today, visit any BPI or BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
For more information, call the Auto Loan Direct Marketing hotline at 845-6777 during office hours or 89-100 (24/71, 


or tex: AUTO<space> your name<space>your landline numberespace>city or province 
(Example: AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City) and send it to 091789100-00, or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 


+ Pay ony P2,096 72 month month adanca payne or every PI00,00 loan amount and discover fer youself how low ts. 


Drive you Dreni 
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® By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


RUBEN IGNACIO, 56, WAS DRI- 
ving down a steep road in Taytay, 
Rizal yesterday morning when he 
saw the heavy traffic at the ap- 
proaching intersection. 

He stepped on the brakes to 
stop his truck which was carrying 
800 bags of cement but nothing 
happened. His vehicle then 
plowed into the intersection, hit- 
ting at east a dozen vehicles and 
leaving two men dead. Eight 
more were injured in the inci- 
dent, 

Police chief Supt. Jaime Pilo- 
neo told the Ingumer that the 
truck had come from Antipolo 
City and was on its way to Pasig 
City to deliver the bags of ce- 
‘ment. 

But while going down a steep 
road near Tikling Junction in 
Barangay Dolores, Ignacio lost 
control of the trailer truck at 7:15 

The truck rammed into a 
dozen vehicles caught in heavy 
traffic on the same lane, Piloneo 
said. 

‘The truck first ran over two 

7 motorcycles, dragging for a few 

‘meters and instantly killing 
drivers Edwin Nava, 66 and Alvin 
Bbrole, 25, before hitting a deliv- 

z eryvan. 

The jeft side of the speeding 
truck also rammed into a tricycle 
full of passengers, before hitting a 
Honda Civic and a Toyota Corolla. 

It then slammed into a Mazda 

= pickup and sideswiped a Toyota 

* Revo, before hitting four more ve- 
hices. 

Ignacio surrendered to police- 
men later. 
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2 killed, 8 injured in 12-vehicle smashup 


‘Aman walks along Roxas Boulevard, near Rizal Park in Manila without pausing to admire a colorful mural and its thought-provoling message. Eownvaacasins 


BEFORE it became known as Roxas Boulevard, American colonizers 
had called that particular stretch of land Dewey Boulevard after 
George Dewey, who led the US victory against Spaniards in the 1898 
Battle of Manila Bay. When the Japanese invaded the Philippines in the 
19408, they renamed the boulevard Heiwa, meaning peace. After the 
Japanese occupation, it was again called Dewey Boulevard. The road 
‘was named after former President Manuel Roxas in 1983, through Re- 


Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Research 
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Slay victim’s kin seeks hold 
order for Atienza assistant 


By Tina G. Santos 


THE FAMILY OF A JEEPNEY 
driver allegedly killed by Noli 
Sugay, a special assistant of Mani- 
la Mayor Lito Atienza, will ask the 
Department of Justice to issue a 
hold departure order (HDO) 
against the suspect. 

“The family fears that Sugay 
might leave the country since a 

* warrant of arrest has yet to be is- 
sued by the court,” said lawyer 
William Merginio, who repre 
sents the family of victim Aries 
Luriz. 

Sugay was formally charged 
with murder, two counts of 
homicide and illegal discharge 
of firearm before the DOJ on 

~ Monday. 

He was also ordered suspend- 
ed for 60 days by Atienza “to en- 
sure impartiality in the investi- 
gation.” 

‘The mayor said that under the 


Jaw, he cannot impose a suspen- 
sion order of more than 60 days. 
He pointed out, however, that he 
can fire Sugay “if the investiga- 
tion shows the evidence is clear- 
lyagainst him.” 

Sugay, whose job at the City 
Hall was mainly to receive com- 
plaints against barangay ofi- 
cials, policemen and city em- 
ployees, has been working at the 
Office of the Mayor since 1999 
and is only one of 20 special as- 
sistant. 

Sugay was tagged by witness 
es, including the victim's moth 
et, brother and nine-year-old 
nephew, as the one who shot 
Luriz, 27, of Coral Street, Tondo 
overa petty parking dispute. 

Luriz’s elder brother, Alexan- 
der, told authorities that Sugay 
also threatened to shoot him 
and his mother Rosario when 
the incident happened last 
week. 


Paranaque police adopts new tack in drugs drive 


Bylocelyn R. Uy 
APART FROM SUBDIVISIONS 


police will now keep a watchful 
eye onall compounds and depots 
in the city to monitor persons sus- 
pected of being engaged in the il- 
Jegal drugs trade. 

City police chief Supt. Ronald 
Esilles said they would adopt 
this tack following Sunday's ra 
on the 12th shabu facility to be 
discovered in Parafiaque. 

"We will also include in our 
regular inspections compounds 
and trading companies to ensure 

not used as drug 
Estilles told the Inquinex 
yesterday. 

Sundays raid—which led to 
the seizure of hundreds of bot 
of chemicals and equipment used 

k hetamine by- 
drochloride or shabu fom a 
warehouse on the Mayuga Com- 
pound, Pildera Street in Baran- 
gay Tambo—came as a surprise 
to the city police, he admitted. 

The raid was carried out by op- 
eratives of the Criminal Investi- 
gation and Detection Group 
(CIDG) based in Region i. 


Destination 

Senior Supt. Zoilo Lachica, 
Central Luzon CIDG chief, said 
they conducted the operation af- 
ter receiving intelligence reports 
that a certain group from 
Parañaque was planning to trans- 
port the chemicals to Pampanga. 

Five Taiwanese nationals w 
also arrested during the raid. 


‘There have been 12 drug facili- 
ties discovered in the city since 
2000. All were found in plush 
subdivisions and villages, 
rompting the police to give extra 
attention to beefing up security in 
these villages. 

The local government even 
hired trained dogs to check on all 
motorists entering so-called “vul- 
nerable” subdivisions. 

“Now, we will monitor all cc 
pounds in the city especi 


those that have high fences,” Es- 
tilles said. He added that they 
would also tap barangay officials 
for the drive since they were 
more familiar with residents in 
their areas. 


Vulnerable 

Mayor Florencio Bernabe, 
meanwhile, said the city was vul- 
nerable to the illegal drug trade 
since it was near the international 
airport. 


“Nevertheless, we have to 
adopt a new strategy. We also 
have to focus on other venues 
apart from subdivisions,” Bern 
abe told the Inquire 

He said he would order the po- 
lice to inspect all forwarding 
companies and their stockrooms 
to prevent the smuggling of ille- 
gal drugs into the city 

“But we will have to seek the 
owners’ consent first before mak- 
ing the move,” Bernabe added, 


biofuel. 


THE BIG FISH THAT DIDN'T GET AWAY 
A group of boys show off the janitor fish they caught at the Tumana River in Marildna City. Although 
considered a pest by many fishermen, oil extracted from the janitor fish, based on an award-winning 
experiment conducted by 17-year-old student Raymond Amurao, could be used in making soap and 
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Model homes to rise in fire-ravaged Port Area community 


AGIRL looks at pi 


ae 


«z up with Unilever, to build houses for 100 families in the Baseco Compound in Manila. zro 


By Tina G. Santos 


SEVERAL FAMILIES IN THE DE- 
PRESSED community that makes 
up the Baseco Compound in Port 
Area, Manila have received an 
unexpected windfall 

From shacks made of old roof- 
ing sheets, many of them will 
soon be moving to small but de- 
cent homes. 

The Baseco Compound is a 
sprawling 52-hectare community 
sitting on mostly reclaimed land. 
A lone bridge connects the com- 
pound to the City of Manila. 

Part of the area, which was hit 
by a big fire in 2002 that left 
thousands of families homeless, 
is being redeveloped into a model 
community by multinational firm 
Unilever, the Manila City govern- 
ment and Gawad Kalinga, the so- 
cial arm of the Catholic group 
Couples for Christ. 

Tobe called Vitality Village, the 
place will be home to 100 fami- 
lies, said Unilever chair Howard 


Betton 
“We look forward to Baseco be- 
ing full of vitality” Belton said 
during the projects groundbreak- 
ing rites held recently. “We share 
the mission of building the nation 
through creating peaceful and 
productive communities.” 
Vitality Vilage will be unique 
because it will be the first of its 
kind in Baseco to integrate com- 
mercial with residential units in 
one community to help solve the 
problem of unemployment in the 


Integration 


inclusion of 
mixed residential and commer- 
cial units” that will hopefully, pro- 
vide jobs to residents in the area, 
said Chito Macapagal, Unilever 
general manager for corporate 
development. 

Funding for the community, 
which will also have a daycare 
center, youth and sports area and 


plaza, will come from contribu 
tions from Unilever officials, em- 
ployees and their spouses. For. 
mer workers of the firm will also 
be pitching in. 

During the recent ground- 
breaking rites, they turned over 
650,000 to Gawad Kalinga, an 
amount that was matched by the 
company, bringing the total do- 
nations to P1.3 million, 

“This is just the first install- 
ment of our donation. We have 
been conducting various fund- 
raising activities such as a ‘white 
elephant’ sale to raise more mon- 
ey for the project,” he added. 

Apart from the money, Maca- 
pagal said the firms officials und 
employees would also help in the 
construction of the houses. 

He added that they will start 
building 22 commercial and resi- 
dential units and 38 standard row 
housing units—or a total of 60 
structures on the compound. 

The project is expected to be 
completed in rwo years. 
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Over 330 dead in Java tsunami 
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Rescuers in frantic search for survivors 


PANGANDARAN, INDONESIA— 
Rescuers desperately _ sifted 
through wreckage Tuesday for 
survivors of a tsunami that killed 
more than 330 people and left 
dozens missing when it slammed 
into Indonesia's Java coast. 

Ina harrowing reminder of the 
2004 disaster that left 220,000 
dead across Asia, walls of water 
up to three meters high smashed 
ashore Monday, toppling build 
ings and sending thousands of 
terrified residents fleeing. 

‘The tsunami was triggered by a 
7.7-magnitude undersea earth- 
quake off the south coast of Java 
island, where no early warning 
system had yet been put in place 
and many residents had no 
inkling ofthe tragedy to come. 

Heff Martin, a 26-year-old Swiss 
office worker, said he and his fi- 
ancee had only moments to "think 
with clear heads and use common 
sense” to save their lives. 

here were people screaming 
outside the hotel, so one of the ho 
tel staff went outside to see what 
was happening. He came back 
screaming, ‘There is a wave, there 
is a wave, The sea is coming, the 


sea is coming! Martin recalled, 

“We quickly ran to the second 
floor and soon the waves came in 
and crashed into the first floor ... We 
were there for about five minutes, 
and we went up to the rooftop by 
breaking through the ceiling." 

‘At least 337 people were killed 
and 510 injured across six districts 
along Central and West Java 
provinces, the health ministry said. 

Some 150 were still missing 
while 52,700 had been displaced 
by the surges of water, the head of 
the ministry's crisis center, Rus- 
tam Pakaya, told AFP 

Most deaths were in the resort 
area of Pangandaran in West Ja- 
va's Ciamis district, about 270 km 
southeast of Jakarta, he said. 

‘Agus Sutrisno, head of disaster re- 
lief in Giamis, said more than 1,500 
workers were combing coastal areas 
for survivors and bodies. 

“We suspect there are still 
many people buried under the 
debris. We lack heavy equipment 
such as backhoes and electric 
chainsaws,” he said. 

‘A 26-year-old Frenchwoman 
previously thought dead was found 
alive, the French ambassador said 


eS E 
AWOMAN cries as she sits in front of the ruins of her house in 
Pangandaran, Indonesia, July 18. 


reas 


in Jakarta, while Sweden's foreign 
ministry said one of is nationals 
had died inthe disaster. 

Hamed Abukhamiss, a 40- 
year-old Saudi Arabian covered 
in scratches and cuts, told AFP 
that he had brought the bodies of 
his wife and son to a hospital 
morgue himself 

“I dont know how Tm 
alive—it's a miracle,” he told AFR 
his voice quivering as he choked 
back tears. 

The whereabouts of two 
Swedish children reported miss- 
ing remained unknown. 

Tsunami alerts were issued for 
parts of indonesia and Australia but 
they did not reach the victims as no 
early warning system was in pace. 

“Our system isnot yet working 
properly. We are still developing a 
communication system especially 
for the regions,” Fauzi, an official 
working on the early waming 
project from the meteorology 
agency in Jakarta, told AFP. 

A 24-year-old surfer Budi said 
he was offshore at Batu Keras 
beach, 30 km west of Pangan- 
daran, when the quake struck. 

"I couldn't feel anything and 
then about five minutes after the 
water subsided, the waves came," 
he told AFR 

Budi said he thought the ocean 
drawing back may have been a sign 
ofthe waves about to lash the coast, 
but many people began rushing out 
toward the withdrawing waters to 
Took at fish fapping—an eerie re- 
minder of the way many lives were 
claimed in December 2004. 

‘An Australian teacher said the on 
ly waming he and his wife had at 
Pangandaran was an enormous oar 

“We heard this roar like a wa 
terfall, a huge waterfall, coming 
closer and closer, and it was very, 
very windy” said Wayne Proctor, 
46. "We ran out into the street 
and we could see water all over 
the street.” AFP 


$ 


RVT AN, “ae a 
OGY aa A 
A 


EA 


AMAN wheels his bicycle past an area in Pangandaran, Indonesia, which was devastated by tsunami July 


18. 


Tsunami survivors thank God 


PANGANDARAN, INDONESIA— 
Heff Martin, a 26-year-old Swiss 
office worker, came to this quiet 
seaside resort with his Indone: 
sian fiancee to bronze himselfin 
the sun and enjoy the surf. 

Standing inside a two-story 
mosque 12 hours after the killer 
waves swept through Pangandaran, 
wearing nothing but a pair of black 
swim trunks and with a white blan- 
ket wrapped round his chest, Mar- 
tin is now just happy to be alive. 

“I was very fearful, very afraid 
for mylife and hers,” Martin says, 


Israel vows to press on Gaza 


BEIT HANUN, GAZA STRIP—IS- 
raeli troops withdrew from the 
Gaza Strip town of Beit Hanun 
overnight, leaving behind a trail 
of damage, but the military 
vowed to continue its deadly of- 
fensive across the territory. 

Israel has been operating in- 
side the Gaza Strip for three 
weeks since June 28, when troops 
rolled back into the territory in a 
bid to find a soldier abducted by 
militants and halt rocket attacks. 

‘At least 87 Palestinians and 
one Israeli soldier have been 
killed since the offensive began. 


A two-day Israeli incursion in- 
tothe sprawling northern town of 
Beit Hanun, the deepest offensive 
during the ground operation, 
ended overnight as troops with- 
drew to the land north and east of 
the town, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Moshe Kaplinsky, Israel's 
deputy armed forces chief, said 
the so-called Summer Rain offen- 
sive would continue and that 
“other forces would take over 
from those who left Beit Hanun.” 

He said Cpl. Gilad Shalit, 
whose capture on June 25 


Police pinpoint explosives 
used in Bombay blasts 


MUMBAI _(BOMBAY)—INDIAN 
police Monday said a rare mix- 
ture of explosives was used in the 
Bombay train bombings but re- 
fused to pin blame on any group 
for the rush-hour blasts that 
killed 182 people and injured 
nearly 900. 

Inquiry head K.P Raghuvanshi 
told reporters that analysis of 
small amounts of bomb debris re- 
vealed they were made up of 
powerful RDX explosive, ammo- 
nium nitrate and fuel of 

He declined to identify any 
‘group that could have put together 
such a device but said those behind 
the blasts were likely to be both 
homegrown militants and ele- 
ments from "beyond the bord 

Officers have yet to make arrests 
amid few signs of a breakthrough 
in finding the July 11 bombers but 
have said they had identified two 
Suspects. Raghuvanshi said the 

moving inquiry had reached 

'eritical” stage. 

“Investigations are going slow- 


ly, 1 don't want to rush,” Raghu- 
vanshi told reporters. "I don't 
want to put any organization be- 
hind this at the moment.” 

‘The blasts, the worst such at- 
tack in India for 13 years, have 
prompted sharp exchanges be- 
tween Pakistan and India. New 
Delhi has suggested the bombers 
had support from across the bor- 
der, a claim denied by Islamabad. 

Investigators said the attacks 
bore the hallmarks of Lashkar-e- 
Taiba, a group fighting Indian 
rule in Kashmir, which was being 
scrutinized along with Bombay- 
based Islamic militants 

Raghuvanshi said Monday police 
had failed to find a man known as 
Rahil who was believed to have been 
involved in bomb attacks in Delhi 
last October blamed on Lashkare- 
Taiba that left at least 60 dead. 

Police said they were still look- 
ing at many groups and have 
drafted in retired officers to help 
in the inquiry. Lashkar-e-Taiba 
has denied involvement. AFP 


sparked the offensive, and two 
other servicemen snatched by 
Hezbollah guerrillas last Wednes- 
day were “alive” and that “we 
know where they are being held.” 

As moming came to Beit Hanun, 
where eight Palestinians have been 
Killed by Israeli fire since Sunday, 
Sofian Hamed, the director general 
of the Hamas-run municipality, 
said 10 houses had been destroyed 
in the incursion. 

Several other homes were 
damaged, as well as roads, water 
and sewage systems and electrici- 
ty installations, he said. 
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ashe gestures to his 36-year-old 
fiancee Julia. 

‘The exhausted woman, wear- 
ing a simple black dress and a 
blanket to cover her shoulders in 
the Muslim place of worship, says 
they survived only by the grace of 
God, who told her ofthe impend- 
ing disaster ina vision, 

“got the sign. Tam thankful to 
God that he warned me and my 
fiance because today was the frst 
time since our arrival where we 
stayed at the hotel all day,” she 
says with a sigh of relief. 


offensive 


A Palestinian security source 
said the Israeli troops had pulled 
back toward the border east and 
north of Beit Hanun. 

“Now theyre killing people 
twice, when we are living and 
when were dead,” said Mo- 
hammed Ibrahim, attending to 
his sister's grave in the Beit Ha- 
nun cemetery, partially destroyed 
inthe offensive 

‘An army spokesperson con- 
firmed that ground troops were 
still based in the northern Gaza 
Strip as well as in Dahaniya, in 
thesouth ofthe territory. AFP 


Avoodoo faithful bathes near a waterfall with aromatic leaves during 
an annual voodoo pilgrimage in Haiti to seek deliverance from poverty. 


‘The pair were among the lucky 
ones. At least 330 people were 
killed in Monday's tsunami, trig- 
gered by a strong undersea earth 
quake off the south coast of Java 
island, More than 125 others are 
missing. 

Pangandaran, a sleepy vaca- 
tion spot with one of the finest 
beaches in Java that is popular 
with both domestic and foreign 
tourists, is now a ghost town in- 
fused with the stench of death 

‘The beach and nearby streets 
are littered with chunks of con- 


crete, wooden planks that were 
‘once food stalls and tiles ripped 
from hotel roofs. Boats are ma- 
rooned on shore. Puddles of wa- 
ter lie everywhere 

“Iwas very nervous about 
where I should go, where I could 
find a safe place.” 

Ameta Fanara, the 39-year-old 
manager of the Uni Beach Hotel 
next to where Martin and Julia 
were staying, said even after the 
devastating 2004 Asian tsunami 
that killed 220,000 people, Mon- 
day’s disaster shocked him. AFP 
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Gunmen kill over 50 in Iraq 
BAGHDAD— Gunmen kiled over 50 people in an attack around a crowded 
marketin a violent town near Baghdad on Monday, one of the bloodiest inci 
ents in Iraq this year. Officials and residents in Mahmudiya, as well as the 
US military whose troops were later on the scene, said gunmen, apparently 
numbering in dozens, stormed the market in the religiously mixed town af- 
ter a barrage of mortars and grenades. The Detense Ministry said Iwo car 
bombs went ofl first. Accounts fram the scene stressed the main attack was 
from gunmen on foot, tossing grenades and firing on people. The local hos- 
pital said it took in 58 dead and over 70 wounded: Shops and cars were lett 
ablaze, State television put the death tal at 70 and showed footage of the 
bumed out remains of vehicles and market stalls along a deserted street 
Reuters 


Space shuttle lands in Florida 

CAPE CANAVERAL—The US space shuttle Discovery landed smoothly in 
Florida on Monday, ending a successful 13-day mission that Nasa hopes 
wil return the US-bul shuttles to regular space flights three years after the 
Columbia disaster. Double sonic booms thundered over central Florida as 
tho shuttle glided through partly cloudy skies toward a 5-km runway at the 
Kennedy Space Center Commander Steve Lindsey gently steered the shut- 
tie through a series of turns to slow the winged spacecraft down bofre 
landing at 8:14 a.m., capping an 8.6-milion km ourney. "It was an enor- 
‘mously successful ight," Nasa administrator Michael Griffin told a post- 
landing news conference. "We're back on track.” Reuters 


Honors to Korean scientist withdrawn 
SEOUL—The South Korean government on Tuesday withdrew honors 
awarded to disgraced cloning expert Hwang Woo-suk and six colleagues as 
his research was faked, oficials said. The decision was reached at a Cabinet 
meeting presided over by Prime Minister Han Myeong-sook, the officials at 
the Prime Minister's Office said. "The government decided to deprive 
Hwang and six others of the medals as their stem call research was bogus,” 
said Min Jin-kes, an official in charge of decorations at the Prime Ministers 
Office, The six included four Seoul National University professors, as well as 
the head of a private infertiity hospital and a professor at Hanyang Universi- 
Yy AFP 


Civil resistance set in Mexico 

MEXICO CITY—A campaign of civil resistance by leftists to force a re- 
count in Mexico's disputed presidential election wil start tnis week, tak- 
ing the US ally further down the road of crisis. Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador, the leftist who lost the July 2 vote by a hair's breadth, said high- 
profile actions to bring attention to his claims of fraud and demands for 
recount were imminent. "As of today, we will work out the plan and 
\what | can say is that the first civil-resistance actions will begin this 
week,” he told a left-wing radio station. Lopez Obrador lost the July 2 
election to conservative Felipe Calderon by some 240,000 votes, out of 
over 41 million cast, and he claims widespread fraud. Leftist leaders re- 
fused to say what kind of protests were planned by Lopez Obrador, who 
pulled a crowd of hundreds of thousands of supporters at a demonstra- 
tion on Sunday. Manuel Camacho Solis, a main political adviser tothe 
iets, said some o the ations would not be announced In advance to 
maintain an element of surprise Reuters 
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Israel pounds Lebanon for 7th day 


Massive ground assault imminent; thousands of foreigners flee 


BEIRUT—ISRAELI JETS HIT LEBANESE ARMY 
bases and flattened homes in a deadly new blitz 
of air strikes Tuesday, the seventh day of an as- 
sault that has killed at least 230 people and sent 
tens of thousands of people fleeing for their lives. 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Inatit-for-tat cycle of violence, 
Hezbollah has kept up a relent- 
less barrage of rocket fire on 
northern Israel that has killed 12 
civilians and wounded dozens 
more in a week. 

A UN team was in Jerusalem 
on Tuesday on the latest leg of a 
mission to try to work out a truce 
while Secretary of State Kofi An- 
nan fleshed out plans for an inter- 
national force he said could help 
Beirut get a grip on Hezbollah, 
which effectively controls south 
ern Lebanon. 

Israel launched the all-out as- 
sault against Lebanon following 
Heabollah's capture of two sol- 
diers last Wednesday, battering 
the militant group's power base 


set ablaze and houses turned to 
rubble in scenes reminiscent of 

e country’s devastating 1975- 
1990 civil war. 

Lebanese Prime Minis 
Fuad Siniora, who has de- 
scribed his country as a disaster 
zone, issued a new appeal for a 
ceasefire, accusing Israel of try- 
ing to “send Lebanon back 50 
years.” 

Israel, which has sent ground 
troops back into Lebanon for the 
first time since it ended its occu- 
pation in May 2000, warned 
that its offensive could last at 
least another week—embold- 
ened by strong public support at 
home. 

“We will strike anyone who 
would strike at us and any terror- 
ist infrastructure, until Hezbollah 
and Hamas cease attacking us,” 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said, 
declaring that Israel was facing a 
“moment of truth.” AFP 


Helicopters, ferries and cruise 
liners were being commandeered 
to pick up foreign nationals 
trapped in the fighting between 
Israel and Lebanese Hezbollah 
guerrillas, in one of the biggest 
evacuations since World War Il 

Despite a proposal for an inter- 
national force to try to halt to the 
deadliest cross-border violence in 
decades and prevent an all-out 
regional war, the United Nations 
has so far failed to agree on a call 
fora ceasefire. 


trapped and feared dead under 
the rubble of houses pulverized 
by Israeli missiles. 

Combat jets also bombarded 
the Beirut-Damascus highway, 
cutting off the main land route 
used by people trying to flee, and 
blocking a convoy of ambu- 
lances. 

Israel said it has not ruled outa 
massive ground offensive on its 
northern neighbor in a bid to 
crush the Hezbollah militia, in Befrut’s southern suburbs and 
which it has branded part ofan hitting targets across the coun- 
Lebanon's grim body count “axis of terror” along with arch- try. 
continued to mount, with 11 sol- enemies Tehran and Damascus The international airport has 
diers and at least three civilians and the Palestinian militant been knocked out, ports bombed, 
‘Killed end several families group Hamas. bridges destroyed, power stations 


YOUNG French giris pass the time by playing with their mother's 
hair on board a Greek ferry charted by the French government to 
citizens from Lebanon July 18. 


Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corporation recent- 
ly launched the new Shell V-Power, Racing en in the 
thusias, car lovers and ordinary drivere alike 


Shell V-Power puts a splash of Ferrari in your car 


imum power 


“Shell V-Power is a 
Ferrari-inspired fue! that 
provides responsiveness 
from the first it and al 
lows for a smooth and 
clean driving experence." 
said Carl Posadas, Local 
Impiemenier, Fuels Cate- 


can now experience the fuc! that powers Ferrari 
‘very own cars, Formulated by he same 

Shell scientists who develop Ferrars Formala | 
‘cing facis, Shell V-Pow 

cris designed to help the 

a's engine produce max- 


ory Managemeni-Philippines & Noth Pacific 
Islands. “It brings together the technical expertise 
(Of Sheli and Ferrari in a product that is designed 
For drivers like you and me. Now, with Shel V- 
Power, a car is not just any car; rather, is a car 
that moves beer, giving you tht exhilaratng 
driving experience, almost 3s if you were driving 
in the FI races, Ccaly. Shell V-Power exists 10 
‘sve you tht added Kick and sustained power, 
‘when you wam i, for that exhilarating sense of 
Trosdom while driving”. 

Developed and re-designed by Shell Glo 
Solutions, Shel V-Power is uniquely formulated 
forthe Philippine market. V-Power is intended to 
help a eas engine perform at iis best while help 


ing keep the engine froe from deposi. It can be 
uscd by all care that ran on unleaded gasoline. 

‘Shell V-Power incorporates Friction Modifier 
“Technology as used by Ferrari that allows fic to 
Now smoothly 1o the heart of the engine, allow 
ing for superior performance when needed. With 
Friction Modifier Technology, Shell V-Power ac- 
tively reduces friction by creating a protective 
fiim between piston and cylinder thereby red 
ing the resistance and allowing the engine 1o tum 
more freely. These friction-reducing properties 
provide improved acecleration wile allowing 
for increased engine protection by reducing pow- 
loss due to friction. 

Ever since the 1920s Shall scientists, 
chemists and engineers bas been working with 
Ferrari 1o formulate the best fuels for the Seude- 
ria Ferrari FI ieam. This has been onc ofthe most 


successful technical parinerships inthe business 
that resulted in 11 Drivers’ and $ Constructors 
FIA Formula One World Championship ules. 

‘This parinership gives them a unique under- 
standing of engine performance in the highly 
stressed environment of Formula One. The tech- 
ology learned from Formula One enables the 
same fem of Shell scientists to develop betler fu- 
fs for motorss around the word 

Not everyone can own a Ferari, but through 
Shell, the foc! technology hat benefis Ferrari 
owners can now benefit motorists worldwide. 

‘And now Shell proudly brings is newest prod- 
uct of this solid partnership wo jis customers in the 
county so Filipinos can benefit from the lest 
‘technology and enjoy the foci being usod by Fer- 
rari in their cars. Shell V-Power is now available in 
sles Shall service soanatnwide. 


Expectation. Confidence. Thrill? 


There's a certain feeling you get from putting 
Ferrari fuel in your tank. Perhaps it’s the 
assurance of knowing that the fuel technology 
powering the Ferrari engine is also powering your 
car. We call it ‘track to road, it's all about transferring 
the things wë learn in Formula One so it benefits 


Shell V-Power 


your car's engine. Such as the Friction Modification 
Technology used by Ferrari in 2006 Formula One 
races, which is designed to keep engine paris working 
smoothly and improve acceleration. You see, to us 
it's not just fuel, we want you to feel the difference 
as soon as you fill up. 
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Clincher ys 00S" eeatiition ont 
Bulls tonight S| eee ee 


Immediately! DUSE P] ome ron 


PUREFOODS WOULD RATHER KEEP A LOW - = 


Kandira: 
profile than gloat over its current situation in : Ñ F 4142288 | I| Sar iranun 


the Philippine Basketball Association Finals. 723-0625 | 4) RESE enges? ATIN, 


Wi Trama paat trann 
Without being too confident, the That could very wellbethesame Same} fusbos oe 
Giants aim to take home the covet- mantra in the Red Bull dugout, ex- gone" Purscads 
ed Gran Matador Brandy-Philippine cept that the conviction will come Ped Bul, 92-82 
up trophy tonight at the Araneta from the sheer need to stay alive. pany nana 
Coliseum after moving a game shy The Bulls need to sweep the re- — “puretoods 83:78 z 
of ending the best-of-seven champi- maining three games to win the t- game 4-Purtoods > Sumesrer see yes MOLI ORMON, TE HAR i ma 
‘ship series just a week back. te, and noteam has done that since Came d- Putos SU RESTED PODA E wnat you ane Ae R EN. 
“The right approach is to think Ginebra did it at the expense of k I S‘ 
that this game could be our last, ike Shell during the 1991 First Confer. 
there's no more tomorow” said ence Finals. 
Purefoods coach Ryan Gregrorio af- “Winning three straight games is 
ter the Giants took a 3-1 lead with a not impossible," said Red Bullcoach 3. 
99-81 rout ofRed Bull in Game 4. Yeng Guiao, who is seeking his first- 
That has been the mind-set ofthe everall-Flipino crown in ISyears. 4 
Giants since the series opened and “Maybe i's improbable but we 
four games later, the same attitude don't care about probabilities. We'll 
has worked wonders for Gregorio's just try to go for three wins.” 
objective of nailing a second tte in "It can be done. But first, Guiao 
his young coaching career and the Bulls will have to lay down a 
“were up 3-1 but remember, it sure-fire formula for the remainder 
takes four wins to win the series," ofthe series. 
Gregorio said. Limiting season MVP James Yap 
and Kerby Raymundo is on top of 


Game 1—Puretoods 


from wrecking the shaded 
4 area whenever the Bulls 
collapse on the Gi- 


year career, is also 
playing the game of 
his life. 


“We hae tw 
make sure that we 
dontloseoursharp- É 

a, ness” said Grego- b ğ 
tio, “Wete not go- i ` SFER 

77 igobkfroh b ii SO 

ex people to cany the ae 


undo 
l'5) 
- First Team 
PUREFOODS’ Jun Limpot tries to 

block the shot of Red Bull's Enrico 

VillanuevainGame4. — saancas 


NCAA suspects Ls 
game-fixing, seeks | í F. i 
NBI help—again 


By Marc Anthony Reyes The object of their suspicion is a } í i A 
E e a Be 
\- courtside who were seen making 3 ro, 
ting the results of NCAA men's “excessive phone calls” just before j ? niyo sa paglala 
basketball? the game ended. Some of them 
“Thats what the league is trying were seen using two cell phones at A F á tutoo kayo 
to find out as it prepares to send the same time. an sa team at 
fresh evidence to the National Bu- The Heavy Bombers led by as å 
Teau of Investigation this week, ac- many as 17 points in the third quar- sure na sure 
cording to league sources yester- ter and took a 12-point edge imo) fd "0. 
day. the the fourth. The Blazers lost by ang diskarte n y 
The league's management com- just two points, triggering specula- Pasado kayo sa 
mittee (Mancom), the sources said, tons that the game was rigged so Í kl 
will ask the NBI to study the video- JRU would still win by a “small- = Chunkee Check! 
tape of the Jose Rizal-St. Benilde plus.” 
‘match Monday night at the Ninoy Players on both teams and game 
‘Aquino Stadium where the Heavy officials might have been part of the 
Bombers pulled of their frst win in “deal” the sources said. 
sixsans, NAN an 


‘a welcome respite for the Giants, 
the Bulls felt it wasn't really neces- 
June Navarro 


Driving my van became smoothe: 
Plus, my gas gauge didn't dip toei 


TRON {2 


Yap, Pacquiao 
share a secret 


‘THEDATEFORTHE ——————— 
surgery has not been 

Seema ts mgt IN HUDDLE 
certain if 2006 PBA D 
MVP James Yap will 

have his nose opera- 

tion before or after 

his vacation in the 

United States with 

spouse Kris Aquino. 

No, sily, hes not 5 
having a nose job. Beth Celi 
James profile” is 
near-perfect. 

Hes having a bothersome polyp in the 
nasal passage excised. 

“The polyp gave Kris a big scare a few days 
ago, when James nose bled profusely. This 
went on and off for three days and left the 
couple worried since the bleeding seemed 
to be triggered by physical stress. 

‘That was before Game 4 of the ongoing 
Gran Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup 
championship series. 

“Ang lakas ng bleeding, nakakatakot,” 
Kris said. 

The doctor” diagnosis somewhat al- 
layed the couple's worst fears. The bleed- 
ing was traced to the presence ofa polyp 
inside James’ nose. It will have to go, 
sooner or later 

Meantime, James is taking the advice 
of boxing icon Manny Pacquiao, who has 
disclosed to the cager what he believes is 
the secret recipe for his extraordinary 
strength. 

“Chicken tinola with lots of malunggay 
leaves. Manny said I should take it a day 
before and on game day. According to 
him, the secret îs in the malunggay. He 
swears by it," James said. 

Bet you can guess James' ulam today 
and yesterday 

Speaking of Manny, 1 blushed a bit when 
PDI columnist Recal Trinidad, author of 
“Pacific Storm,” asked if it was medically al- 
right for a woman to have sex two weeks af- 
ter giving binh. 

Recah posed the question to his lady- 
guess, during the launch of the Pacquiao 
book at the National Bookstore in Shangri- 
La Mall, last week. He was talking about an 
interview with Manny’ mistress, Joan Ba- 
cosa, who said that Manny visited her two 
weeks after she had given birth to their son 
Emmanuel 

During the visit, Joan said they did it. The 
complete account is in Recahs book. 

To answer Recah’ question, 1 know of a 
couple who did it 10 days after a normal de- 
livery stitches and all 

Isittrue that Fil-Ams Joe de Vance, Kel- 
1y Williams and Rob Reyes, who all have 
applied for the 200607 PBA draft, had 
failed to complete the documents re- 
quired in time for the deadline? 

Tm told that the PBA has extended the 
deadline to July 31 to give the three po- 
tential top picks more time to full the 
eligibility requirements, which will have 
tobe approved by the PRA board. 

‘The annual draft is scheduled on Aug. 
20 at Market Market, The Fort. 


‘The Living Legend, Robert Jaworski, and 
Red Bull team owner George Chua must be 
very good friends. 2 

During the PBA MVP Awards Night, 
where Jawo was the special guest, the for- 
mer senator hopped over the ringside rail- 
ings just to say hello to George, who was 
seated some rows behind the Red Bull 
bench. 

1 caught up with the Big J later at the 
Araneta Coliseum’s gazebo, but I didn't get 
anything substantial about his plans. Nei- 
ther did Ronnie Nathanielsz who must have 
spent an hour chatting with the basketball 

‘The Big J talked about the importance of 
good education to the girl who was with 
me, strongly advising her to "study well” 

HOOPVINE: My colleague Ronnie 
‘Nathanielsz and my son Raymond have ac- 
cused me of commiting a grievous sin of 
‘omission. Ronnie said 1 failed to include Vi- 
va talent Mark Bautista on my list of per- 
formers during Manny V Pangilinan's birth- 
day concert. Raymond, on the other hand, 
‘couldn't understand how I could have over- 
looked his idol Joey Generoso, lead vocalist 
Of the Side-A band. So sorry, guys... Cant 
confirm persistent talk of an impending 
rigodon of PBA coaches for the next season, 
Al we can do is wait and see... Just before 
the Talk 'N Text Phone Pals left for Los Ange- 
les, the team’s PBA governor Ricky Vargas 
signed up Donbe! Belano to another 3-year 
‘contract. The Phone Pals, so far, have won 
‘one game and lost another in the Los Ange- 
Jes summer tournament. 


GAR FRANCE—FLOYD LANDIS KNOWS 
the Alps well—he sweated up enough 
steep mountain climbs to help Lance 
Armstrong clinch three of his seven 
Tour de France wins. 

With Armstrong retired, Landis is now 
amain contender for Tour victory as lead- 
er of the Phonak team. With the three- 
week race entering the Alps, the final 
stretch will soon be in sight. 

By the end of Tuesday's 15th stage, 
which winds through 21 sharp bends to 
finish at the summit of the famed LAIpe 
¢Huez, Landis will have a clearer idea if 
he has what it takes to win, 

Stuck in Armstrong's shadow at US 
Postal, Landis dreamed long enough 
aboutit. 

“I always believed 1 could do it from 
the beginning,” Landis said Monday. "Tve 
proved I'm strong enough to win the 
Tour” 

Second-placed Landis feels he can 


make up the 1 minute, 29 secor 
‘on overall race leader Oscar Per 

“My objective is to get to the ġ 
without losing too much timel 
said during a rest day in Gap. 
confident in my time-traling ab 

At this stage, Landis says, we 
leader's yellow jersey isirelevay 

“I have to stay focused on th 
ture, rather than think of livin} 
ment,” he said. "That wouldn't H 

Landis, who sits eight second 
Cyril Dessel of France, is 
Pereiro will wilt in the Alps, and 
his main rival to be Denis Meneh 
Rabobank team—who is 61 sey 
hind in fourth place. 

“Menchov is the guy 1 have 
the most,” Landis said. 

Pereiro, meanwhile, is tipped 
gle in the coming days. 

“We will see how he goes thi 
Alps,” said Alejandro Valverde. 


RP women next to Everest 
IT'S THE LADIES TURN TO SCALE THE SUMMIT OF 
{he wor highest mountain. The people behind the 
successful Pilppine Mount Everest xpeiton Team 
are again sending a crack Fllpino squad to cimb he 
malay mountain nent year at wil include three 
Young but daring women in Carina Dayondon, Janet 
Belarmino and tormer dragon boat atonal team 
member Noelle Wenceslao. Art Valdes, head of the 
team, made the announcement yesterday in a special 
session of tne PSA Forum at the Pantalan Restaurant 
in Manda that was graced by no less than Leo Oracion 
and Erwin Pastor Eat, the frst two Fina mou 
tain cimbers to reach the Mount Everest summit. 
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N chances China hoops pins Olympic medal 
; hopes on Wang, Yao combination 


D'Epargne-llles Balears teammate of 
Pereiro, whose Tour ended on stage 3 
with a broken right collarbone. 

“He has to resist, but with tranquility 
and without any pressure,” Valverde 
added. 

Peace and tranquility are qualities best 
associated with Alpine treks for tourists, 
not cyclists, and some of the Tour passes 
are so tough they can end a rider's race. 

‘The pressure, and hot sun, are sure to 
be intense on Tuesday and over two more 
days of painful Alpine routes, with sever- 
al steep climbs in one of the most unpre- 
dictable races in years. 

‘A far cry from the recently ended Arm 
strong era, where Postal patrolled the 
mountains, chasing down and swallow- 
ing up pretenders to the Texan's title. 

“This year, however, riders as far down 
as 11th-place Yaroslav Popovych of Dis- 
covery Channel could still be in con- 
tention. AP 
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YAO: Nursing 
broken foot 


BEIJING—CHINA IS MULLING A 
Yin and Yang strategy for the up- 
coming Worid Basketball Cham- 
pionships, based on the inside 
and outside games of Yao Ming 
and Wang Zhizhi, known togeth- 
er as the “Walking Great Wall.” 

The current national side is bank- 
ing on the domineering skills of 
NBA All Star Yao to command the 
center position, while 2.14 meter 
(seven foot-one-inch) sharp-shoot- 
ing Wang keeps defenders from col- 
lapsing on Yao by hoisting up three 
pointers from the perimeter: 

The World Championships, 
‘which begin in Japan on Aug. 19, 
will be the first time that the 2.26 
meter Yao has played with Wang 
since 2001, not long after the 

wee “Walking Great Wall” nickname 


was coined for China's seven-foot 
basketball players. 

The media have called Yao “the 
sun,” or the Yang essence in the 
traditional Chinese philosophy 
on maintaining balance, while 
Wang is being called “the 
moon, "or the Yin essence. 

However, key to Yao's partici 
pation will be whether or not he 
‘can fully recover from a broken 
foot sustained in a Houston Rock- 
et match in April. 

With Yao recovering, Wang has 
Jed the team with averages of 20 
points and 10 rebounds per game 
during a recent series of warm up 
matches in Italy, where he scored 
44 points against Japan in one 
game and notched 19 first-half 
points against Italy. AFP 
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poisoning 
whom at PSC? ` 


WEVE HEARD 
some of the weird- 
est stories from the 
Philippine Sports 
Commission, but 
nothing beats 

T sant wih, 
there was this an 
nouncement that 
the PSC had decid- 
ed to serap the ath- 
letes meal al- 
Jowance during in- 
temational campaigns. 

“They get free board and lodging during 
these foreign stints, so there's no need any- 
more to provide them meal allowances,” 
PSC commissioner Ritchie Garcia was quot- 
ed as having said in a meeting with Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee president Jose Co- 
juangeo, 

Garcia may have a point there; although 
it has been the practice through the years to 
provide athletes a litle pocket money 
‘whenever they go out to compete in intr 
national events like the Olympics and the 
Asad, 

Garcia claimed the PSC has no money 
Period. 

Nothing weird there, either: 


Bare EYE || 


Recah 
Trinidad 


‘Now, listen to this report carried in the 
Malaya sports section on Monday: 
“Some 50 national athletes fell ill, possi- 
bly victims of food poisoning, following a 
meeting with PSC chair William Ramirez | 
last Friday. Ironically, the victims met | 
with Ramirez to protest, among others, 
the PSC decision to scrap the athletes 
meal allowances during international 
competitions." 

The report added that the athletes, 
among them medalists of the 2005 
Southeast Asian Games and some 
preparing for the Asian Games in Doha, 
Qatar, in December, started to suffer from 
vomiting and loose bowel movement, af- 
ter partaking of food served during the < 
consultation, 

Some of the affected players had re- 
quired hospitalization due to severe 
stomach pains and dizziness. 


‘The PSC was being candid when it 
claimed it had no money for meal al- 
lowances. d 

OF course, youve also heard of that fa- «| 
mous incident about Mary Antoinette pre- 
scribing cake for poor citizens following a. 
severe shortage of bread in old France. 

No. This is not meant to suggest some- 
thing sinister, but the timing—the PSC 
funds shortage and the subsequent food 
poisoning —was anything but funny 

PSC chair Ramirez, criticized by both the 
national athletes and national sports associ- 
ations for scrapping the $30 daily allowance 
of athletes in overseas meets, was spared 
the ordeal 

Said the Malaya report: “Ramirez did not 
Join the athletes in the brunch, which in 
cluded pancit palabok and bibingka. He re- 
portedly flew to Davao on an official trip af- 
ter tuming down the athletes’ pleas." 


Yesterday, it was reported that PSC 
commissioner Leon Montemayor has or- 
dered an investigation into the reported 
food poisoning incident. 

“This is very alarming. We're talking 
here of the health and safety of national 
athletes, who are the responsibility of the 
PSC. We need an assurance that it does 
not happen again," Montemayor said. 

‘Annie Ruiz, chief of the PSC for NSAS 
Affairs, would not divulge where her of- 
fice bought the palabok and puto, sus- 
pected to have been the causes of last Fri- 
Gay's food poisoning incident 

Meanwhile, it could not be immediate- 
ly determined how much in allowances 
our dedicated sports officials would be 
getting when they accompany our poor 
Athletes to the forthcoming Asian 
Games. 

No money. But expect the corrupt 
among these officials 10 get all the fee 
dollars they could take. They would also 
have enough free time to play tourist, un- 
like the hardworking athletes. 
| ‘Another thing: There's no assurance 

there would be more athletes than Fil- 
| ipino officials when they take that plane 
| t0 Dohain December 


SJE derby 2nd round set 

THE SHOWDOWN AMONG LOCAL AND FOREIGN 
cockight enthusiasts resumes today at San uan 
Coliseum as the second round ot "Rambulan 5- 
cock derby” fires otf at 5 p.m. A purse of P3.5 mit 
ton awaits the winners in this six-day event spon- 
sored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Entry fee is 
6,800. Cockers who wish to join may call 
7256563, 7255389 or 0917-8041681 for inquiries. 


Makati ‘Salpukan today 

THE LAST BATCH OF PARTICIPANTS IN MAKAT 
Coiseum's “Salpukan Sa Taglugon 5-cock derby” 
plunges into action today and wil be aiming for = 
the last tickets to the finals. So far, 41 cockers 
with two points apiece entered the championship 
round on July 22 in the event sponsorad by B- 
Meg Ace. Winners stand to receive P2 milion 
plus a brand-new Ford Escape For detalls, call ~ 
8969545 and 8956475 ` 
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NCAA suspects 


Morales lambasts Roach 


MEXICAN RING ICON ERIC “EL TER- 
rible” Morales yesterday lambasted 
Manny Pacquiao's renowned trainer 
Freddie Roach, branding the Ameri 
can strategist as someone “never 
good enough to be in a big fight.” 

Morales, in an interview with the box- 
ing website Fightnews, was reacting to 
recent comments made by Roach while 
he was in Manila. 

Roach purportedly labeled the Mexi- 
can future Hall of Famer as “a nasty guy, 
‘who has spoken very bad of the Filipino 
people.” 


MORALES 


(Morales) again,” referring to the third 


“Ihave never insulted the Filipino peo- 
ple in my life,” said Morales. "To the con- 
trary, I believe that they are, as well as 
Mexican fans, very loyal to their boxers 
and have a well-grounded knowledge of 
boxing, and they support the sport like 
few others. 

Morales also said he “respected” Pac- 
quiao “asa fighter" 

“Ihave never put Pacquiao's greatness 
as a warrior in doubt,” the Mexican said 
“I mentioned in some interviews what I 
believed were his weaknesses, but I nev- 
er said that I don't respect him, because 


‘Asked why he lost to Pacquiao in Jan- 
tary Morales said he “was over-conident 
afier beating him so easily the fis time,” 
and “I made some mistakes in my taining 
‘camp that! will not make again." 

“Tt is insulting to me that Roach wants 
to put words in my mouth,” said Morales. 
“Ifhe cant wait to see Manny try to beat 
me again, just tell him that Now. 18 will 
behere soon enough.” 

Morales said he is sad to see former 
fighters like Roach who are now trainers 
“wanting to take center stage in a big 
fight, because they were never good 


game-fixing, 
seeks NBI help 


From page A29 

The game hap- 
pened when the NBI 
agents who regularly 
watch the games have 
already left the venue. 

“We have been 
watching over these 
people, along with the 
NBI, for quite some 
time,” said one of the 


STANDINGS W 
Letran 5 
SanBeda 4 
Pou 4 
Mapa 3 
S. Sebastian 2 
Perpetual 2 
Jose Rizal 1 
St Benide 4 


L 
0 
1 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
5 


‘The American was also reported as 
having said, “I can't wait to beat this man 


showdown on Nox. 18 between Pacquiao 
and Morales. 


that is not true. I de 
fighter” 


jo respect him as a enough tobeinabigfight” Salven L- 


Lagumbay, contributor 


By June Navarro 


ALASKA YESTERDAY ENDED SPECU- 
lations of a coaching revamp after giving 
‘Tim Cone a fresh mandate to continue a 
long-running parmership that trans- 
formed the Aces into one of the most re- “T 
spectable ballelubs in the Philippine Bas- 
ketball Association. 


‘Team manager Joaqui Trillo declined 
to disclose the terms bur said that Cone, 
Alaska's head coach for 18 years, will say 
with the Fred Uyeengsu-owned franchise, 
extending what already is the longest 
‘coaching stint in the history ofthe league. 

f'm pleased to rerum for my 18th year 
with the team and Tm thankful that Pm 
still te one they fel who can get them to 


—and likes what he’s got 


tract—terms were not disclosed —despite the fact that the 
iest time Cone won a titie was in the 2003 Invitational tour- 
nament and the last ime he won a conference crown was 

the 2000 All-Filipino Cup. 

“Thaven'thad the kind of succes the last couple of years 
when you look at the placings,” Cone admitted. “But I felt 
comfortable with my performance as a coach and 1 felt that 
the team is moving in the right direction that, as a coach, 
you want it 

That allowed him to keep his job in 1993, the fact that he 
was able to convince management that he had the pieces in 
place and that he had a system that would make those 
pieces move toward winning championships. 

‘The players he had then were sil ill at ease with the 
vaunted triangle offense—a system as complicated as the 
math that deals with the study of the geometric figure it is 
based on—and were close to rebelling against it. But Cone 
managed to sell the system and Alaska went on to win 10 
tes in the 90s, including a grand slam in 1996. 

This year, he feels he has the pieces in place and i's justa 
matter of gerting a system down pat. 

“s no longer hard to sell the ‘triangle, what with the 
successit has proven with the Chicago Bulls, the LA Lakers 
and the Alaska Aces,” said Cone. Count that: That's 20 tities 
among those three teams. "But irs tough selling the pa- 
tience it takes to keep the faith in that system.” 

For that reason—and for the fact thar teams have goten 
along hard look at the comers of that offense—Cone has 
varied his system to fi the players he has now. 

“That's the important thing—we have the pieces ready” — fi 
said Cone. “it may be quite impractical to make a goal out of 
trying to repeat what we did in the 90s—that wasa special ° 
team with special players—but we have the players we 
‘want and we're applying a system that they're comfortable 
with.” 

“f think the team is where it should be at this point,"he 
added. 

‘And no doubt, Cone is where he should be, too. 


By Francis Ochoa 


‘THE LAST TIME TIM CONE EVER FELT WORRIED 
about his job was late 1993, when things were going so bad 
for Alaska—and when very few people had little inkling that 
the following year, the Aces would star a dynasty that 
‘would fill newspaper spaces for a decade. 

‘So he was in for a little jolt of surprise—and a tinge of 
nostalgja—when he read in the papers Monday moming. 
that he was again tip-oeing at the edge of unemployment. 

“Lwoke up to that (reports),” said the Grand Siam men- 
tor, one of only four coaches to have won three PBA titles in 
a single season. “It came quite as a surprise, to be honest 
with you.” 

‘Surprise, mainly because by that time, he already had a 
‘contract signed with the Aces. Nostalgia? Only because 
somebody reminded him that he thought he was about to 
be fired in 1993. 

‘The one thing he felt lite of, though, was worry 

“Wel, there was that slight concem,”he admitted. “After 
all, when your contract runs out, you always have to worry 
Especially because the PBAS still about business.” 

Tit were, indeed, nothing more than business, then Cone 
had already invested enough to assure himself of another 
shot at reviving the Alaska dominance that once lft every- 
body else setling for foomores in the 90s: He has 11 cham- 
pionships and ranks No. 2 among coaches, second only to 
Baby Dalupan’s 15. Those 11 championships have put Alas- 
ka at No. 3 in the all-time list, behind San Miguel’ 17 and 
Crispa's 13. 

But the Aces have also made their mark by putting a per- 
sonal touch to this business of running a team. 

‘And that, more than ever, is what kept Cone optimistic 
that he would keep the spot he has held for close to two 
decades. 3 

“After 17 years, you'd always want to think the loyalty 
factor is going to kick in,” he said. 

Ttdid. The Aces management renewed his con- 


whose Aces fell short 
‘ongoing 


“ir was a tough endi 
sure that all of us, the 
tire organization, will 


another championship,” 


ippine Cup Finals 
ing to Purefoods in the semifinals. 


Tim takes it to extra time | 


Aces extend already long partnership with Cone 


ofseven semifinals before the Giants 
swept the series to arrange a champi 
onship duel with Red Bull 

“We just have to continue where we 
leftof said Cone. 

Said Uyengsu: “We have enjoyed a || 
fair amount of success over the yearsand 
T believe there is still more to come with 
thisteam.” 


of figurir 


ing, but you can be 
players and the en- 
Use that as motiva- 


JUANITO RUBILLAR FAILED YESTERDAY IN 
his bid to win the World Boxing Council interim 
Junior flyweight crown, losing via a unanimous 
decision to Thailand's Wandee Singwangcha in 
their 12-ound battle at rhe Mall Shopping Cen- 
terin Bangkapi, Bangkok, Thailand. 

Tk was a fairly competitive fight, but not ac- 
cording to the tree judges who scored the bout 
in favor of the Thai fighter, 117-113, 117-113 


and 117-111. Singwangcha now gets the chance 
to challenge WBC junior Byweight kingpin Brian 
Viloria next, should the latter hurdle his Aug. 10 
{foe in Mexican Omar Niño Romero. 

After a very close two rounds, Rubillar 
had a very slight edge in round three as he 
started pressing the action. He also was the 
aggressor in the fourth as Wandee kept on 
retreating. Salven Lagumbay, contributor 


Off a big 


lished his 


JEAN STEFANO MARCELO PULLED 


rule the third leg of the Rotax Invitation- 
al Championship recendy 
mona Circuit Philippines. 
Charging back from the tailend, 
Marcelo posted the victory that estab- 


elite young katers. 


‘GAMES TODAY (Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium) 
12noon—oso Rizal 
vs. SSC (Jrs/Srs) 

4 p.m—Perpetal 
Help vs. San Beda 
(Sra) 


sources. “I dont know 
why it happened 
when they were 
lagens] were not 
there.” 

NCAA Mancom 
chief Bemie Atienza 
said there are 6-12 
tickets reserved for NBI agents every game day 
for the purpose of eradicating game-fixing. 

‘The league also sought NBI assistance last 
year to dispel rumors that a group of people 
‘were fixing the results of some matches, 

“We can only speculate because its a very, 
very hard thing to prove,” said Atienza of host St. 
Benilde. “Now the best we could do is to make 
them aware that we know what they are upto." 

Meanwhile, San Beda, making its strongest ti- 
tle campaign in 27 years, faces Perpetual Help 
today at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

‘The Red Lions (4-1) are gunning for their 
fourth straight win, 

Jose Rizal, which finally posted its first win in 
five games last Monday will collide with San Se- 
bastian (2-4) in the other seniors match. 


Tipon captures 
gold; Tañamor, 
Payla fall short 


BANTAMWEIGHT JOAN TIPON, A CINCH TO 
make the Doha Asian Games, punished Pakistan's 
Abid Aliin the finals and salvaged the Philippines’ 
lone gold medal in the Greenhill Cup boxing 
competitions in Karachi, Pakistan, Sunday. 

But highly regarded light‘iyweight Harry 
Tañamor and flyweight Violito Payla bowed to 
vastly superior South Korean foes and seled for 
silver medals 

Using excelent footwork and stinging jabs, 
Tipon took the lead right in the first round en 
route toa 28-20 decisi 

Earlier, Tafiamor, who like Tipon is the reign- 
ing Southeast Asian Games titleholder, lost to the 
classy Hong Moo-won, 18:33, while Payla suf- 
fered a 17-37 beating from world champion Lee 
Ok-song. 

The 1-2-1 gold-slverbronze finish enabled 
the Philippines to finish third overall in the 22- 
team field featuring some of the finest Asian and 
European boxers. 

Lightweight Genebert Basadre Jost to a Pakistani 
rival in the semifinals and seed for the bronze. 

Manny T. Lopez, president of the Amateur 
Boxing Association of the Philippines, lauded the 
gallant stand of the Pacific Heights-sponsored 
fighters. 

“Our boxers held their own against some ofthe 
world’s best boxers," said Lopez, who thanked the 
Philippine Sports Commision for its support. 


guns in Rotax Invt’l karting 


surprise over favored rivals to 
at the Car- 


starure as one of the country’s 


Hounded by mechanical problems, he 
finished si in the qualifying and had to 
start dead-last after being black-fagged 
due toa los chain guard in Race One. 
The rain washed away Marcelo’ 
woes in the semifinal race where he 
worked his way up past topnotch drivers 
Indy Villalon, Maico Angeles, Oliver 
Aquino and Daniel Cleak to finish sec- 


ond behind winner Ivan Carapiet. 
‘Marcelo passed pol ster Carapiet in 
the second comer of the fist lap and 
gained a seven second lead in Lap 4 
‘Though he drove conservatively in 
the 10th lap, Marcelo was already far 
from the reach of Cleak and Villalon, 
who did a wid chase afer passing 
‘Alessandra Madrigal in Lap 6 


‘everyone happy -allat once. 


TAKE MEHOME! 
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Finally, a recreational vehicle that considers the needs of every passenger. With advanced and 
luxurious features that give you the safest, smoothest and a most quet ride, isa 
the way. From a sporty, European-style look to its flexible seating arrangements to its Mobile VCD 
Entertainment System, the new Nissan Serena Q-RV might just delver the impossible: make 
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NISSAN MANILA 


NISSAN COMMONWEALTH 


18, to August 31, 2006 


f FREE: Chatel Mortgage Fee + 1 yr. Comprehensive Insurance « 3 yrs. LTO Reg. « Tint - Floormats « Seatcover 


msan GALLERY ORTIGAS 


NISSAN NORTH EDSA BALINTAWAK 


3 yrs. / 100,000 km warranty” 
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White Lady 

Stars Angelica Panganiban, Pauleen Luna, JC de Vera, Jason 
Abalos 

Directed by Jeff Tan 

‘A gang of bullies preys on a studious newcomer (Luna), who soon dis- 
covers a horrifying secret. She is haunted by a female ghost in white—the 
same restless spirit who stalks and exacts revenge on the campus ruffian. 
‘The debuting director says he pulled out all the stops in making this movie, 
‘using “300 shots or 30 plus minutes of special effects.” It was a complicated 
shoot, he says. Supervising producer Roselle Monteverde-Teo concurs: 
“Hed do eight to 10 takes. He was very meticulous.” At frst, Regal executive 
producer Lily Monteverde was bothered by the young filmmakers perfec- 
tionism. "But when my mother saw the finished film, she was pleased,” Teo 
‘says. The titular ghoul, Teo adds, is a product of F/X and prosthetics. “She's 
smoldering, smoke is coming out of her pores.” 


RV 

‘Stars Robin Williams, Jeff Daniels, Cheryl Hines 

Directed by Barry Sonnenfeld 

‘An LA-based workaholic (Williams) takes his reluctant family on a holi- 
day in Colorado, on board an RV, “an unwieldy, oversized vehicle” Along 
the way, they meet and are befriended by an “iritatingly endearing and 
carefree” clan who lives in an RV The snobby city folks’ cose encounter with 
“fulltime RVers” inadvertently teaches the former the true meaning of 

nding Eleanor Ringel Gillespie of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution notes 
“a few bumps in the road, but overall is an acceptable Big Dumb Summer 
Movie." Michael Wilimington of the Chicago Tribune complains: “Wiliams 
is such a comic virtuoso that it almost hurts to see him straining to pump life 
into a conventional, uninspired comedy... but he keeps the movie going 
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Here's how to enjoy Sun Sulit Calls: 
1. Sun Cellular Prepaid Subseribers may now enjoy one (1) hour 
of Local Sun-to-Sum calls for only P30 with Sulit Calls. 
Thats PO.50/minutet 
2. Sun Sulit Calls may be purchased via the following: 
— Via Physical Call Cards 
+ Via Eletronl PINs (E-PINs) purchased in convenience stores 
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By Marinel R. Cruz 


UBRADOR,” THE 
K cessing move in 
this year’s Cine- 
malaya Independent Film 
Festival, had to be 
screened twice on Mon- 
day as a result of requests 
from various foreign em- 
bassies, Ingum- 
ER Entertain- 
ment learned. 
The requests for 
the Jeffrey Jeturian 
Film came from repre- 
sentatives of the Ital- 


(DFA}—all expressed interest in 
“Kubrador,” as well, said Ramses. 
“We find this great interest 
watching an {independent] film 
unusual,” Ramses told TNqUIRER 
Entertainment in a phone inter- 
view on Monday. "I guess it has to 
do with the fact that ‘Kubrador? 
impressed many when it was 
shown outside the country—and 
also because of the controversial 
KUBRADOR/A2-2 


as well as from 
Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP), accord- 
ing to festival coordi- 
nator Tess Ramses. 
The American af- 
fairs and Association 
of Southeast Asian 
Nation (Asean) af- 
fairs divisions of the 
Department of For- 
eign Affairs 
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‘THE MOVIE’S lead star Gina Pareño with director Jeffrey Jeturian 


GOING STRONGER ON ITS 4TH WEEK! 


Mince RATING: GENERAL AUDIENCE | ALL AGES ADMITTED 


P 256,000,000 | 


IN JUST 19 DAYS NATIONWIDE 
AND STILL COUNTING... 
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& Upon successful loading, you will receive a text message reflecting 


Your Sun-to-Sun cali minutes € the corresponding validity. 


4 To check your remaining Sun Sulit Call minutes and expiry, 


like Shell Select, Mini-Stop or 7-Eleven lal “221* and press SEN. 
+ Via SMS: Text VolCEcepace, then send to 223 
+ Via The Malt: visit The MalbMall Assistant> IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 


My Account Prepaid BuyVoico VOCE 1 
* For purchases via SMS and The Mall, you will need to have 
at least P30 regular load to convert to Sun Sulit Calls. 
* Upon successful purchase of Sun Sulit Call,  _ 
You wili receive a text message confirming your purchase 
with loading Instructions and validity. 


To maximize your Sun Sulit Calls, wake sre you do not have 24/7 
"all Text United and ate all Tert Unlined. 


+ Ifyou are still enjoying the pre-loaded service of your newly activated 


Sun Cellular Prepald SIM (SIM with 7 days of 24/7 Call $ Text Unlimited 
or 12 days of Paylite Call & Text Unlimited), load your Sum Sulit Calls 
after the free serviee expires. 


3 1 hour of sun +o-Sun calls! 


+ Get more Local Sun-to-Sun minutes when you 
combine Sun Sulit Calls with any ofthe following: 


5 Hours of Local 
Simao Son Cale & 
stmt Local Suntan 


GEG = 2 Hours ot Local, 
alis =, SunoSin Cals 
‘erates = h = tniad Local Santo San 


STO amusamen Tasa a its kd for 7 days) 
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1 Hour ot Local Suen 
Cat Nandor TAa 4 

= aunimistsca Saviosun 4 
"ets paid or daya) 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


1 PIRATES OF THE CARRIBEAN 2THX. 6 LADY IN THE WATER 


2 PIRATES OF THE CARRIBEAN 2 


7 WANNA BE HAPPY 


3 SUPERMAN RETURNS. 


8 NACHO LIBRE 


“4 RV RUNAWAY VACATION 


9 WILD ORCHID 


5 WHITE LADY 


1 PIRATES OF THE CARRIBEAN 2 


10 LOVE WRECKED 


movietime] 


` 


Your life as a movie 
r OE ieee 


CINEMA 


Witness the biggest wrestling action 
on the big screen at thes 
SM Cinema branch 


Cebu, Fairview 
Mall of Asia, Manila 
Megamall, North EDSA, 
Southmall, Sta. Mesa 


July 29 (Weekend Screening) 
io30am. 130pm 
430 pm. 730 pam 


uly 30 (Weekend Screening) 
i0a0am, 1.20pm. 
430 pm, 730 pm. 


With a simultaneous Screening on 
RDS 5S juty 24 (7:00 pm) at ali SM participating branches| 
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at all Robinsons Movieworld Branches 


MTRCB Rating: G 
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$2 THE NUN 

3 RV RUNAWAY VACATION 
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$ UNITED 93 


Al Ages Admitted 
Caution: The film contains some scary scenes 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts fr volume purchases! 


Farman eden pi Mang saraet Dept a S8? 98 2 a aS 


FEEDBACK 


ENY 


Double 
standard 


From Ariel Garces 
(arielgarces@ya- 
hoo.com): 

I do not under- 
stand why the MTR- 
CB reprimands only 
the big networks like 
ABS-CBN and GMA 
7. There are other TV 
networks showing 
more lewd programs. 
An example is the 
show “Balitang 
Okray” on Ch, 21, 
Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
The hosts use very 
vulgar language unfit 
for Tv In one 
episode, the hosts 
narrated that Zanjoe 
Marudo was de-vir- 
ginized by a gay at 
the age of 14 and was 
paid only a jumbo 
siopao, in exchange 
for his “jumbo hot- 
dog.” How can the 
MTRCB let this show 
get away with such 
vulgarity yet always 
pick on the shows of 
the other networks? 
Clearly, there is a 
double standard 
here. 


‘Kubrador’ 


From page A2-1 


subject.” 

"Kubrador” pro- 
duced by MLR Films, 
chronicles three days 
in the life of a jueteng 
collector played by 
Gina Pareño. 

MLR Films execu- 
tive producer Joji 
Alonso confirmed the 
second screening of 
the digital movie be- 
forehand, “I lent 
reels ‘of the 
film—with subte 
tles—to Cinemalaya 
so the members of 
the diplomatic corps 
could watch it.” 
Alonso said. The 
movie was shown in 
two theaters at the 
Cultural Center of 
the Philippines si- 
multaneousiy. 

A Cinemalaya offi- 
cial who refused to 
be identified said the 
film has probably 
piqued the interest of 
some sectors because 
they are implicated 
in it. In the movie, 
the official said, a 
priest places a bet, 
and a government of- 
ficial protects. a 
jueteng operator 
Critics’ choice 

“What's wrong 
with that?" Alonso 
said. As a movie pro- 
ducer, 1 subscribe to 
only two 
things—honesty and 
passion. - ‘Kubrador’ 
has both.” 

She added: “We 
believe in the materi- 
al. No one has made 
a statement on 
Jueteng yet [through 
a movie). It’s about 
time people started 
really talking about 
i” 

“Kubrador” writ- 
ten by Ralston G. 
Jover was unani- 
ously chosen by the 
International Federa- 
tion of Film Crities to 
receive the Interna- 
tional Crtie’s Prize at 
the Moscow Interna- 
tional Film Festival. It 
is also being invited 
to the annual Pusan 
International Film 
Festival in South Ko- 
rea and the Hawaii 
Intemational Film 
Festival in Honolulu, 

Eight fulllength 
feature and 10 short 
films are featured in 
‘weeklong Cinemalaya 
festival, which ends 
with an awards show 
on July 23, 


(See festival 
“primer” in Viewfind- 
€7,A3-1.) 
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$62.2M more for ‘Pirates’ 

Los ANGELES—"PIRATES OF 

Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest” dug up $62.2 

million in its second weekend, raising its 10- 

day total to $258.2 million. 

Last weekend's top 10 at US and 
theaters, according to Ex 
ficial trackers: 1) 
Man,” $21.7M; 3) 
; 4) "Superman Retur 

10.45M; 6) "Ca 
“The Lake Hous 


owns 


JACKIE Chan disrupts friend’s concert. 


JackieChan: § Sa 
So sorry! 


HONG HONG Jack- 
ie Chan apologized 
Suny ato ae 
an dupon tT 
So smerny ; . Soet 
Soe eee tic bef uperFerry 
actor unexpectedly y 1 aiie ipid ‘to! 
climbed on stage and g e E eae Tripid ‘to! 
verbally sparred with p 

Ta aains 
T as hed 
uled concert guest 
e ey ies 
showed up unan- 
aide cer 
following evening. 
A reed ice 
ami ow come 
ene 

iors heed 
Chan yelling 

Sien of mate 
annoying." Chan re- 
TEA 
Some 
eee si ae 
porters aker a promo. | 
ea 
See nae 
dy  "Rob-B-Hood,” 
Gaina 

“I shouldn't play 
with ny. ea 
wieder tase 


public,” Chan said. "Tf Pes meas i 4 ee so ’ e: 
Rpologize to. [him] RERET _ Ferry | 
and to the audience RAEN : Tipid ‘tot 


One giri is really TET i TT 
Soing overboard. : 


that night." 


Blow up the fun.and e: Yent with a free return pass every time it raigg with Enchanted Kingdom's Rainy Days Promo! 


‘The free return pass will be given after 5 minutes of continuous rain and is valid for 2 weeks from date of visit. Promo runs until August 13, 2006 only so hurry and get ready for some wet n’ wild fun! 


Park Schedule: June 10 to August 13, 2006 e Saturdays and Sundays 10AM - 10PM e Fireworks Display 9PM 
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July 19 & 26 
8 PM / Fuente Circle 


FREE ADMISSION 
EZ Eastwood City 
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PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN 


Eastwood City Watk 2, Eastwood City LADY IN THE WATER 
E Rodriguez dr Ave. (C3) Quezon Ciy BA 4, 12:30, 3:10, 5350, 830,10 
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The movie classic that became a Broadway sensation now becomes a movie musical event! 
GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS: 


Best Picture Musical / Comedy 
jt Actar Musical / Comedy (Nathan Lane) 


‘Best Supporting Actor (Will Ferrell) ‘Special Thanks to: feriat Greener ‘i 
EN s reS Nothing Like A Show On Broadway) balen ð 4 
PICTURES! rental Guidance 13 (P013) Wai vow arcane oh 
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‘Compound’ premieres in indie fest | 


mron ja 
‘COMPOUND AMLM BY WIL EDO, bad Tagg ge aniy om aid wake ipl 
bition fiim in the ongoing Cinemalaya Fim (WEHE FUN BEGINS TODAY 
Festival (until July 23) at the Cultural Center = z 
Scone 

Fredo also wrote this gripping psychosexual 
ena orcs ge Ra Pe 
guilt via a story on the abuse of crystal metham- 
m  dak inte Sed os 
Desa 


ave a \ pe 

screening on July 23 Pie, 

ar 12:45pm j i N WHE EATE 

A 2006 Cleveland 4 
Intemational Film ` 
Festival Official Se- 
lection, “Compound” 
has been cited as “a 

21 contemporary thriller 
that deals with the 
complexities of love, 
wealth and fear A 


“| perfectly unexpected 8 WHEELS. 1 FAMILY. RS Robinsons Movieworld 


and wellexecuted 


A | eing makes thisa fp, S GALLERIA and ERMITA 
nortobemissed [°° s 3 
JOHNARCILLA Eas om Showing on JULY 19 
John Arcilla leads a powerful cast that show- fi 3 é 
cases first-rate Filipino talents. “Compound” also Ẹ; 
Stars Janet Russ, Jake Macapagal and Liza Dio. 
Musical score is by Bob Aves, with vocal perfor- 
‘ances by Grace Nono, Cinematography is by 


Gene Gallardo and Peter John Sta, Maria. Pro- 
duced by George Sommerrock, Greg Macaraeg, 
Medwin Garcia and Joan Manalang 

For tickets, call 832-3704, or 891-9999. Visit 
hisp://wuwicompoundthemovie.com, 
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through sheer comic willpower” 


Lady in the Water 

Stars Paul Giamatti, Bryce Dallas 
Howard, Bob Balaban 

Directed by M. Night Shyamalan 

A “bedtime story" recounts “biza 
happenings’ in a Cleveland apartment 
building where che superintendent (Gia 
matu) discovers an “enigmatic woman 
ing under the complex’ swimming pool” 
With the help of his quirky neighbors, he 
joins the mysterious “nar?” (Howard) in a 
quest to fulfil her mission. JoBlo's Movie 
Emporium comments: “This îs] a movie 
as much about reconnecting with our 
childhood as it is about fantastical crea- 
tures” Edward Douglas of Coming: 
Soon net calls it “strange -.. gorgeous 
Not only Shyamalan's scariest and funniest 
movie to date, but also his most accom- 
plished, ably (telling) an original and un- 
conventional fairy tale." Emanuel Levy of 
cemanuellevycom disagrees: “This misbe- 
{gotten project is his weakest, most prob- 
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Jematic and least engaging picture” 


Nacho Libre 

Stars Jack Black, Ana de la Reguera, 
Hector Jimenez 

Directed by Jared Hess 

A monastery cook (Black) dreams ofbe- 
coming a Lucha Libre wrestler—a “larger- 
than fe king of iolized through- 
out Mexico.” Problem is, the friars frown 
upon such worldly endeavors. On the siy, 
he dons a mask, adopts the alias Nacho 
and competes with the countrys tou 
wrestlers. Joe Leycion of Variety points out 
that the movie “strikes a delicate balance 


cent... Black isa gifted physical comedian 
with expressive eyes and a tender streak” 


iid Orchid 2 


smaszko, Tom Skerritt, 


teenager (Siemaszko) who tums to prosti- 
tution after the death of his father—an 
itinerant jazz musician (Skerit). Jack 
Sommersby of Eflmeriticcom comments 
that ifs an “unexpectedly affecting, involv- 
ing little drama that’s teeming with gen- 
tine feeling.” Stephen Holden ofthe New 
York Times thinks is "erotic ambience has 
litle to do with explicit sex and everything 
to do with fantasy... [It] clearly wants to 
do more than merely titllate, but it has on 
Iy the faintest idea of what it wants to say 
and of how to say it" Shown exclusively in 
Robinsons Galleria and Ermita. 


eyed excess with heanfelt sincerity keeps 
his character endearing throughout.” Cha- 
Chocano of the Los Angeles Times no- 
tices a kinship between Black and leg- 
cendary Mexican comedian Cantinflas. Na- 
cho “recalls a certain kind of underd 
the litde man who is beloved precisely be 
‘cause he is ridiculous, pathetic and inno- 


‘This 1992 movie from the same produc- 
cer-director behind glossy erotic flicks 

1/2 Weeks” and “Wild Orchid” is not a se- 
quel to the controversial original starring 
Mickey Rourke and Carre Otis. Instead, 
his atmospheric drama set in 1958 chroni- 
des the sexual adventures of a destitute 
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“ROTONDA” 


2006 
Cinemalaya 
primer 


SINCE WE JUDGED THIS YEAR'S CINEMALAYA 
full-length digital feature competition's story and 
screenplay phases, here's hopefully knor 
edgeable primer of the eight full-length movies 
for cinema buffs who want to make more pro- 
ductive use of their viewing úme at the altema- 
tive fim fest 

Which movies should you make a beeline 
for at the CCP until July 23? It depends on 

what you're looking 
for: 
VIEWFINDER If you'e keen on 
indigenous Filipino 
culture and the clash 
between tradition 
and modernization, 
“Batad, Sa Paang 
Palay” could be for 
you. The film re 
volves around a 14. 
year-old boy who 
Nestor U. Torre tongs to own a pair of 
pitty sports shoes, so 
he can leave his Ifugao roots behind and 
chase his big-city dreams. By Benjie Garcia 
and Vie Acedillo Jr. 

Tf you love bands and wonder why main- 
stream producers haven't come up with a 
musical drama about them, Michael Sande- 
jas’ “Tulad ng Dati” could strum your 
strings. The film is a bio-drama that pays 
tribute to The Dawn in an unusual and be- 
guiling way. 

you want to laugh and be inspired at the 

“Saan Nagtatago Si Happi- 
ness?” could be your cuppa. Tikyo, a cock 
eyed optimist, cheers up all sorts of people, 
even as he has to contend with many rever. 
sals in his. By Florida Bautista and Real 
Florido. 

TF you're intrigued by the noble whale 
sharks that mysteriously visit Donsol, Sorso- 
gon, and are open to a story of heartbreak, 
cancer, and the healing power of love, "Don: 
sol” by Adolf Alix Jr. could whet your ap- 
petite for symbols and meanings viewed a 
distance away from the harsh glare of reali- 


Ifyou want to see a film about che unusual 
topic of female boxers, “In Da Red Korner” 
could score a knockout with you. The sports 
drama by Dado Lomibao and Bong Ramos 
follows five female boxers all the way to the 
finals of the National Open Boxing Champi- 
onships. 

IF you're open to a movie about an uncon- 
ventional mother who ends up resorting to 
behaving even more unusually after she 
reads her daughter's journal, “Mudraks” 
could warm your heart and open your mind 
to new possibilities for parent-child relation- 
ships. By Arah Jell Badayos and Margaret 
Guzman, 

‘And, if you are fascinated by the inter- 
weaving lives of seeming strangers, two Cin- 
emalaya entries could beguile you with their 
complex intimations: 

Ron Bryant's “Rotonda” revolves around 
an urban intersection and follows the path of 
a marked P1,000 bill as it transfers from one 
edgy character to another before returning 
to its original owner, disturbingly blood- 
tainted. 

‘And Nick Joseph Olanka’s “Ang Huling 
Araw ng Linggo” gives one each of is inter- 
connected characters a day to depict his or 
her life, disposition and resolution to his or 
her problems, showing life as a cycle of “ran- 
dom" events in which decisions made are as 
important as choices not taken. 

See you atthe (Cinemalaya) movies! (Call 

local 1704-05, or visit www.cul- 


‘The July issue of Mr. & Ms. Magazine has 
Kris Aquino and Boy Abunda on the cover, 
and they talk about their fitness regimen. 
Other articles are on alternative medicine, 
buff and beautiful bodies, the latest on Eu: 
zene Tejada, tai-chi for the mind and body, 
water for relaxation, walking for fitness, the 
magic of thyme, negative thoughts and ill- 
ness, tarot cards, and Aga Muhlach as acto 
and fatlien A zand 


“ANG HULIN' 


Araw ng Linggo” 
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Bator your vary eyes, Samsung's DNIe broathos lifo into Images with 
‘the most vid colour and contrast, whita Nano Pigment toahnoiogy 
paint tho most brittat pleturos you've ovar soon. With Samsung SlimFIt” TY, 
i'o not that hard to Imagino, To ioar mora, vet werw.2amaung.conv/ph 
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BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


SISTER BONI, HINDI DAW 
PABOR ANG MGA OBISPO 
SA IMPEACHMENT? 


E EPI, NAMAN MELANIE, 
FAMALANBN DIN 


Ga UST WDEMENT YA 
Ad 


[icoka! x cot 
ANotHER SHINY 
GARBAGE CAN! 
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PON NA MAHIRAP 
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1 AN afluner 


5 Trte 
10 Fod. agant 


14 Fried toi 
15 Puccini places 


16 Wile of Charie 
Chapin 

17 Como 
Usted? 

18 Ocean ray 

19 100 fractions 

20 Chance t 

23 KO count 

24 Pres, advisory 


25 Fiica tras 
canter 

27 knight's mount 

29 Nudge 

33 Cry outloud 

34 hy In contal 
Israel 

36 Sea eagle 

37 Plumbing 
orau. 

38 Chance t 

43 Cuers 

inner 

4 Btopnon of 
“Fear Dot 
Com" 

45 Mes. n Moxico 

46 Harden” 

47 Cheri of "SNL" 

49 Speechily 

53 Coot 

55 Snooze 

57 “Saving Private 
Ryant extas 

58 Chance t; wth 
caution 

53 Member fees 

54 Met production 

65 "Pierie". 
playwright 

og 558 in eters 

7 Wrter Jones 

58 German rver 

59 Wide shoe 

70 Engu 

71 Unwerted ip 


pown 

1 Banned big 
bangs 

2 -ing e.g. 

3 Gasoline rating 

4 Mohalr source 

5 Aegean island 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You love besuty— especialy in terms of ight, fom, 
composition and movement. Many of you are physcaly gracetui. You 
Fave mood swings at mes because you're quie emotional. (But you're 
Zware ot how you actin the company ot others) in the year ahead, in- 


By Philip J. Andarson 
Portland, OR 


6 Hypnotic state 


7 Questionable 
contraction? 


8 Plaster backing 


9 Actor Morales 


10 Subject for 


discussion 


11 Soft shoe 


12 Pronghom, e.g 


13 Certain mil. 
Installation 


21 Provide 


financing for 


22 Immediately! 


26 Aid in crime 


28 BPOE 


members 


30 "The Merry 
widow 
composer 

n Soda sis 

32 Serious 
responsioity 

35 HR the LJ 

37 Carson's 

redecessor 

38 Perspicacious 

39 Use veto power 

40 Go get 

41 NFL prop 


42 Figurative use 
ofa word 

47 Mork’s planet 

48 Lined up 

50 Committee ist 

51 Slight degrees 


{eased sottage wl give you the opportunity 10 leam something val- 
abe to you. 
Birthdate ct: Sian May, guitarist; Anthony Edwards, actor; Atom Egoy- 
an, Grecoe 

ARIES (March 21 to 

SR Aor 19): Tis is a 

(hod day for busi- 

fess and for shop- 

ping. You might want 
to buy a gin Tor a loved one. Co 
varsator wih family members, 
especialy parents, po wel 

TAURUS (Agri 20 10 

May 20; This is a 
Marcory and the Sun. Ths pro- 


‘motes all your communicator 
wit everyone you mest 


GENII (May 21 to 
‘tune 20% You might 
‘wey a inte Bt of 
Soitude today. You 


aod Brne to do sorme 
thinking. You're a very mertal, I 
‘efctual and curious person. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
duly 225. Converse 
ons wih a female 
frend wil be exc 


lent today. Pemaps 
you nese to conte someone: 
perhaps someone needs fo con- 


fice in you. 
in the puble Mte 10- 


GO ay, People wil no- 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22k for some rea 
son, youl be briefy 
tice you. Win this in mind, look 
your Dest You tks to create a good 

Sept. 22): Do some- 

‘ig diteret today 
Vist tere stores or restau- 
ants Talk to peopie rom oterent 


impression on your audience. 
Go someplace you've 
Cultures and other lands. (You 


© VIRGO (Aug. 23 10 
never boen Datore. 
‘eed this stmuaton!), 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 


you ana someone sise. People are 

Feasonabie today Ongudlng you). 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov, 21): With the 
Moon opposte your 
sign today, you might 
feel that otters op- 


‘pose what you have to say. Listen 
fareuly to what others want 
You know what do. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22taDee. 21): This is 
E) 2 2225 say fo puter 
round work ang 
=O home in order to in- 
ish ott ine tasks on your to-do 
ist You want tings to run more 
smoothy in your te 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): What a 
laid, romantic day! 
You want exciting ro- 
mance in your We. 
You want to play and have fun. At 


‘east do someting tat makes you 
(teei Hke you're on vacation. 


AQUARIUS (Jen. 2010 
Feb. 18; Homa, fami- 
Ny ana real estate rmat- 
ters are your primary 


focus today. Discus- 
sions wit parents couis de Sa 
icant. Cocoon at nome i you can. 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
aren 20): Tis basy 
day can be very suo- 
cesstal and. produe- 
five, Conversations 
wth others wil go well Run 
‘Sound and tane care of errans: 
Short rips are favored. Tako sib- 
ings. 
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CONCEPTIS SU DOKU -Si 


by Dave Green 


Difficulty Level & e Jr 


HOW TO PLAY 


Answer 


SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 


al 


| 


3x3 box contains the digits 


1109. 


Tips and program at 


worw.sudoku.com 
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Are these serious 


credentials, 


HERE ARE FOUR MORE “ROCK STAR: SU- 
pernova” contenders. Today is another per- 
formance day (Starworld), and tomorrow, 
one of the remaining 13 finalists is going 
home. 


JENNY GALT, singer/songwrit- 
er/stage actor 


NPE ON one wa 
[i o | aii 


m- 
tish 
‘Montreal-bom 

ws Jenny Galt has been 

playing piano and 

singing since age 6, 

She picked up the 

guitar at 16 and 

moved to Ottawa. 

After performing so- 

lo at clubs and following a short stint as a 

member of the band, Scout, she packed up 

and moved to Australia, where she performed 

at theaters, clubs and concert halls. She has 

toured Canada several times, playing major 

festivals as a member of the recently disband- 
ed Chenrybomb. 


JILL GIOIA, 
singer/song- 
writer/actor $ 

Hometown: {i3 
Franklin Square, (A 
New York E 

No stranger to 'Ẹ 
fame, Jill Gioia 
already has a 
pair of sexy 
boots named af- 
ter her—Steve 
Madden's ‘ill 
Joy” boot! Mar 
ried, Jill tours 
the ‘country performing music with her 
husband, who's currently touring with Bil- 
ly Joel. Owner of some of the most power- 
ful pipes in the competition, she has sung 
the US national anthem for the New York 
Knicks in Madison Square Garden, per- 
formed in the Bali Benefit Concert with IN- 
XS, Jeffrey Gaines and Gloria Gaynor, and 
has done backup for many a great artist 
and voice-overs for national commercials. 
She's also got a song, “Don't Make Me 
Wait,” which went gold in Spain. 
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LUKAS ROSSI, singer/songwriter 


i, 


~ meets, Jeff Buckley, 

Lukas has written, 

co-produced and 

sung on various al- 

bums for many 

Canadian bands, in- 

duding his own, 

Cleavage. He has toured with the Tea Party, Papa 

Roach, Edwin, 1 Mother Earth and Big Wreck, 

and recorded demos with producer Alex Lifeson 

(guitar player from the rock band Rush), and 

worked with Jay and John Levine from the 

Philosopher Kings and Prozac. EMI Music Cana- 

da gave him a publishing deal in 2004. Adding 

to his long list of impressive achievements, 

Lukas has also worked with producer Dave 

‘Tyson and recorded demos with Gavin Brown, 

after which the band Rise Electric. His unique, 

hybrid voice is also heard on cartoon shows and 
radio/TV commercials. 


MAGNI ASGEIRSSON, musician 

Hometown: Reykjavik, Iceland 

Born in Egilsstadir in East Iceland as the third of 
four kids, Magni started his band atage 11. By age 
15, he had performed 
numerous times in 
public but he didn't 
Bet serious about mu- 
sic until he went to 
boarding school. His 
first real band, Shape, 
released an album in 
1997. In 1999, he 
gravitated toward the 
Upand-coming pop 
band, A Moti Sol, which prompted his move to 
Reykjavik. The band has since become one of the 
biggest pop acts in Iceland and performed over a 
hundred times throughout iceland, Denmark, 
Germany, Norway, Luxembourg and the famous 
cavern club in Liverpool. Out of the six albums 
they released, two went gold. Currently their new 
single is in his home counays Top Five in all the 
radio and download charts. That's serious creed, 
by any measure. 


(The last five finalists tomorrow.) 
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291 more cities and municipalities 
will be able to enjoy Sun Cellular’s 
best value services. 


We've been investing P11 billion every year for more cell 

sites with even more capacity per cell site. As a result, our“ 
network capacity will increase to 6 million subscribers by / 
year-end from 4 million subscribers now. Our extended 
Coverage meets the increasing public demand for better 
value services. So whether it's business partners or loved 
ones, we provide you with 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited, 24/7 

Text Unlimited and Daylite.Call & Text Unlimited so you 
always stay in touch. 


With more network capacity, we can now double our 


subscribers in Metro Manila, Visayas, Mindanao, Northern 
and Southern Luzon to give you much better services. 


Make that switch now! CELLULA R 
A E IEEE EEN EOS OREN ape Better network, better value. 
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Gov't TER P302B in 1st 6 months 


INQUIRER MONITOR 
Figures that matter In our nation’s life 


;| Approved FDIs on the rise 
| (Inbillion pesos, first quarter 2003-2006) 


| Forelan drestimestnans into est quart or 2008 raza mora tan 100 
percent compared 19 es fest yar. But hil faod fo 

| Patch ne Psion total i2204 which sho highest quarteri FD 

| Emoutsinco 1987, 


By Michelle V. Remo 
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od due to spending controls. 

Of the amount borrowing in the fir 
P235.14 bilion, or about 78 percent, were 
used to service marured obligation 

‘The actual amount of liabilities in in 
the fst semester was -percent higher than 

t 


the 7296.9 billion recorded a y 
was 1.3 percent lower than th 


| Nearly 80% used to repay 
maturing obligations 
THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT BORROWED P302.54 BILLION IN 


the first six months of the year to help cover its financing require- 
ments, an amount lower than what was programmed for the peri- 


in programmed borrowings for the period as 
stated under the fiscal program for 2006. 
Although the governmi aliy intend- 
ed to relax spending and shift to pump-prit 
g mode thi budget authorities were 
forced to limit spending following the failure 
covTiB4 


RP Japan approve tax treaty 


will also set a limit on tax breaks for di- 


i- rect investment to 10 years, but will broaden 


‘IN THIS ISSUE 


Æ PNB reports 35% = Planned 
growth in 6-month lifting of QRs on 
profit to P425M/B2 rice opposed /B4 


Japanese Finance Ministry 
Tokyo yesterday. 
Under the treaty with 
ss agreed to reduce tax rates on cross- 
those on di 
inte alties, although the 
specific tax rate has not been decided. 


che Philippines, d 


the range of investments that will benefit 
from those breaks. 
The revised treaty with France, on the oth- 
hand, will pave the way for substantial re- 
uctions of withholding taxes, making it 
revised treaties with th 
Britain. 
Under the revised treaty, withholding taxes 
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STOCK MARKET 


Stocks rise 
<> SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.76- 
percent higher yesterday as in- 


vvstors took positions ahead of 
upcoming second quarter corporate results, 
dealers said. 

They sald some bargain-hunters 
emerged ater oil prices eased overnight 
while the government's budget surplus for 
June helped sentiment overall. 

However, light volumes reflected a goner- 
ally cautious mood as investors remain 
wary escalating violence in the Middle East. 

“The composite index closed up 16.57 
points at 2,191.78, after trading between 
2,166.51 and 2,201.92. AP 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK POSTED A 
net income of P425 million in the first half of 
the year, up 35 percent from a year ago, due 
to increased earnings from its remittance and 
foreign exchange businesses. 

PNB president Omar Mier said in a briefing 
that the first-semester net income placed the 
bank in a comfortable position to meet its full- 
year target of earning P760 million. 

Mier said the biggest source of growth was 
its remittance business, which is expected to 
reach $2.4 billion for PNB this year compared 
with lat year’s $2.2 billion. 

He said though that PNB, which used to be 
have the highest remittance revenues in the 
industry, was displaced from the top spot last 
year by Bank ofthe Philippine Islands, which 
facilitated $2.4 billion in remittances last 
year, 


Lepanto sets 
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PNB reports 35% growth 
in 6-month profit to P425M 


Aims to recover top spot in remittance business 


“We want to recover that (top spot) and we 
will work doubly hard to fulfill that,” Mier 
said. He explained that PNB would reshuffle 
heads of regional operations of its remittance 
business and enhance capacity for faster de- 
livery of remittances. 

PNB said other major sources of revenue 
growth in the first half included fee-based in- 
come from its treasury operations, interest in- 
come from its lending activities, and income 
from the sale of nonperforming assets 
(NPAs) 

PNB has PSS billion worth of NPAs. OF 
the amount, P28 billion is in the form of 
real and other properties owned or ac- 
quired (ropoa) while the remaining P27 
billion is in the form of nonperforming 
loans. 

‘The bank announced that it intended to 
dispose as much as P10 billion worth of NPLS 
in the next three months using the incentives 


1-for-8 


stock rights offering 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘TOP GOLD PRODUCER LEPANTO CONSOLI- 
dated Mining Co. has secured board approval 
to raise P639 million from a one-for-eight 
stock rights offer. 

‘This will be the second stock rights offer to 
be undertaken by the company since its one- 
for-five rights issue last October that raised 
P850 million, which Lepanto used to retire 
debts, pay back shareholder advances and 
utilities elated costs. 

Under the proposed stock rights offer, 
shareholders can subscribe to one Lepanto 
common share for every eight shares they 
hold at 20 centavos each, the company said in 
a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Exchange 
(PSE). 

Lepant 
while the 
yesterday. 

Should it secure approval from regulators, 


{BS Your People Services 


Let us do the legwork for you! 
If you do not have the time nor 
manpower to go around and finish 
all those paperwork, call 

Nenette Quiazon at 09218041829. 


s "A" shares closed at 29 centavos 
shares traded at 33 centavos 
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the company plans to issue the stock rights 
starting Sept, 11 to shareholders on record as 
of Aug, 16. 

Proceeds from the offer will be used to pay 
P219 million in debts maturing this year, pay 
back $3 million to shareholders for advances 
made to Canadian mining firm Ivanhoe and 
to pay employee-related accounts, 

‘After suspending operations in 2001, Lep- 
anto is reopening its copper-gold mine in 
Mankayan, Benguet Province, after seeing the 
surge in metal prices, Lepanto chair Felipe 
Yap had said. 

Development cost for the copper mine is es- 
timated at more than P1 billion. The mine isal- 
so projected to generate 7,000 tons of copper 
concentrate on its first year of production 

Copper prices have risen to a high of $3 a 
pound in the international market this year 
from a low of 70 cents in 2001. The low cop- 
per prices made it difficult to continue operat- 
ing the copper mine in 2001. 

‘Yap had said that Lepanto's copper mine 
would start commercial operations by 
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provided under the Special Purpose Vehicle 
Jaw, 

“These (NPLs) are not dead assets. They 
Just don't earn interest on a daily basis, but 
they have value and can be converted into 
cash,” said Carmen Huang, PNB executive 
vice president. 

PNB said these NPLs were mostly loans ob- 
tained by medium-sized companies, noting 
that big-ticket loans have already been con- 
verted into active accounts, 

Meanwhile, PNB said it was set to float 
bonds to support its financing requirement 
for the year. While it has gotten an approval 
from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas to raise 
as much as P5 billion, it targets to initially 
raise P3 billion. 

PNB said indicative coupon rate for the 
bonds, which will mature in 10 years, would 
be 10 percent. The bonds will have a call op- 
tion feature on the fifth year. 


Megaworld taps 
Marriott for 
hotel project 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


MEGAWORLD CORR, THE COUNTRYS 
most active office developer, is building a P3 
billion hotel-resort at its Newport City project 
in Pasay City. 

‘The seven-hectare hotel-resort will be man- 
aged by Marriott Hotels International BV. 

it will start construction within the year 
and may open by 2009. 

In a disclosure yesterday to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange, Megaworld said its majority- 
‘owned subsidiary Travellers International Ho- 
tel Group Inc. has signed a management agree- 
ment with Marriott. Under the agreement, 
Travellers engaged Marriott to manage and 
‘operate the first-class, full-service internation- 
al hotelin front ofthe Villamor golf course. 

‘The hotel will have 356 guest rooms. 

Under service agreements entered into by 
‘Travellers with Marriott affiliates, Marriott 
agreed to provide technical and other services 
during the construction of the hotel such as 
international advertising, marketing, promo- 
tion, employee training programs and reser- 
vation and property management. 

Marriott also extended to Travellers the 
right and the license to use within Manila the 
Marriott trademarks for hotel services and re- 
lated goods and services. 

Company sources said Megaworld would fund 
the constuction of the hotel through a combina- 
tion of internally generated funds and loans. 

Megaworld was earlier studying a plan to 
raise $100 million from the debt market by the 
second half this year. Proceeds from the bond 
offer will be used to fund various projects, it 
said, The sizeof the offer has yet to be finalized. 

Megaworld had said it was earmarking P7 
billion over a three- to four-year period for the 
first phase of its 25-hectare hotel and residen- 
tial project dubbed "Newport City” at the Vil- 
amor air base in Pasay. The first phase involves 
the 350-room Marriott Hotel, a residential 
area and a commercial and sports complex. 

Marriott Hotel at Newport City will be the 
second Marriott in the country after Cebu. Aside 
from its key hotel development, Megaworld is 
also building a 3.2-hectare, 16-building resi 
dential resort, the first in the Newport City. 

Megaworld envisions its Newport City as a 
new paradise resort residence. 

Newport City will host a world-class hotel, 
and first-rate entertainment and sports facili- 

ties beside the existing 
6O-hectare, _ 18-hole 
Villamor golf course. 
Megaworld is the de- 
veloper of the proper- 
ty owned by the state- 
run Bases Conversion 
Development Authori- 
ty (BCDA), 

Under the second 
phase, Newport City 
will include a busi- 
ness park and a shop- 
ping and entertain- 
ment hub. Newport 
City borders the Vil- 
lamor golf course on 
the east side and is a 
five-minute drive 
from Magallanes Vil- 
lage 
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RAMON Y. Sy has been elected vice chair of the board of directors of 


‘Metropolitan Bank & Trust Co. 


‘on July 17. 


MACONDRAY Plastics Inc. has disclosed their repurchase of 20,000 


‘common shares at an average price of P3.00 each on July 17. 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone Co. has disclosed the listing 


of 728 common shares on July 


18. 


AYALA Land Inc. has disclosed the listing of 1,229,502 common shares 
on July 18, bringing the total number of common shares under the com- 
pany's Executive Stock Option Plan and Employee Stock Ownership Pian 
Compiled by Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 


10 62,431,296, 
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Dolar 
Yon 
Pound 
Dollar 
Frano 


Kroner 
Pound 
Mi Dolar 
Bolvar 


Equivalent 
0798722 
0.006815 
1.452796 
0.102724 
0.840002 
0.702729 
0501300 
0.598473 
2118795 
0212981 
0.405732 
0.000086 
0.020915 
0217470 
1.000000 
0250115 
0.360907 
0.134046 
0017125 
0216573 
0072767 
0.495811 
0.125238 
0.013255 
0.110383 
0.000838 
0.108345 
0015387 
0.024313 
0.000372 


Dollar 
Equivalent 
4.000000 
0.008532 
1.818000 
0.128611 
0.801282 
0.879617 
0.527628 
0.749288 
2.652731 
0266652 
0.525665 
0000108 
0.026185 
0272272 
1.252000 
0324412 
0.451855 
0.167825 
0021441 
0271150 
0.091104 
0.622007 
0.158048 
0.016595 
0.138200 
0001048 
0135648 
0.019264 
0.030440 
0.000466 


Peso 
Equivalent 


52.6080 
04480 
95.6887 
67650 
42.1538 
46.2854 
330183 
394185 
199.5568 
14.0280 
329150 
0.0087 
13775 
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MAGNIFICA 


A COMPLETE, AND INNOVATIVE RANGE 
From page BI 


on dividends will be 
reduced to 10 percent 
from 15 percent while 
the withholding tax 
on royalties, currently 
set at 10 percent, will 
beetiminated. 

Japan has been 
stepping up efforts to 
revise tax treaties in 
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recent years. Revising 
a treaty with the Unit- 
ed States in 2003 was 
a breakthrough, and 
Japan hopes to revise 
tax treaties with other 
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leading industrial 
‘countries in the near 
future, such as the 
Netherlands. It has al- 
ready agreed on revi- 
sions with Britain. 
The new treaty with 
France will also pro- 
vide tax deductions on 
social security pay- 
ments to avoid double 
taxation, The changes 
came in the wake of a 
revised Japan-France 
treaty on social insur- 
ance. Reuters 
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CAR SALES MAY BE DOWN IN to stem the dumping by the Chi- same amount a worker would ‘rary consul-general of Costa Ri- 

the first half of the year, but the nese competition, what Honda spend for daily FK anspor fare. C OCKTALES ca, Preysler has no road access to 

bigger, largely ignored story is did was to go straight to and col- All these incremental develop- his beach property except 

that sales of motorcycles contin- laborate with the Chinese manu- ments produced a peculiar Philip- through the Tali subdivision. 

ueto post double-digit increases. facturers so that their parts pine phenomenon. , The Supreme Court, in the 
‘After selling 300,000 motor- would become interchangeable ` Whereas the rest of Southeast Victor C. Na meantime, left it to the Nasugbu 

cyles last year—in contrast, thelo- with Honda's. Asian counties started with mo. Aoysting Regional Trial Court to deter- 

calcar manufacturersclearedonly Asa result, the P20,000-throw- torcyles, and gradually worked mine the indemnity due to the 

102,000 cars, SUVs, and AUVslast away bikes from China became their way up to develop their re- other story. subdivision for the temporary 

year—Honda is inaugurating to- the backbone of a thriving afer- spective car industries, the Philip- wae easement. 

daya Pl-billion assembly plant in sales bike parts industry for pines started with car manufac. Untangled in Tali 

‘Sto. Tomas, Batangas, which can Philippine Honda, Doriasaid. turing, before going downstream THE RIGHT of Tali Beach res- Money-go-round 

produce 300,000 bikes a year on The bigger sales spur was pro- to the two-wheeled transport. dent Fausto Preysler Jr. tobringin © BY November, the salaries for 


two-shift work schedule. 
Still, by 2010, that new plant 
would already be overwhelmed 
by demand, with Honda sales 
alone projected to reach one mil- 
lion units a year, according to 
Honda spokesman Amel Doria. 
Ironically, the tide of cheap 
bikes from China, instead of stran- 
gling the local players, eventually 
helped Honda and the industry. 
Rather than helplessly trying 


vided of late by the soaring gas 
prices, and  easy-on-the-pocket 
payment scheme. 

Betting on increased demand, 
one bold provincial Honda dealer 
even came up and started an in- 
dustry standard, a P3,000-down- 
payment, P1,000-month instal 
ment plan for the best-selling 50- 
ccmodel. 

The monthly payment trans- 
lates to P33.33 a day, about the 


Gov't to allow 
private groups 
to import 
30,000T of rice 


‘THE GOVERNMENT WILL ALLOW LO- 
cal farmers’ groups and private firms to 
import 30,000 tons of rice for August-to- 
December arrival to complete this year’s 
import requirement of 1.65 million tons, 
a senior official said on Tuesday. 

‘The country imported 1.85 million 
tons of rice in 2005. 

Gregorio Tan, administrator ofthe Na- 
tional Food Authority (NFA), said his 
firm had granted an import’ quota of 
15,000 tons of premium, glutinous or 
fragrant rice to the state-owned Philip- 
pine International Trading Corp. (PITC). 

PITG, in turn, has opened the importa- 
tion to private firms. 

‘The NFA, the sole government trading 
firm allowed to buy rice directly, will also 
‘open to local farmers’ groups the impor- 
tation of another 15,000 tons of rice 
from Australia, Tan said. 

“The remaining 30,000 tons will be 
our last import for the year unless we are 
hit bya major typhoon,” Tan said. 

Officials said the damage wrought last 
week by Typhoon Bilis in rice-growing 
areas was limited. 

“In some areas, ample water gave farm- 
ers an opportunity to plant,” Tan sad. 

Preliminary data from the Department 
of Agriculture showed Bilis—which 
means speed—had damaged P127.7 mil- 
lion worth of crops, nearly half of which 
was from vegetable farms. 

‘The country has been importing rice to 
cover shortfalls inlocal harvests. Reuters 


Metro Manila. 


‘The same apparently is what is 
happening in the provinces and 


Whereas the tricycles in the 
provinces are all getting to be mo- 
torized and displacing their ped- 
al-powered parents, such primi- 
tive contraptions have been find- 
ing their way into and clogging 
Metro Manila roads, especially in 
the poorer districts. 

But, that, as they say, is an- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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court but also in 


tohis beach 


heavy equipment and construc- 
tion personnel to his adjoining 
beachside property, which is out- 
side the subdivision, has been up- 
held by the Supreme Court. 

The Tali Beach developer, the 
Bernasconi family, has fought 
Preysler for 10 years not only in 


by barricading the entrance/exit 


Motorcycles: The unheralded success story 


month. 


the subdivision 


cruit more applicants. 


judges shall double such that the 
lowest pay package, that of a Mu- 
nicipal Trial Court judge's, will 
amount to about P50,000 a 


The better pay would hopeful- 
ly ease up the 30-percent vacancy 
Tate, according to Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban, who is holding regional dia- 
j. Jogues with lawyers” groups to re- 
An insurance broker and hon- 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2006 


© NATIONAL Power Corp. has of- 
fered to donate a numberof idled 
generators to Saipan and Guam, 
which are currently experiencing 
power shortages, 

Visiting Northern Mariana Gov. 
Benigno Fitial met Energy Secre- 
tary Raphael Lotilla and top 
Napocor officials on Monday to 
discuss the planned donation, 


Heard through the grapevine 
‘THE INHERITANCE feud among 
the children of lawyer-accoun- 
tant Carlos J. Valdes is worse than 
previously reported, with police 
men trying to serve a warrant of 
arrest on the eldest son in his 
Forbes home, after the latter 
served an eviction notice on his 
complaining brother out of the 
family’s Bataan farm. 

(Gmail: cocktales_pdi@pded- 
slnet or — cocktales_pdi@ya- 
hoo.com) 


Planned lifting of QRs on rice opposed 


Agri chief thinks plan may work against RP 
bid to have this trade mechanism extended 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL- 
ture is opposing a proposal seeking 
the lifting of quantitative restrictions 
(QRs) on the country's rice imports. 

‘A proposal in the Cabinet to lift the 
QRs on rice imports during the lean 
months of July to September would 
not be acceptable at this time, as the 
country isin the final stages of negoti- 
ations for an extension of this trade 
mechanism under the World Trade 
Organization, the department said, 

“it (removal of QR) would be dis- 
advantageous for us at this point. It 
could send mix signals on what we re- 
ally want. Other WTO member-coun- 
tries may see this as a weak point,” 
said Agriculture Secretary Domingo R 
Panganiban. 

‘QRs come in the form of limits in the 
volume of products to be imported. 


PANGANIBAN 


seven-year extension in the imposi 
tion QRs on rice. The department said 


‘They are imposed ôn rige to pfarect lots .ftewas now in the final stages of con- 


cal farmers especially ‘during harvest 
seasons, when local supply is abun- 
dant. Rice imports during these sea- 
sons may result in supply glut and dras- 
tic decline in local rice prices. 

Panganiban also noted that imple- 
‘menting the said proposal might not 
be immediately possible as the con- 
version of the QRs into tariffs would 
require a change in legislation in 
Congress. 

‘The Philippines has been seeking a 


‘vincing WTO member-countries to al- 
low the country to impose QRs for 
seven more years. 

‘The government has so far pre- 
vailed in its talks with other members 
of the World Trade Organization that 
‘opposed the countrys bid. 

India, the last country to oppose 
the Philippines’ bid for the extension 
of the QR imposition, had also con- 
ceded with the Philippine negotiating 
team's terms in exchange for a possi- 


ble rice import allocation, Pangani- 
ban said. 

Philippine negotiators, he said, 
earlier made headway in convincing 
China, Argentina, Australia, Pakistan, 
Canada, Egypt, the United States and 
‘Thailand to agree to the Philippines’ 
position. 

“The next agenda would be to for- 
mally inform the WTO of this devel- 
‘opment and this may be done in two 
to three weeks,” he said. 

The lifting of ORs will allow the un- 
limited entry of rice into the country. 
‘The limits in import volume would be 
replaced by the imposition of tariffs. 

In exchange for the retention ofthe 
QR, the Philippines may have to give 
country-specific quotas to other WTO 
members. Also, it may have to in- 
crease its minimum access volume for 
rice, which at present stands at 
239,000 metric tons. 

The National Food Authority earli- 
eréaid the country might allow an in- 
crease in the MAV for rice to 350,000 
‘metric tons. 

According to the country’s lead ne- 
Zotiator in the WTO, NFA Administra- 
tor Gregorio Tan Jr, the Philippines 
had committed to import some 
98,000 metric tons from Thailand; 
25,000 metric tons from China and 
15,000 metric tons from Australia. 

‘The Philippines wants to keep the 
limits on its rice imports until 2012. 


New antipoverty tack for firms proposed 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


AN INTERNATIONAL ANTIPOVERTY 
advocacy group is urging the local busi- 
nesses to rethink their corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) programs to make 
them more responsive to the imbal- 
‘ances of a capitalist economy. 

More importantly, the new 
paradigm—dubbed “the Economy of 
Communion’—may help individual 
companies achieve growth, while help- 
ing underprivileged members of the so- 
ciety help themselves out of poverty. 

‘Thus said Movement for an Economy 
of Communion secretariat member 
Luigino Bruni, speaking before the local 
Focolare Movement, a faith-based orga- 
nization whose members include repre- 
sentatives from the business, social and 
cultural sectors. 

“The common mistake is to simply 
take from the rich and give to the poor” 

He pointed out that there have been 
three main attempts to redistribute cap- 


ital in recent history, namely the intro- 
duction of the European welfare state, 
the US model of business philanthropy, 
and the experiment with Communist or 
Socialist governments 

“Know we know that these three ex- 
periments are not viable and sustain- 
able,” Bruni said. 

Bruni—who is also a widely-pub- 
lished economics professor at the Uni- 
versity of Milan—said these three at- 
tempts to bridge the wealth gap between 
the rich and the poor failed mainly be- 
‘cause they lacked to key elements. 

‘The first factor important for the suc- 
cess of a wealth redistribution program 
is the element one is the element of “re- 
ciprocity’—getting the recipients of aid 
involved in the process of lifting them 
‘out of poverty, rather than helping them 
through straight dole outs. 

Bruni noted that aid recipients who 
‘were not given the chance to recipro- 
cate the generosity of the donors often 
end up “hating” the later, because the 


act of giving made them feel inferior. 

To this end, the economics professor 
highlighted the importance of a compa- 
ny's role in job creation as an act of 
helping indigents lift themselves out of 
poverty. 

“Work is very important because, 
through it, people can help them. 
selves," he said, explaining the symbiot- 
ic relationship between a company that 
helps its employees get out of poverty, 
‘who in turn, help the company grow. 

Bruni also said that the concept of 
“proximity” is critical to the success of 
any anti-poverty program since it dis- 
pels the feeling among the aid recipi- 
ents that they are part of “the anony- 
mous poor.” 

“Help coming from neighbor is 
much more effective than help from a 
far-away institution,” he said, in a cri- 
tique of the US philanthropy model. 

To this end, the Focolare Movement 
is advocating a slew of old and new 
business practices that are focused on 


helping corporations grow while a 
dressing the needs of their communi- 
ties underprivileged class. 

‘One such program is microfinancing, 
which is meant to give the “poorest of 
the poor” access to capital that they can 
use to put up businesses. 

During the forum, entrepreneurs 
Francis and Tess Ganzon presented 
their work with Batangas-based Banco 
Kabayan, which specializes in microfi- 
nance lending to the so-called “unbank- 
able” members of society. 

The couple said that apart from be- 
ing an avenue to help the underprivi- 
leged, microfinance also provided the 
bank a new avenue for making money 
in the wake of the 1997 East Asian fi- 
nancial crisis, which caused many fi- 
nancial institutions to fail. 

‘Coupled with an emphasis on ethical 
business practices, the bank has sur- 
vived several crises and has emerged a 
potent force for change in their local 
‘communities, the Ganzon couple said. 


Lepanto sets 1-for-8 stock rights offering sens» 


Lepanto also sees gold production 
growing with the reopening of the cop- 
Per-gold mine in Mankayan. 

Tt expects gold production of 65,000 
ounces this year from 55,749 ounces 
last year 


Lepanto was incorporated in 1936 
and until 1997 was operating a copper 
Lepanto shifted to gold produc- 
tion inthe same year through its Vi 
toria Projectin Benguet. Lepanto op- 


erated a copper flotation plant from 
August 2000 to December 2001, 
when copper operations were sus- 
pended. 

Lepanto sells its gold bullion produc- 
tion to Johnson Matthey and Heraeus 


Gov’t borrowed P302B in 1st 6 months 


From page Bt 


of Congress to pass the proposed 
national budget for 2006 before it 
went into recess last month. The 
government thus operates on the 
Teenacted 2005 budget. 

Of the P302.54-billion borrow- 
ings made in the first six months 
of the year, P125.12 billion were 
made up of foreign loans while 
177.42 billion were in the form 


oflocal liabilities. 
Foreign borrowings are under- 
taken either through the flotation 
of sovereign bonds or in the form 
of official development assistance 
from multilateral agencies and 
foreign governments. Domestic 
borrowings are made through the 
issuance of government securi- 
ties in the local capital market. 
‘The Department of Finance set 
the national government's bor- 


gations. 


rowing program for 2006 at 
P522.64 billion mainly to help 
fund its expenditure require- 
ments and repay maturing obli- 


But National Treasurer Omar 
Cruz said that should Congress 
no longer work on the enactment 
of the proposed 2006 national 
budget, then 
could cut down on its debt offer- 
ings in the second half to keep 


the Lower House 


the government posal intact, the 


borrowings for the full year sig- 
nificantly less than what have 
been programmed. 
Congress failed to pass the pro- 
posed P1.053-trillion 2006 bud- 
get before it went on recess last 
month due to a deadlock between 


While the former wanted the pro- 


to eliminate several infrastruc- 
ture-related project allocations 


Lid (Hong Kong). Copper concentrates 
were sold through Trafigura Beheer 
and Centrotrade Minerals and Metals 
(metals trading companies), which are 
based in Switzerland and Canada, re- 
spectively. 


P1.027 trillion. 


and the Senate. 


Senate wanted 
only P918 billion. 


and cut the budget down to only 


Should legislators no longer 
pass the proposed 2006 budget, 
then the national government program. 
‘would only be allowed to limit its 

expenditures for the full year to 
the 2005 spending levels. Under 
the 2005 budget, the gover- 
menrs spending limit was set at 


With expenditures being limit- 


ADB funding 
establishment 
of think tanks 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK YESTER- 
day announced it had signed an agreement 
‘with the Asian Institute of Management to put 
upa think tank for public finance, one of up to 
six such centers that would be set up through- 
out the region. 

Called knowledge hubs, the think tanks 
would be funded through a $990,000 techni- 
cal assistance and are expected to dissemi- 
nate new concepts in innovation, science, 
technology, management development and 
related fields in Asia and the Pacific. 

In particular, the agreement was forged be- 
tween ADB's Regional and Sustainable Devel- 
opment Department and AIM's Roberto E de 
Ocampo Center for Public Finance and Re- 
gional Economic Cooperation. 

AIM-RPO,Center, conducts research and 
studies, organizes conferences, roundtable 
talks, lecture series and distance learning sym- 
posia ona variety of public finance topics. 

Bindu Lohani, director general of the ADB 
department, said the public finance knowl- 
edge hub would serve as a knowledge and in- 
formation gateway on fiscal policy and prac- 
tice, anticorruption, and privatization, 

Lohani explained that AIM-RFO Center 
‘would function as a regional think tank in a 
number of important areas identified in ADB's 
Medium Term Strategy Il as well as act as a 
hub for the collection, structuring and dis- 
semination of knowledge from various r& 
sources. i 

‘Approved last December, the TA grant wa 
‘meant to finance at least four and at most six 
knowledge hubs that would be established 
within two years. 

‘According to ADB, there was a need for 
such hubs considering that while new knowl- 
edge and technologies were being developed 
successfully in different countries and re- 
gions, ADB's developing member countries 
Were finding it difficult to make use of such 
knowledge for local needs. 

‘The plan is for the hubs to act as centers for 
excellence on emerging development topics 
like clean development mechanism, use of 
compressed natural gas and hybrid technolo 
gies in the transport sector, renewable energy, 
environmental technology, information and 
communications technology, and manage 
‘ment techniques. 

‘The hubs would be linked with each other 
as well as with relevant national organiza 
tions, collaborate with existing knowledge 
networks in the Asia and Pacific region. 

‘They would also be linked to international 
academic and research organizations so that 
they could adapt the latest international de- 
velopment concepts to regional or local needs 
and demands. 

In June, ADB and India's The Energy Re- 
sources Institute signed a letter of intent to 
Put up the first ofthe knowledge hubs. 

ADB said other existing research networks 
that have expressed interest in hosting a 
knowledge hub included UN Environmental 
Program and AIT in Thailand for a think tank 
on reduce, reuse and recycle (3Rs), and Ts- 
inghua University in China on one about cli- 
mate change, 


ed to last year’s program, then 
there would be no reason for the 
government to borrow an 
amount based on the 2006 fiscal 


Cruz said the Bureau of the 
‘Treasury, tasked with issuing gov- 
ernment securities, said it was 
planning to cut down on the vol- 
‘ume of treasury bills and bonds 
that it would issue in the second 
half, ` 


Deilvery = 2nd quarter 2008 


CIVIC PRIME. 


Do business in the comfort of your own home with flexible 
Studios Ideal for South-based entreprenours and 
professionals. With amenities lke a full bathroom and 
Provisions for a panty, you can ive and work in absolute 
Comfort right at the heart of a fast-growing urban center, 
+ Offce/SOHO units ranging from 30 to 50 sqm 
+ Across Festival Supermall, near South Station 
* Dolivery - mid-2008 

Call: 850-1818 

E-mait: civicprime@finvestcorpcity.com 


Lush green environs and cloar bluo skies for a refreshing 
change, This Is Ife at The Fiats, a prime residential 
block In Filvest Corporat City. Walking distance to 
Festival Supermal and Paims County Ciub and across 
Southpoint Driving Range. 


+ 1-br and 2-br units ranging from 47 sqm to 125 sgm 
+ Delivery — mid-2009 
Call: 850-0777 


E-mailt: avitlats@linvestcorplly.com 


Delivery ~ 2nd halt 
‘of 2006 


Enjoy an environment that's both dynamic and 
relaxing, West Pare features accossbilty without 
the feel of the concrete jungle. Near Alabang- 
Zapote Road, Westgate Center, PrieeSmart and 
Alabang Town Center. 
+ Studio, -br and 3-br units ranging 

from 31 sqm to 81 sqm 
+ Delivery — 2nd half of 2009 
Call: 850-0888 
E-mail: westparc@fivesteorpely.com 
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For the independent spirt, Studio One olors compact 
studio units Inthe heart of the Northgate Cyberzone 
information technology park, amidst outsourcing fms 
‘and IT. companies. I's the practical choice for yuppies 
in the Alabang area who want to lve close to their 
‘workplace and recreational comtors. 

+ Studio units only 

* Delivery = 2nd half of 2008 

Call: 850-8111 

malt: studioone@piinvestcorpaty.com 
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Feng shui your car? Why 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


OW ABOUT COMBI- 

ning an unlikely topic, 
let’s say feng shui, with 

motoring? Well, why not! 

‘Nicole Noles, whose day job is being an 
editor of the North Port Herald, a weekly 
community insert for the North Port Sun, 
dabbles in some pretty weird stuff during 
her spare time. Oh well, she only does 
some Swedish, Thai, and craniosacral 
massage, as well some Reiki and shamanic 
healing, tarot and feng shui consultations 
in southwest Florida. The usual stuff you 
go into after you get bored with your 
Stamp collection. She has even put a cor- 
poration, Vialichi Inc, to lump her ex- 
tracurricular expertise into one organiza- 
tion 


Strangest advice 

Ixgutnen Motoring, fortunately, got hold 
of Noles in between her busy schedules, as 
well as Inguma Property suki California- 
based feng shui expert Roberto Teng Vi- 
gente. Could they share some words of 
Wisdom for motorists? 
+ Raymond Catchpole, a UK-based inter- 
ational feng shui expert, certainly had 
some. Try this: "Tie a blue ribbon to your 
rear-view mirror and sprinkle the interior 
with sea-salt.” Now, what the heck does 
this do for the car, or for your driving apti- 
tude? We read this piece of advice from 
Dan Gilbert’ interview with the man at 
autoexpress.co.uk, and aptly, it has been 
labeled “the strangest driving advice of the 
year” We've been trying to get in touch 
‘with Catchpole, but he hasn't replied to 


IF YOU WERE ASKED TO DESCRIBE 
the top-of-the-line Mercedes-Benz, the 
S-Class, what words would you choose? 
Most prestigious? Most luxurious? Most 
impressive? 

inde eng a weskend een driv. 
ing the, § 950, 1 would choose “mast 

ought ie unparalleled safety fea- 
tures and technological innovations of the 
new S-Class translate into maximum mo- 
toring comfort that contributes to driver fit- 
ness, reduces the stress and fatigue of rav- 
eling and enhances the well-being of all the 
car's occupants. It is almost as if this car 
were endowed with a human intelligence 
that thoughtfully anticipates whatever you 
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‘Text us your feedback: inquirer mtr namefage/ctyimessage to 2207 (Giobe) or 283 (Smart) 


our emails. He's probably answering 
185,263 other e-mails asking what that 
does for their car and their driving. 

So, while we wait for our tum for an ex- 
planation. Let's divert our attention to our 
two other experts. Vicente says his tradi- 
tional feng shui does not necessarily focus 
on moving objects such as cars (or even 
slow-moving objects such as boats). What 
his advice is about lies on the “metaphysi- 
cal” plane. And that makes it applicable on 
nearly all types of situations. 

“Anything that moves, like dangling 
items inside the car, especially by the dash- 
board, creates a type of energy that could 
bother the driver and may result into dizzi- 
ness or partially put the driver into a light 
trance,” Vicente says. Translation: Don't 
hang your grandfather clock up front. 
Dont place those “nodding” dog and cat 
figurines (the ones with the loose, rocking 
heads) on the dash. They may seem cute at 
fs, but they do get ro your nerves in the 


‘And get rid of the “bling-blings” in your 
line of sight. Vicente says multifaceted 
crystals hanging by the dashboard can be 
distracting, especially when sunlight 
strikes the crystal and refracts various col- 
‘ors to your eyes. 

‘And reserve that New Age, Zen-style 
music for the spa. Vicente says people 
should never listen to meditation music 
while doing activities that require wakeful- 
ness, such as driving. 


Car color 

‘Are you about to buy a new car and 
can't make up your mind on what color to 
‘choose? Try going for one that matches 
‘your Mingua, or personal number based 


‘on your year of birth. 
Most 


need to make your life easier while driving. 

For example, when you get into the 12- 
way adjustable driver's seat, it adjusts its 
height and longitudinal position according 
to the previous setting you chose. When 
you switch off the engine, the seat slides 
backward to facilitate your egress. When 
‘you get in and out of the car, the ambient 
lighting in the side mirrors provides conve- 
nient guiding light especially in the 
evening. 


Quietly 

‘After geting out of the $350, when you 
press the “lock” button on the key fob the 
‘side mirrors fold in automatically and 
‘when you press the “unlock,” they 
Told out The automadc dosing aid 
pulls the doors shut softly and quietly 
‘even if you have pushed them in too 
‘gently. You can close the trunk lid by 
emote contol. Elecrc roller binds 
for the rear-side windows and rear 
windshield ensure your passengers’ 
privacy The two-stage rain sensor ac- 
Evates windshield wipers without 
‘your having to lift a finger. 

When you shift into reverse, the 
side mirrors dip and the reversing 


camera shows the area behind on the 
display monitor with colored direc- 
tional lines to guide you in backing 
up. The dipping side mirrors and re- 
verse camera are supplemented by 
Parktronic sensors fore and at 
While these are some of the conve- 
nient features that manifest the S 
350° “thoughtfulness” they are mi- 
nor compared to is other technologi- 
cal innovations that guarantee safety 


In The Name Of Life. 
Yours And Your Loved Ones. 


Avail of the Rapide Lifetime Brake Limited Warranty 


3 or 0917-8589522 


ema contactus@rapide com ph 


OPEN FOR 


AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS 


FRANCHISING 


“Mingua 1 is a water element and its 
colors are dark blue and black. Mingua 2, 5 
and 8 are earth elements and its colors are 
yellow and brown. Mingua 3 and 4 are 
wood elements and its colors are green. 
Mingua 6 and 7 are metal elements and its 
colors are white, gold, silver. Mingua 9 isa 
fire element and its color is red,” he says. 


Clutter 

Vicente says clutter is not good any: 
where. Noles agrees, and advises motorists 
to nor bring the rash everywhere they go. 

“lt dampens your ch to drive around 
knee deep in junk and this likely symbol- 
izes your habit of always bringing your 
problems with you wherever you go,” she 
says. 

‘Catchpole's report, cited in_autoex- 
press.co.uk, also advises motorists to re- 
‘move clutter from the car to “help chi ener- 
gy fow” 

Other Catchpole pieces of advice: Sing, 
lap your hands or play music to “clear 
your personal space” inside the car; keep 
the windows clean “to allow energy to 
flow in; and keep a botte of water in the 
car—for the same reason as the blue rib- 
bon—that water promotes a clear, flowing 
and thoughtful state of mind. 

“There, the blue ribbon has been demys- 
tified at ast. Now all we have to wait for is 
his explanation about the sea salt. Noles 
agrees with the presence of water in your 
car. But she wams against eating in the car 
“Food in the car can create a mess and at- 
tracts bugs, neither of which helps you 
maintain a calm environment,” she ex- 
plains. True, try eating pansit and swat off 
a pesky fly while you're driving. 

Flies and pets are two altogether differ- 
ent animals, but Vicente discourages 


not! 


drivers from bringing both in the car, any- 
way. “it wouldnt be a good idea to bring 
ets while you're driving alone because it 
could cause distractions and make you 
lose your focus.” Makes sense, unless the 
dog was driving and you're the one stick- 
ing your head out the window, lapping in 
the rushing aic 


Cursed car 

‘So you've just gotten your car repaired 
after an accident. What do you do immedi- 
ately afterward? “Take it to your parish 
priest and have it blessed,” advises Vi- 
Cente. If you figure again in an accident, 
have yourself blessed by a driving instruc 
tor. You might be cursed by the “dumb and 
dangerous driver” demon. 

Butis there such a thing as a cursed car? 
IF you ask Noles, it certainly is possible. 
“Within the practice of feng shui, iF knew 
a car had been a scene of a violent act, I 
‘would bless it, but not recommend that it 
be sold to anyone. 1 certainly would not 
buy it. Although blessing the car can re- 
move much of the sha chi (negative ener- 
9) of the violent event, I would not take 
the chance of using it and absorbing any of 
the bad luck from the incident,” she says. 

Noles, a Starchild feng shui consultant, 
wrote “Feng Shui in the Car” several years 
ago. She took additional feng shui training 


thoughtful Mercedes 


ON THE 
Roap 


Aida 
Sevilla-Mendoza 


yi- 
and comfort. MercedesBenz engines are 
renowned for their power, quiemess and 
‘smoothness and you get to appreciate these 
jes in the S 350, 272-hp, 3 >-iter V6, 

lua ignition engine that sprints from 0 to 
100 km per hour in 7.3 seconds but con- 
sumes only 10.1 to 103 liters of gasoline 
per 100 km in combined city and highway 
driving. The engine is mated to 7G-Tronic, 
the world’s fist seven-speed automatic 
transmission, with speed-sensitive power 
steering, Direct Control gearshift buttons 
and cruise control. 
Accident preventive 

The radar-based Brake Assist Plus (BAS 
Plus) system sounds a waring if the gap 
Between te § 350 and the car in fontis t00 
small or the closing speed is too high. It 
calculates and instanly provides 
the brake servo assistance 
required to prevent a 
rear-end collision. 


the seats to envelope/support the driver 
and passengers and closes the sliding sun- 
roof automarically when it recognizes an 
emergency situation. Eight airbags and ABS 
with Brake Assist, of course, are standard 
together with disc brakes all around and 
ESP (Electronic Stability Control) that ap- 
plies the brakes individually at one or more 
of the wheels and reduces engine speed, if 
necessary, when the car isin danger of over- 
steer or understeer on a winding road. The 
‘Adaptive Brake with hold function and hill 
Start assist makes driving off and on gradi- 
ents and in city traffic easier 
Air suspension 

No doubt a major contributor to the S 
3505 ride quality is the Airmatic air suspen- 
sion system that, together with the Adap- 
tive Damping System (ADS), continuously 
controls the shock absorber characteristics, 
taking road conditions, driving style and ve- 
hicie load into account. With the “S/C/M" 
keyin the center console, you can adjust the 
suspension, vehicle level and transmission 
mode from “comfortable” to “sporty to im- 
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in San Diego with the now-defunct Feng 
Shui Warehouse in May 2000. 

Meanwhile, autoexpress.co.uk cited 
Catchpole's study as commissioned by in- 
surers Aon Private Clients, and described it 
as the first-ever to study the application of 
the ancient Chinese art to motoring. 


Road rage 

Ie further stated that “it looked for mea- 
sures that, according to the principles of 
feng shui, improve the flow of energy in 
vehicles and help drivers alleviate the neg 
ative feelings which ead to road rage.” 

Speaking of road rage, Catchpole's re- 
port hints cars cany an inherent aggres- 
siveness wherever they go. So how do you 
handie an “untamed” car? Don't park your 
car facing your home, as cars, according to 
Catchpole, are “predatory tigers” and 
when parked toward a house or office, 
they create a threat to the occupants of the 
building, Yup, especially when the driver 
forgets to pull up the handbrakes. 

Gilbert says the Catchpole report exam- 
ines some makes of cars, too, most memo- 
rably deseribing the Porsche Boxster as “a 
feminine... unaggressive vehicle, an ideal 
drive fora happy and single architec.” Per- 
haps not the most accurate description of 
the pica Porter perolhead, Gibert 
adds. 


prove handling, aerodynamics and fuel 
‘consumption. 

In conjunction with bi-xenon headlights 
that have a cornering light function and 
headlamp cleaning system, Night View As- 
sist allows you to see obstacles on the road 
even when visibility is impaired by head- 
lights of oncoming traffic. The road, illumi- 
nated by infrared camera, is projected as a 
gray-scale image on the &-inch multifune- 
{on display in the instrument cluster. Night 
View Assist reduces night driving stress and 
alows you to reach your destination more 
relaxed, 


Display 

‘The multifunction display is part of the 
Comand (Cockpit Management and Data) 
System that integrates operation of the ra- 
io, CD/DVD player, telephone and a port 
for computer memory cards. 

“The Comand System as well as the luu- 
rious fine wood, chrome trim and rich 
leather composing the roomy cabin with 
impeccable craftsmanship immediately 
convey a feeling of well-being and security 
‘once you enter the S 350. These interior at- 
tributes, plus the high statie torsional rg 
ty ofthe $ 3505s body shell and the techne 
logical innovations already described, 
blend beautifully to offer you a heavenly 
motoring experience. If only you and I can 
afford this thoughiful, award-wining luxury 
car! But the S 350 is worth every peso of its 
P89 milion price tag. if you have the 
cash 

‘TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: A politi- 
cian should do two terms: one in office and 
one in jail, 


Pressed-down prices; US bestsellers 


(COSTS OF ALMOST EVERYTHING have 
gone virtuali sky-high. But at Mitsubishi 
Motos Philippines, the call ofthe times is 
pressed-down prices. 

“Take the case of the new Lancer The 
newly unleashed Lancer 1.6 GL MT 
comes at only P683,000. That's cheap, 
compared with its chief rivals. 

is three siblings are also bargain 
buys—lancer 1.6 GLS CVT P768,000, 
Lancer 1.6 MX CVT P858,00 and 
Lancer 2.0 GT P958,000. 

Froy Dytianquin, Mitsubishi Motor” 
ANP for marketing services, said, “Tm 
sure the new Lancer GT wil meer the ex- 
peetation of those who are looking for a 

sporty compact sedan. We are also equal- 
Ty pleased withthe upgraded Lancet 16 
model as its value-for-money proposition 
has been further enhanced." 

A friend who's been a long-time Mit- 
subishi loyalist tells me of excellent ser- 
vice he gets from the Mitsubishi dealer- 
ship in Libis each time he brings his 
Lancer there for servicing. He makes 
special mention of Boyet Talagtag, 
“who is highly recommended by Mr 
Arian Reyes of Mitsubishi Motors as Mi 
Efficient of Mitsubishi Libis.” 

Oh well, glad to know Mitsubishi 
takes to heart the timeless policy that 
its dealers “take care of customers at 
alltimes.” 

Among the most popular 
Japanese models sold in the United 
States in the first half of 2006 ending 
June are Honda and Toyota vehicles 
(source: Autodata). 
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The Ford F Series pickup was tops 
with 400,000 sold, followed 
Chevrolet Silverado pickup 317,000. 

The Toyota Camry was 3rd with 
219,000, Toyota Corolla/Matrix (Al- 
tis here) 4th 197,000, Dodge Ram 
pickup 5th 183,000, Honda Accord 
6th 178,000, Honda Civie 7th 
165,000, and Chevrolet Impala, 
Dodge Caravan and Chevrolet Cobalt 

ing Sth, 9th and 10th. 

However, GM suffered a 25.7 per- 
cent loss in sales from a year earlier 
as well as Ford (7 percent loss) and 
Chrysler (15.5 percen). 

Toyota scored the biggest gain 
with 14.4 percent increase in sales, 
followed by Mazda 7.5 percent, 
Hyundai and BMW 3.4 percent each 
and Kia 1.3 percent. 
por oten than not, a signs in 

e metropolis are placed in spots 
where public utility vehicle (PUV) 
rivers are forced, prone if you wish, to 
violate. They don't violate, they eam 
Jess, if not nothing. 

Take, for example, the no load- 
ing/unloading signs. 


Almost always, you see them in 


places where commuters habitually 
embark/disembark. 

You place the signs farther from 
where the commuters are used to hail- 
ing their rides and that’s inconvenienc- 
ing the commuters 

So, why place the signs at all at 
places that would inconvenience PUV 
rivers but not commsters? 

Simple. Said traffic signs are tools 
for some unscrupulous traffic enforcers 
to augmen thelr income. 

Tm sure you see many PUV drivers 
not getting apprehended while ignor- ° 
ing sid trafic signs. 

‘Simple. Violators contribute every . 
day 1o a common fund for law en- 
forcers to not enforce the very law they 
are sworn to enforce. 

“You want coruption in motion, you - 
need not go to Malacafang, You see it 
on = sate dy renek ma waffic 

s like no eading/ unto 
“eT inoue A dear BOV diver Fiend of 
mine does the twin crimes (disobey 
trafic signs and pay “tong”) every day. 

"have to, of my family would go 
hungry" he says. 

Are commuters not guilty as well 
when they embark/disembark on no 
Tosding/ unloading zones? 

Perhaps, Mr. Bayani Femando can 
enlighten ts on this 

QUOTE ME. Too much braking is a 
waste of fuel. 

Seed comments to meniu@plt 
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Norkis readies compact car for RP market 


By Charles E. Buban 


NCLUDED IN THE CARA- 
van that toured the country 


Industrial Corp., a subsidiary of 
Norkis Group of Companies 
that markets the Yamaha brand 
in the Philippines, hopes to at- 


roup managing head 

charge for manufactur- 

ing and marketing four-wheeled vehicles 
forthe Norkis Group. 

Norkis Group considers the Maverick, a 


In Cebu, the Maverick is priced at 
P255,000 ‘(three-door variant) and 
260,000 (five-door) —figures which 
may vary once these variants are sold in 
Metro Manila. 


short for reinvention, reengineering, re- 
conditioning, rebuilding and recycling 
that the Norkis Group has popularized. 
‘The SRs simply means that PGIC 
transforms used engines and compo- 


for the final leg of the six- 
nation Yamaha Pan-Asean 
Touring are several compact 
cars that its maker, Porta Coeli 


premium compact model, thanks to its 


ce eta ter, four cylinder, double overhead 


“The Maverick, as we have named this 
ele, is another alternative 
for a very affordable 


Delfin explained that PCIC is slowly 
introducing the model outside Cebu and 
in Metro Manila saying they need to 
build interest for the vehicle model first. 
‘The Maverick is also a product of SRs, 


nents imported from Japan into almost 
new vehicles. “As a result, the Maverici 
Just like the other variants we hat 
should be regarded as almost bra 
new,” Delfin said. 


cam (Nissan) gasoline engine (in compar- 
ison to PCICS subcompact models that 
use ether a 5500c or 660cc engines). 


E parkfotht te] 
Is a year-long program dedicated to the 
preservation of human dignity. 


It is also our commitment — to provide aid for victims 
of natural calamities and help spare thousands of Filipinos 
‘from death due to the lack of proper medical care. 

‘That Is why, this year, we're taking a peso off from every 
Bosch Spark Plug sold, and sharing it to help fund 
various medical missions all over the country. 

Your continued patronage of Bosch Spark Plugs 
‘will help speed-up rellef operations, deliver medical equipment, 
‘and mobilize other humanitarian efforts to help drive 
such people closer towards the better, 
healthier life they should enjoy. 


hance 
Toyota now and get a c . 
= bring ytan not 1 but 2 ore cars! 


and get a a chance to L 


VCs can be used for Toyota Genuine Accessories, 
Chatel Mortgage, LTO Registration, TFS Financial 
Package or Discount, 

Ratte Draw: August 11,2006 

Deadline for entries: July 31, 2008 


Downpayment 
Vios 1.3 3 MT 

Attis 1.6 J MT 
Innova 2.0 J M/T 
Fortuner 2.7 G Gas AT 


**50% DP, 72 months: | Here's more. Get Toyota 
Value Certificates! 

Vios@ = 25,000 
ViosE = 20,000 
AhisG,E,J - 40,000 
AisS ° -P60,000 
innova G, E, J- 30,000 


@®TOYOTA 


innova 203 
Fortuner 27 G Dea 

posters & yes Jor ela 
Prata perot: Joy 1212006 


SUBJECT TO TFS CREDIT APPROVAL. Par OTRNCH Perom No. 3658 Series of 2008 
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Samsung creates new waves in LCD TV 


SAMSUNG'S AMBITIOUS LCD TV BRAND BORDEAUX SMASHED 
records, selling more than 1 million over three weeks. It set a remarkable 
record: the largest sale performance during the shortest time for one 
item, so it is successfully improving its brand image-about 2 million units 
of this hottest item have been sold since its rollout. Samsung has opti- 
mistic views regarding sales of Bordeaux LCD TY, and looks like the prod- 
ucts sale performance will rise continuously through the end of this 
year. 

Locally, Samsung LCD TV also leads. This is proven in the last three 
months of sales based on a local consumer association and as reported by 
GFK Asia. Samsung plans to continue to dominate the market through its 
experiential marketing programs “Dare to Compare” Mall Tour and 
“Trade in Trade up” promotions. These programs heightened the viewing 
experience of the Filipinos. 


‘Imagine’ campaign 

Samsung's new marketing campaign “imagine” also plays an impor- 
tant role in elevating Samsung's brand position and in building stronger 
emotional relationships with its customers; positioning Samsung as the 
preferred, premium brand as in the case of prestige LCD TVs. Samsung 
LGD TVs in the recent World Cup mania in the local hotels is a clear mani- 
festation of a preferred brand. High-end cinemas also display Samsung 
LCD TVs, forging a strong alliance with the man of steel “Superman Re- 
turns,” 

Samsung LCD TV has innovative and functional design. The LCD TV 


Bordeaux serves an elegant interi 


undistorted image from virtually every viewing angle, while boasting de- 
creased thickness and reduced power consumption. Samsung's proprietary 
contrast enhancement technology offers dramatically improved contrast ratio 
and color expression that are at higher than any competitor's LCD TV is capa- 
ble of achieving. It offers a crisp image with a high dynamic contrast ratio, and 
an amazing color palette featuring 12.8 billion colors. 


Ingenious swivel stand 

Samsung's new LCD TV's ingenious swivel stand affords consumers the ulti- 
mate flexibility in positioning the TV in their house, The world’s first hidden 
bar type speakers reproduce vivid, vibrant sound that is as close to the original 
as possible, all while eliminating unsightly speaker grills. These and other out- 
standing features are the result of years of effort undertaken by a design team 
composed of modem artisans and state-of-the-art technologists of the new 
generation of consumers who value both form and function. 

Price and video quality play important criteria in selecting television sets in 
the past. A sensitive design that expresses the consumer’ lifestyle now be- 
come a decisive factor for buyers and Samsung LCD TV has it. 


pem 
f 


lecorative object 


that offers the very best and latest in high-fidelity pic 


ture and sound. 


The front surface of the LCD TV is perfect 


and sophisticated because all control buttons have 
been moved to the sides. Additionally, the world's 
first hidden bar type speakers are invisibly installed 


in the lower front area. These speakers are not only 
unobtrusive, but they also faithfully reproduce the 


a preter 


original sound. Samsung's new LCD TV also boasts a 
stunning design with a high gloss coating on the 


front, back and stand. 


In addition, the Samsung LCD TV provides an 


A healthier lifestyle 


with brown rice tea 


BROWN RICE IS 10 TIMES 
more nutritious than white rice. 
Brown rice or "unpolished rice” is 
actually white rice before the 
milling process and still retains its 
outer skin and embryo. Outer skin 
has high fiber content while the 
embryo is rich in vitamins, miner- 
als and amino acids. Brown rice is 
difficult to cook and eat but it is 
more nutritious than white rice, 
which is left with only the carbo- 
hydrate. Brown rice is also known 
to be rich in nutrients such as Vita- 
min B complex and fiber. 

After many years of research, 
Highlanders Singapore has em- 
ployed advanced technologies to 
develop the brown rice nutr-por- 
ridge, which is delicious and quick 
to cook that can be ready to serve 
in just 15 minutes. 

Highlanders Brown Rice Tea 
was inspired by a cherished tradi- Highlanders Brown Rice Tea is 
tional health beverage that wasde- exclusively distributed by Team 
‘ppg sirens wie Somes cto Asia Corp. For more 

information, call 726- 
1328, 7261358, or 
726-0848; fax: 723- 
2782; or log on to 
‘wwrwiteamasiacorpo- 
ration.com or e-mail 
dbiphils@pldtdsl ner. 
Call now and enjoy a 
1O-percent _ discount 
for the fse 100 
callers. 


veloped using an ancient Tibetan 
recipe. Today, there are thousands 
of written testimonials from cus- 
tomers around the world who have 
consumed this tea and the effect 
has been amazing. It not only helps 
relieve tension, allowing you to 
concentrate on your work, but also 
helps you to relax your body and 
induce sleep when you need to 
rest. Moreover, it effectively re- 
duces the frequency of night urina- 
tion, which is commonly found in 
children and adults. 

Manufactured in Singapore in 
accordance with International 
Quality Standard, Highlanders 
Brown Rice Tea is an all-natural 
health product that invigorates 
one's bodily defenses against di 
eases. It uses 100-percent natu 
ingredients from premium grade 
unpolished brown rice. 


CMC KIDNEY TRANSPLANT CENTER OPENING 

‘The Capitol Medical Canter Kidney _Desales, MHA, VP/COO, and Ret. 
Transplant Center and Life Gift Kid- Gen. Edgardo Aglipay, president, 
ney Foundation Office were inaugu- Philippine Retirement Authority. 
rated recently during the celebration CMC, being a fully integrated worid- 
‘of CMC's 36th anniversary. Shown class health institution, is the first 
during the blessing were (from left) local private hospital to offer such 
Dr. Angel Joaquin M. Amante, sec- procedures. CMC had its first kidney 
tion head, transplant surgery, Dr. transplant in November 1970. The 
Thelma N. Clemente, president and newly opened KTC can accomma- 
CEO, UAE Ambassador Mohamed, date 15 patients with varying stages 
Ebrahim Al Jowaid, UAE Consul of renal disease and will be handled 
Mahmoud T. Badawi, Carmina C. by competent CMC medical staff. 
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Hocos Sur Gov. Luis ‘Chavit Singson takes de- 
Tight in wearing the famous Celebrity Collection, a 
men's wear brand of clothing that dominates the 
market of young protessionals and executives for 
‘over 20 years now. A pioneer in the men's wear 
business, Celebrity Collection is particular about 
giving comfort to customers by making its prod- 
ucis trendy, soft and cool, yet stil highlighting 
ambition, power, success, authority, and glamour 
that leaves a lasting impression for the wearer. 
Celebrity Collection products are made of materi- 
als imported from Japan, Hong Kong, and Singa- 
pore. itis made of 100% pure cotton, polyester, 
and is available in knitted, plain, and pri 

shirts. Celebrity Collection is available at SM 
Megamall and SM City Department Stores, Ever 
Gotesco, Robinsons, and other provincial outlets 
nationwide. 


Jewelry sale 
at Festival 
Supermall 


‘THE “GOLD RUSH” IS ON AT THE FES- 
tival Supermall in Muntinlupa City, 
where this year's biggest assembly of 
precious gems and stunning jewelry is on 
an exciting two-week sale. 

Dubbed “Shimmer”, this glittering 
fair is ongoing until July 30, and fea- 
ture an exhibit and a mall-wide jewelry 
sale. 

The jewelry photo exhibit is at Festival 
Supermall's 2nd level main entrance, 
3rd level Chef's Avenue, and 2nd level 
promenade entrance. 

‘The photo exhibit is being held simul- 
taneously with the Jewelry Selling Ex- 
hibit at the Carousel Court and the Mall- 
wide Jewelry Sale until July 30. 

Festival Supermall is located ar the Fil- 
invest Corporate City in Alabang, 
Muntinlupa City. Call 850-3514 for in- 
quiries. 


ALAIHNTRODUCES PESO AND DOLLAR PROTECT 300 


Ayala Life Assurance Inc (Alal), a subsidiary of the 
Bank of the Philippine Istands (BP), which caters 
to the insurance needs of the bank's cients, intro- 
duced its latest product, the Peso and Dollar i 

tect 300, in a talk show-inspired event held July 18, 
at Merk's Bar Bistro in Greenbelt 3, Makati Git. 
The Dolla and Peso Protect 300 is asingle-pay 
savings and protection program, which provides 
‘maturity benefits at the end of 5 or 10 years. It of- 
fers 300% protection for you and your family. tr's a 
‘no-frills savings and protection plan that guaran- 
tees your beneficiaries insurance benefits three 
times your maturity benefit. No other plan in the 


market offers this much protection and security. To 
officially launch the product, top executives of Alai 
and BP! opened umbrellas, which signified protec- 
tion and security from rains of risks. The minds 
behind Protect 300 include (from let) Anthony 
Parungao, BP vice president and Alai marketing 
director: Cesar Tejada, president of BPI Bancassur- 
ance Inc (BBI); Imelda Trilo, BPI senior vice presi- 
‘dent; Emil de Quiros, Alai president and BP! execu- 
tive vice president; and Herbert Tuason, BBI sales 
director. For more information on Peso and Dollar 
Protect 300, cll your BPI branch manager or the 
Protect 300 hotline at 753-P300 (753-7300). 


AFFORDABLE, PORTABLE WATER STATION BUSINESS 


THE ELECTROMEX UHP-500 water refiling sta- 
tion equipment produces 3,000 gallons a day of 
high-purity drinking water that passes DOH stan- 
ddards-for just P150,000. This 4-foot by 3-foot by 
6-foot transportable equipment comes complete 
with tanks, fiters, pumps, carbon, ultraviolet ger- 
‘micidal lamp and the industrial grade heavy-duty 
Ozone generator that kilis germs and removes the 
lead, manganese and mercury 100 percent. The 
Eleciromex UHP-500 is more supe-ior than the 
wasteful and more expensive reverse osmosis 


system, which throws out seven out of 10 gallons 
of backwash water, The UHP-500, on the other 
hand, is zero-waste and costs only 30 centavos 
per gallon, giving you an ROI in less than six 
months. The UHP-500 is fully assembled and 
there is no need to drill, cement, or destroy any- 
thing. ts plug-and-play, worry-free maintenance 
systems the same as what is used In Europe, 
Japan and the United States. For more details, 
call 531-6782 or 535-9089, or log on to 
www.electromexine.com, 


UP High batch 81 silver year 


ARMAND, BIRDIE, PERSEUS, WHERE ARE YOU? YSSA AND RENEE ARE LOOKING FOR YOU. 


The UPCC High School Batch 1881 


i be celebrating its 25th anniversary with a grand home- 


‘coming reunion this July 21 to 23. The three-day celebration wil start with a formal Homing Din- 
ner atthe grand convention center on July 21 at 6 p.m. The High School '81 batch reunian con- 
tinues over the weekend at the Costabella Tropical Resort Hotel. Many members of UP High 81 
from Manila, Cebu, and the United States have confirmed their participation. All batch mates are 
invited to join this long-awaited reunion. For more information, call Annabelle at UPCC 233-9601 
or Jobel at 0917-6281081, or log on to www.upalumnicebu.org for more updates. 
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SE Asian stocks up; gold, base metals recover 


overheating economy. 


ing in Taiwan, 


growth rates, and 


sustainable," he said. 


‘When told about the new 


In Beijing, 


prevent inflation, which so 
hasn't emerged as a problem. 


leased in Beijing. 


In the first half, inflation rose just 
1.3 percent, according to figures re- 


Kawai also said China should 
scale back its pace of foreign curren- 
cy reserves, which is poised to sur- 


The Manile-based bank also 
urged South Korea to keep close 
watch on corporate governance and 
expressed concern about political 
uncertainty and high public spend- 


Masahiro Kawai, head of the 
bank's Office of Regional Economic 
Integration, said that while East 
Asia's overall economic outlook is 
positive, its biggest engine, China, 
needs to restrain its robust growth. 
“A high growth rate is good for 
the rest of the Asian economies, but 
its in the best interest of everybody 
to see China's sustained, stable 
the ‘current 
‘growth rates are a bit higher than 


Yesterday, China “announced its 
‘economy grew a stunning 11.3 percent 
in the second quarter from a year ago. 


figures, Kawai exclaimed: “Oh, wow” 

Zheng Jingping, 
spokesman for China's National 
Statistics Bureau, said the country 
can sustain “fast and stable growth” 
but must control a construction 
boom and rapid credit growth to 


East Asia economy seen to grow to 7.5%; 
ADB warns China about overbeatins 


HONG KONG—DEVELOPING EAST 
Asian economies should grow an 
average 7.5 percent this year, the 
‘Asian Development Bank yesterday 
said, but warned China to rein in its 


[AWORKER sweeps a sidewalk in front of a huge dollar sign on the wall ofa. 
construction sitein Beijing. A year ago this Friday, Beijing revalued its currency, 
the yuan, by 2.1 percent and then loosened its decade-long link to the US 
dolar: Since then, the yuan hasbeen lowed to risea mere 4 percent against 


far- the dollar—tfess than some currencies move in a day. 


pass $1 trillion this year. 
East Asia as a whole has benefit- 
ed from the broad economic expan- 
sion in major industrial countries 
and the rebound of the global tech- 
nology industry, the ADB said. 


It projected that as a region East 
Asia will expand an average of 7.5 
percent this year, but that growth 
will slow to 6.9 percent in 2007 due 
to receding growth in the U.S., 
Japan and China. 


US Treasuries little 
changed, data awaited 


‘TOKYO—UNITED STATES TREA- 
sury prices yesterday were little 
changed in Asia as traders await- 
ed upcoming data and congres- 
sional testimony from Federal Re- 
serve chair Ben Bernanke for 
clues on how much longer US in- 
terest rates will rise. 

Government debt prices paused 
after taking a knock on Monday 
from surprisingly strong industrial 
production figures that suggested 
the Fed may continue raising rates 
atits next meeting in August. 

Still, the market received some 
support from concerns over escalat- 
ing tensions in the Middle East that 
prompted investors to fiee riskier 
investments such as stocks in favor 
ofthe relative safety of treasures. 

Asian investors were sitting 
tight before data on June con- 
sumer prices due today for more 
signs of whether US rates will re- 
main on their two-year tighten- 
ing cycle and rise above the cur- 
rent 5.25 percent. 

Dealers said they also expected 
congressional testimony ` from 
Bernanke on monetary policy to of- 
fer some clues into whether the 
Fed will tighten credit next month 

“The market is being fairly cau- 
tious before the CPI data and 
Bernanke's testimony” said a 
dealer ata Japanese trust bank. 

Before that, the market is look 
ing to June core producer prices 
for signs of whether the effects of 


Microsoft, Xen agree to run 
Windows, Linux side-by-side 


SAN FRANCISCO—MICROSOFT 
Corp. on Monday said it is team- 
ing up with Linux supplier Xen- 
Source to allow computers to run 
the upcoming version of Mi- 
crosoft's Windows server operat: 
ing system on computers that are 
simultaneously running Linux 
software. 

In the lates sign that it is drop- 
ping its resistance to Linux, Mi- 
crosoft of Redmond, Washington 
is teaming up with Palo Alto, Cali- 
fornia-based XenSource to com- 
pete with VMware, now the 
biggest supplier of so-called “vir- 
tualization” software. 

‘VMware, also based in Palo Al- 
to, is a unit of EMC Corp., and 
helped pioneer the market in 
which computers can be used to 
simultaneously run multiple op- 
erating systems. 

Virtualization software func- 
tions at a more basic level than op- 
erating systems such as Windows 
or Linux to allow fundamentally 
different software programs to 


inflation are likely to trickle down 
to consumers from producers. 

Forecasts are for a 0.2 percent 
‘month-on-month rise in core 
prices, which strip out volatile 
food and energy costs, following 
a 0.3 percent rise in May. A high- 
erthan-expected figure could 
bolster the argument for more 
tightening, pushing Treasury 
prices down. 

The yield on the benchmark 
10-year Treasury was at 5.07 per- 
cent, largely unchanged from jev- 
els in New York on Monday. The 
10-year yield has been inching 
away from 5.25 percent touched 
late last month, its highest level 
since mid-2002. 

The two-year yield was un- 
changed at 5.12 percent. 

Traders said slight selling in 
eurodollar futures was adding 
some downward pressure on cash 
bonds earlier in the Asian session, 
but overall trading was subdued. 

June core CPI is expected to rise 
0.2 percent from the previous 
month, according to a Reuters poll. 

Traders said Bemanke’s speech 
would also give a clearer view in- 
to whether the Fed is nearing the 
end of its credit tightening cycle. 

“If Bemanke's speech is similar 
to the Fed's last post-meeting 
Statement, it could be a signal 
that inflation risks may be wan- 
ing,” said the Japanese trust bank 
dealer. Reuters 


run on the same microchip. 

This allows more tasks to be 
run on each computer, cutting 
overall hardware costs for busi- 
nesses. 

Microsoft and XenSource said 
ina joint statement that they will 
cooperate on the development of 
technology that makes their re- 
spective “virtualization” software 
programs work side-by-side on 
the same computer. 

As a result of the collaboration, 
the next version of Windows 
Server, code-named “Longhorn,” 
will provide customers with a vir- 
tualization system that promises 
to help run both Windows and 
Linux on the same machine more 
cost-effectively 

Microsoft said it expects to 
conduct a public trial of Windows 
Server virtualization by the end 
of this year and to release a com- 
mercial version of the software 
within 180 days of the date when 
Windows Server “Longhorn” is 
released. Reuters 
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Witness the launch of our new Netgear products on July 20, 2008 , Thursday at SM Cinema IV, Mall ot Asia, Pasay City. Program 
starts at 7:00 PM followed by an entertainment by Wille Nepumoceno. Fax the flled-out form below at (02) 727-2955 to confirm 
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Oil holds above $75 a barrel on concerns 
over escalating violence in Middle East 


SINGAPORE—SOUTHEAST ASIAN STOCKS 
yesterday rose, recovering from the previous 
day's declines, while China-related stocks led 
gains in Singapore after the Chinese govern- 
ment announced strong economic data. 

‘Also, the prices of gold, ofl and base metals 
steadied, after falling sharply on Monday on 
profit-taking spurred by last week's gains on es- 
calating conflict between Israel and Hezbollah. 

Japan's Nikkei stock average dropped 2.75 
percent on Tuesday while gold recovered 
some lost ground as investors sought havens 
after violence between Israel and Lebanon's 
Hezbollah guerillas raged for a seventh day. 

Stocks in Europe are seen mixed after US 
stock indexes ended fat on Monday. Spread bet- 
ters in London expect Britains FTSE 100, 
France's CAC 40 and Germany's DAX indexes to 
‘open berween 14 points lower to 7 points higher. 

Investors in Japan got their first chance to 
react to escalating violence in the Middle East 
as the country’s financial markets reopened 
aftera three-day weekend 

The Nikkei posted its biggest percentage 
fall ina month to close at 14,437.24, led by a 
5 percent drop in shares of Fast Retailing and 
6.3 percent plunge in telecoms and Internet 
firm Softbank Corp. 

“There is a possibility that Japanese corpo- 
rations, as well as the Japanese economy, will 
not be able to cope with higher oil prices, 
which basicaly reflect the conflict in the Mid- 
dle East,” said Masaaki Higashida, a deputy 
general manager in the investment informa. 
tion and services department at Nomura Se- 
curities Co. id 

By mid-session, Singapore's Straits Times 
Index had risen 1.25 percent. Malaysian 
shares rose 0.86 percent, indonesian stocks 
climbed 0.53 percent, and the Thai index 
gained 0.51 percent by 0507 GMT. 

China's annual growth accelerated to 11.3 
percent in the second quarter, the govem- 
ment yesterday said, fueled by booming in- 
‘vestment and industrial output in the world’s 


fourth-largest economy. 

‘The strong growth led economists to pre- 
dict further tightening measures. 

Gold prices were volatile, slipping more 
than 1 percent before bargain hunters 
jumped in to take advantage of declines from 
their highest level in two months. 

Spot gold yesterday hit the day's low of 
$641.60 an ounce before rebounding to 
$653.25. By 0635 GMT, it was at 
'$651.00/652.50, higher than 
'$650.30/651.80 in late New York trade. 

Bullion rose to as high as $676 an ounce on 
Monday, but later fell back as investors locked 
in profits, while a firmer dollar also triggered 
selling. 

Oil yesterday held above $75 a barrel, sup- 
ported by accelerating economic expansion in 
number-two oil consumer China and con- 
cerns about escalating Middle East violence. 

US light sweet crude for August delivery 
rose 15 cents to $75.74 a barrel by 0634 GMT, 
after Monday's 2.25 percent slide. 

Brent crude for September gained 33 cents 
10 $76.25 a barrel. 

Oil prices are nearly $3 below last Friday's 
record-high of $78.40 after dealers took some 
relief that mounting violence between Israel 
and Hezbollah had not yet spread to neigh- 
boring oil-rich countries. 

“There is the danger that the Middle East 
situation could spin out of control, but there is 
also a good chance that things will settle 
down,” said Tony Nunan, a risk manager at 
Mitsubishi Corp. in Tokyo. 

‘Copper for delivery in three months on the 
London Metal Exchange held steady at $7,740 
aton by 0710 GMT, against the close of $7,750 
on Monday, when it tumbled as much as 5 per- 
cent on news that a sixweek strike at the 
Cananea mine in Mexico had ended. 

Nickel, which touched a new peak on Mon- 
day at $26,850 due to extremely tight global 
stocks, was also steady at $25,600/$25,900, 
up from the close of $25,700. Reuters 
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Producing leading 


network needs. 


Everybody's connecting” 


technology starts with a state of mind. A desire to 
push boundaries time and time again. Netgear is a world leader in networking 
technologies. We are ot the forefront of development and work to anticipa 
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A SPECIAL SECTION OF THE PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Honda Philippines 
Inc. will inaugurate 
today its new P1.8- 

billion motorcycle 

manufacturing 
facility at the First 
Philippine Industrial 
Park (FPIP) in 
Tanauan City, 
Batangas with 
no less than 

President Arroyo 

as its guest of 


honor. 


Honda Philipines 1.8 bilo 
indus 


yn motorcycle manufacturing facility at the First Philippines 


Park (FPIP) in Tanauan City, Batangas, 


inpines, ine. 
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he 20-hectare facility is 
expected to boost the 
company's production 
output from 300,000 to 
500,000 motorcycle per 
year. 

Kazuhiko Ikezoe, president and 
general manager of Honda Philippines 
Inc., disclosed that the plant's capacity 
is even expandable to one million units 
if demand surge in the next few years. 

Honda's move to transfer its 
manufacturing base from Sucat, 
Paranaque to the new state-of-the-art facility in 
Batangas is reflective of the growing popularity of 
motorcycle as a form of transportation in the 
Philippines. 

Ikezoe told in an interview that the motorcycle 
market in the country is now in the upswing and 
augurs well for the company that has long been 
considered as the market leader in the motorcycle 
industry. As the top 
manufacturer of 
motorcycles in the 
Philippines, Ikezoe said 
that as early as now, 
Honda is bracing for a 
new sustained growth 
wave. "The motorcycle 
is the most convenient 
means of transportation 
and Filipinos are only 
discovering that now," he 
said. “One of our goals 
in Honda Philippines Inc. 
is to enhance 
CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION on 
Honda motorcycles, to be able to create a motorcycle 
culture in the Philippines and contribute to the growth 
of the industry in general.” 

Compared to other Southeast Asian country, the 
Philippines is only awakening to the advantages of 
motorcycles and to the joys of solo riding. Previously, 
Ikezoe said motorcycle sales in the Philippines are 
geared mostly to tricycle operators. But now that the 
average Filipino has discovered the cost efficiency 
of motorcycles compared to cars, sales have been 
brisk in the last few years. 

From April 2005 to March 2006 (Honda Fiscal Year 
period), total demand was pegged at around 590,000 
units and Honda, as the market leader, sold some 
301,000 units. The target for this year is 400,000 and 
Ikezoe is confident that it can even surpass the mark. 
In the run up to 2010, Honda's top executive is 
counting on sales of a million units for the domestic 
market per year. 

In Asia, he said, the motorcycle is an essential 
transportation and solo riding is part of the way of life 
of the people. In Indonesia, there are roughly 23 
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President and General Manager 


million motorcycles in a population of 
230 million or 10:1 possession ratio. 
In Thailand, there are 20 million 
motorcycles in a population of 64 
million or 3:1 possession ratio. 

Comparatively speaking, the 
Philippines has 84 million people with 
‘only two million motorcycles or 42:1 
possession ratio. 

This low possession ratio gives 
motorcycle companies a big untapped 
market. And Honda is eyeing this vast 
market as its base for an aggressive 

manufacturing and marketing strategy. 

The new manufacturing facility in Batangas, with 
1,500 factory workers and produces an average of 
1,500 units per day, is a big boost to the increasing 
domestic demand for motorcycles.Reynaldo Gener, 
vice president of Honda Philippines Inc., said that 
what the company intends to do is not to focus on 
pure selling alone but to be instrumental in creating a 

complete motorcycle 
culture in the country. 
“One of our major 
considerations is safety 
in the use of 
motorcycles,” he said. 
At the company’s old 
facility in Paranaque, 
there is the Honda 
Riding Academy that 
teaches would-be 
motorcycle riders and 
those who are already 
3 2» veteran riders on safe 
igarian motorcycle driving, 
` especially in the city. 
“We teach them the 
basics of motorcycle riding with a lot of emphasis on 
safe riding,” said Adrelino Villena Sr., PR and Safety 
Riding manager of Honda Philippines Inc. The driving 
class, he said, is centered on riding theory and practice 
so that students can grasp a complete picture of what 
motorcycle riding is all about and allow them to maximize 
the potential of their units. 

Vilena disclosed that HPI will expand its Honda Riding 
Academy located in its old plant at Paranaque. In the 
provinces, Honda has even deployed riding instructors 
to teach customers on the safe use of their motorcycles. 
Complementing this instructional activity are events 
geared for motorcycle enthusiasts such as the 
increasingly popular motorcycle races in Metro Manila. 

"Here we provide riders with the venue to show 
their skills and compete with their peers in a safe 
environment,” said Gener. "Since most riders cannot 
drive fast in the highways, here we give them the 
opportunity to experience speed in a controlled 
environment specifically tailored for racing." 

As there are many categories for different riding skills 
and type ‘of motorcycles, everybody can join these races. 
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IDA FOR EVERYONE 


What is it like to ride the country’s number one motorcycle 
brand? With six models to choose from, Honda has something 
for every rider - from the extremely sporty to the easy ride types 
that even the slim-built and the fashionable set can ride with 
grace. Take your pick and make riding a truly one-of-a-kind 
Honda experience at very affordable price. 

Honda XRM Dı 

This is the first Honda gal Soars 
motorcycle developed by 
the Regional Research & 
Development at Thailand 
and Singapore, which is 
best suited for Filpino's 
preference. This is the 
best selling motorcycle in 
the country. Aside from 
its handsome looks, the 
XRM is packed with 
safety features such as the Automatic Headlight On for added 
road visibility even during the day and this model can also be 
modified according to the customer's preference. The XRM has 
a 110cc four-stroke engine and is easily recognized on the road 
for its knuckle guard that is not only meant to enhance its look 
butto protect hands from scratches. Italso has higher suspension 
for improved road handling and sport-styled meters which give 
immediate precise readings. The XRM is available in black, 
fighting red and riverside blue. 


Honda Wave 1 
oo) This is Honda's most 
stylish and affordable 
model and is redefining 
mobility for the fashionable 
‘crowd. With a 100cc four- 
stroke engine, it is also 
very fuel efficient and so 
compact that it is easy to 
handle on the road. It has 
a convenient U-Box 
storage under the seat, 
making it easy for ridérs to 
negotiate the road minus 
some baggage. It has a crystal dual headlight with clear, multi- 
reader lenses for enhanced visibility and twin rear suspensions 


for smoother rides. 
Honda Wave 125 

With a 125ce four- 
stroke engine, this 
Honda Wave is packed 
with more power for a 
more exciting ride. With 
82.5 kilometers per iter 
mileage, Kis 
Guaranteed to save as 
much as 30 percent 
fuel. As engine oll 
change Is only required 
Very 8,000 kilometers, 
riders are assured of 
more cost savings. The Honda Wave 125 in fiery orange is a 
site to behold on the road. Style is its number one appeal. It is 
also equipped with Automatic Headlight On for added road 
Visibility, has bigger and wider wheels and higher front and rear 
Suspension 

Honda TMX 125 Besides its sporty 

good looks, this Honda 
model has high 
Capacity fuel tank at 
nine liters and bigger 
more durable front 
suspension and hub 
for power tiding. It has 
a four-stroke, OHV, air- 
cooled engine with a 
displacement of 
24.1cc.As it has 
passed the Euro 1, a 
world standard which surpasses the Philippine Clear Air Act, it 
is quiet running and has clean emissions 
Speed and power is Honda TMX 155 
what TMX 155 is for 
With a higher engine 
displacement of 155.3c0, 
its maximum output is 
9.29kw (12.6GPS)/8000 
rpm. It features a heavy- 
duty stainless muffler, 
durable front 
suspension, hub and 
fender and is fitted with 
double rear shock for 


tricycle use. If you like it fast and heavy duty, this is it for you. 

This model was Number One in Sales at the Business Category 
ea ea ee CRO 

ener This Honda flagship 

‘model claims to be sporty 

enough to conquer all 

roads. With electronic 

ignition, aluminum 

Wheels, powerful 200cc 

engine, sure grip disc 

brake and superior rear 

cushion, it is truly meant 

for rough and rugged 

riding. The XR200 is king of the road and will take you anywhere, 
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The Honda Brand {Advantage 


homegrown technology, which is the pride of Honda all over 
the world, will make it possible in the very near future to offer 
low-cost units at very high quality," he explains. 

“Honda technology is used everywhere - in power products, 
motorcycles, cars, jetplanes and humanoid robots. That alone 
speaks about the role of Honda technology in the world. We 
will certainly be able to use this cutting edge technology to 
manufacture motorcycles that are high on quality but at 
reduced price,” said Gener. 

Ikezoe stressed that as cost of ownership is one of the 
main barriers to expanding the market for motorcycles, Honda 
has taken it upon itself to use its state-of-the-art facility and 
technology to be able to produce the best quality motorcycles 
in this country with very high quality. As it is now, cheap 

d imports and imitation products are flooding the market, but 
Ikezoe emphasized that only original Honda motorcycles can 
provide riders with the safety and quality assurance. 
Villena disclosed that for several decades already, Honda 
is the preferred brand of motorcycles in the Philippines. 
“Even in the provinces, when you say motorcycle, people 
instantaneously think of Honda. Ithas even become a generic 
name for motorcycles," Villena said. 


PRODUCTION AREA 
As the motorcycle culture slowly evolves, Ikezoe said that “Our goal is to be able to offer units for as low as P30,000 to 
part of the Honda strategy is to make the units more affordable P40,000 in the near future,” said Ikezoe. “A Honda's advanced 
to a wider segment of the population. technology will make this possible in the next few years.” 
Currently, a brand new unit typically sells for P50,000 to. Honda's promise is to reduce cost without diminishing quality. 
P70,000 depending on the model, “Quality and riders’ safety are important to us. Our 


The Honda Vision 


The company actually has big plans for its 
operations in the Philippines. Ikezoe told that when 
they achieve their manufacturing and sales target of 
one million units per year, hopefully by 2010, they 
‘would be gearing up for the export market. 

"We need to hit the one million mark and then we 
will start exporting Philippine-made Honda 
motorcycles to the world,” he sai 

Gener disclosed that one of the comerstones ofits 
human resource education is to strengthen the skills 
of its local engineers and developing a culture of 
excellence within the ranks of its employees. 

Ikezoe calls it "mind revolution," or a mindset that 
is focused on the attainment of exemplary work 
ethics and excellence. 

“Without training, this will not be possible. We 
focus a lot on training both on the hard and soft 
side of technology,” Ikezoe said. “We aim high, 
which is to serve as a benchmark in the Asia- 
Oceania region. Our vision is to be able to build a 
motorcycle total business in the Philippines that 
will not zero in on sales alone but will likewise be 
able to offer after sales service, spareparts sales, 
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POWER PRODUCTS. 


safety & motor recreation, and second-hand 
activities. We will touch-up all kinds of activities, 
which is essentially based on CUSTOMER'S 
‘SATISFACTION, to be close-at-hand to customer's 
motorcycle life itself. Through all such activities, 
Honda wants to become the Company which the 
Filipino people expect to exist in this country. 

As itis now, Honda Philippines has around 400 
dealers nationwide and plans are underway for 
‘grassroots activities. Honda recognizes that another 
challenge to overcome in this country are low riding 
skills even for those who have been driving 
motorcycle for years, low motorcycle riding 
awareness. 

But all of these are changing now. Ikezoe said 
that solo riders now comprise 80 percent of the 
motorcycle market, with only 20 percent for sales 
of units to be converted into tricycles. 

“We are getting there,” said Villena. “It's only a 
matter of time." 

Honda now has six models to choose from (see 
related article) and it has something to offer to all 
types of customers and budgets. 
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‘thc rae advantageous 1o PHOC-EDC mth ery curing aby oe led 
‘ar tera any eget norm tic bester o baders ol ha grat 
PROC-EDCS acion: 
(694) Francis Dolor 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


MANILA GAS CORPORATION (MGC) 
INTER-ISLAND GAS SERVICES INC, (1IGSI) 


INVITATION TO PUBLIC BIDDING 
MGGIIGS! otters tor sale through sealed pubic bioding on August 09, 2008, 
{fom 10:00 am. 1o 2:00 pam. at ha NOG Audio Visual Room, Penthouse, NOC 
Buting, 116 Tordesitas St, Salcedo Vilage, Makai! Ciy, the flowing rel 
estate proportion 
4 Paco North Property (MGC property) 
‘The Noth Property is located at Sandlangco St., Paco, Manila and is 
composod of 3 coniiguous ot 
ToT-94304 2,808.20 sqm. 
Tetas 2231.40 
Tor-ssea4 7431.20 
42,270.80 sam. 
Cobu Property (UGS! property) 
‘The Cobu Proper 1s located along the Barangay Road, Barangay 
Opao, Mandate Gly dnd i composed oi 2 ajoning tt 
Ter-18099 2128.00 sqm. 
yertesss ` _9)328.00 
1887.00 sam 
Duo digence period is rom Jy 19 - August 04, 2008 Irom 8:00 a-m. to 
5:00 p.m. 10 be coordnaled wih the MOCAIGSI Bids Commitee. meresid 
parties may secure the Biding Package staring Jy 19, 2006 rom MGG 
lo Mr. Evren Mancia. 7 NDC Bulking. 116 Tordesiias St., Salcodo Vilage, 
Makati Ciy Tol. No. 6404836 loc. 223 & 313 / Fax No. 6404860 and NGS! c0 
Mr. Ghar Vlogs. 3215 Osi 5 Sangi, Barangay Pajo, Lapu-Lapu Cily. Ter 
No. 632-3418874. A pre'bidaing conlrence fs seheduled on July 27, 2008 a 
10:00 a.m. at the NBG Audio Visual Room, Penthouse, NOC Buldng, 116 
Tordasiias St, Salcedo Vilage, Makat Ciy. 
“The sale ofthe above propolis shall be strictly on CASH, on an “AS-IS 
WHEREIS" BASIS. 
MGCAIGSI reserves the right to reject any and ali bids, or to waive any of 
the ormalies required, or to accept oniy such bids or porion of ids Wich is 
ted advanlagoous to MGCNNGSI 
(rst 042 


'PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Bap 5, Ground Fac ny Compier, Met ond 
Fart ana, apg City 
A Toh ho 13n Laesi Salo 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 
RENCE Deaconess rg tei pe 0 s00 at wnt 
eserin nd Pi, 
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For pagos a cung euran manes, a pre Sony annro aa ase awe 20 
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{Spurr Orn ores ann oes pacar bx he a 
{tf 20pm opty Wane Otee Wat Clock Tinael Po oora Sma PODNE ene 
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WHITE PLAINS, Q.C | 58 tone no sates 
Limited Lots | 


53 Boo No, N Sra ot 
45t dlp 3to 42yrs to pay 


2008 pelore Notary Pube 
481 17 LOT ATE 


ica 
SELL 


WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds 
BEST APPRAISAL 
‘Secondo Gloneta 1 
"eur 894-0282 
Agencia de Makati 
Teis 800-7956 


Cesar Re Samtago o 
Maka Cy (7/1008) 


BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 


4 Years 
Nursing College 


Call Jo 0927-5046632 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 


Republic ot the Philippines 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Manda 


IN THE MATTER OF THE min a 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE 2ND Bonmaheaunacrn 2.  Gomedoner 
BAR. OF SECTION 23 AND TUASON. Fioroniro Ack. Commissioner 
SECTION 247 OF R.A. 9189 BRAWNER Romeo A  Conmisionar 
(OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTING SARMIENTO, Rane. Commissionet 
LAW OF 2009) RELATING TO FERRER. Neodamo T. Commissioner 
THEO" PROHIBITION OF 

MOVEMENT OF A PUBLIC 

OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE FOR 

PURPOSES OF THE 14 MAY 2007 

SENATORIAL AND PARTY-LIST 

ELECTIONS. 

Promulgated 17 July 2006, 


RESOLUTION NO. 7686 


WHEREAS the Oversoas Absentee Voting Law o 2009 (R.A 9189) provides 
in me second paragraph of Sacton 23 tata hat 

No olco or member ln foain sence corps. luding hoes belonging 

to aliached apenas shall bo Ianelrred, promoted, extended, realed ot 

‘Stnerwisa move Fam a curant post or postion ne (i yoar betore and hee 

{8 monina ater the day of elections, except upon the approval o! Ino 

Commission: 

WHEREAS. Section 24.7 ol te same law provides: 

Sec. 24, Prohibited Acts. - In addnion to the pete acis provided 
law, tahal be unam tawing 

24:7 For any pubic olicor or employee to cause Ihe isola, promotion, 
extorsion, racal ol any mambe o! ine oeign sonico corps. neg members 

Bine aan agenasa or ence emus 1o movman oy uch 

‘ember Irom his current pos! or positon one (1) year velore and Ihres (3) 

tment alr Ie day of eibstons, winavi secu iho prior approval of ihe, 

‘Commision 

WHEREAS, horo ie a nood io asue Resin nx: athe Comission 
may implement iho above-cledpovions of R.A 9189 (Pp. va, Reyes, el al GA. 
Nor 118022) asg 

WHEREAS, the next national oloctions 1 be partlcipateg in by oversoas 
sbsanioe voirs shal! pe ha 14 May 2007 Senatorial and Pary st Eiscions and 
Ihoreor. Ina Department o! Foreign Alas (OFA) tough the mambes ol the 
lerognscmee corps and oar government agencies aiding ote att econ 
Phitpaineemtaasws consuls and ole Ssiabishnanis a0road sha agin be 
involved in the conduct ai voting. cuntng and canvassing cl votes toroet 

NOW. THEREFORE, pursuant 1o tha powers vastad in by the Constltion, 
tha Orns Eigcnon Code, Repubie Ac No 9169 ang other relele aiection aws, 
the Gommission RESOLVED, as Ithereby RESOLVES as olone 

‘Section 1. No offeror mambar of tha forlgn service corps, including those 
bolongng lo slached agoncios ial novo eticas abroad, shal be transla, 
promot. elenged. recalled or aterse moved om hs current pet or poston 
From Mo ciate of eoctny of ts Resolution uni 12 Avgust 207 

Section 2. No movement of any member ot he lorign sorvico corps shall be 
‘made urias the samo approved by the Commission trough Ihe Caiman 0i 
the Commies on Overseas Avsenioe Vong (OAV), 

Section 3. Request tor movement shal be made in wring bythe authorized 
tical corcamed agencies sang tne cause or reason or suet movement and 
Sinan why aid movement shoud ve made an sxempton fee penton Te 
‘equot sh spericatyianty Ine government personnol concerned. his euren 
pasing and his nent assgnmeni saree 

‘Section 4. This Resolution shall take elect on the seven (71N) day ltrs 
punicaton wa newspaper ol general ereuiaton in ihe Prippnss. 

Sections. The Education and niormation Department (E10) o! te Commission 
sna cause the pugbeaton and maest Geseminato o1 Ie Resolution and shel 
{Gres copes Horan fo th Doparimont of Foreign Alas (DFA). Deparment ol 
Labor and Employment (OLE), Department of Transportation and 
Communications (POTG). Phuppine Postat Corporation (Pruponi), Priippine 
Gvorsoas Employment Adrminisiration (POEA), Overseas Workers Weliare 
Adminiiraton (OWWA), Commission on Fiipinos Overseas (CFO). Ihe Martins 
Industry AulPoras (MARINA), Priippine National Palice {PNP} and oiner 
‘Concord govemment aperies g 

‘Approved this 17* day ol July 2006. 

So ORDERED, 


Gin eae sat in bs 


Seounnaccion’s BORRA dr adasok an 
— oe 


Vay 


ROMEO A. BRAWHER 


Anangga 
RENE V SARMIENTO 


Conmasoner 


NICODEMG. FERRER 
Commissioner 
(Prada 19.2008) 


D BP Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO BID 


Tho Development Barko! he Phiopines ws receive sealed bids on August 2, 2006, 2:00 p.m., 12h Floor, 
Sute $, Execulve Lounga ofthe DBP Hoad Olice, Sen GI Puyat Ave. cor, Makati Ave., Maka Ciy lor The 
totowing properes on CASH BASIS: 


CES 


LOCATION 


nea Gam] CA 


REALESTATE 
METRO MANILA 
pitty 


benouer 
aaa 


Lasuna 
Biactas 


Quezon 
MC 


SAMER PALAO, alias “Tangkad” or “Andy”, whose ; 
picture appears above, is charged with Kidnapping with 
Murder before the Regional Trial Court of Lanao Del 
Sur, Branch 8, Marawi City, docketed as Criminal Case 


No. 5033-06. 


Mr. Palao is presently a fugitive from the law. 


Housa and iot 403 No. 38, Road 7, Project, e 
TCT N2344) 


126 inchcuaty es 
Stbdision fot (109 vacant 
ie wimp. 8 

‘Broad ls) 


Inuit (TCT No, 
T-281408) w 069, 
facies & macinery 
E equipment. 


2 parcels ot agro- 6284 
fadena ts (TCT Nos. 

Taasan 820540) 

wth bigs. & mp. 


4100,000.00 
Quezon Giy 


21.247 Sia, Elona Hals Suba. Amtiong, 
ta rncad 


P 12,000,100.0 


117 Progress Ave. comer P 195.698,120.00 
Indesty ive, Ceara 


Ingustnai Subd, Canubang 


Bo. Comon, lana P aaz soo00 


BIDDERS ARE REMINDED: 
To nspect he properties to determine thelr ciel conden belare he bidding; 

2. To submit in DBP's oc bid form avaiable at the AMD-Acquirod Assets, Ground Foor, DBP Head Otice 
uring oie hours; and 

3. To be on ime. No bids wil be accoptod once unseating ot We bids commences. The sale shal te subject o 
‘iner terms an conditions whch may be imposed by e Bank 


DBP RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN, OR TO 
ACCEPT SUCH BIDS AS MAY BE CONSIDE 


MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE BANK. THE DECISION OF 


THE BANK IS FINAL AND BINDING. 


Frings pies 
‘an Aa. 


(Por uty 120,206) 


A reward of THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS 


(Php 300,000.00) will be given to any person and/or group 
of persons who can provide information leading to the 


arrest of the accused. 


Please contact 0922-6844962 or 0927-7971257. 


rot 19am 


BEST DEAL& QUICK 
SERVICEL 
AUTOTRES A BATTERIES 
an oiscounT 
‘ONSERVOE! 
ALIGNMENT. BALANCING, 
CAMBER TUNEUP. 
BRAKES, CLUTCH, 
UNOERCHASSIS REPAIRS 
RUBBERVOLY. 

TT VISAYAS AVE. 
ab WEST AVE. Q.C. 


al elphone numbers: 892-15667899-7172 or 818-9511 local 2158/2159 lor Code staring 


ASSET MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 


saotr asos 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS 


ve, BEST OFFER 
Foy wrom 
P eno 


te oase 


NATIONAL 


CLASSIFIED 
More Classified Ads: 
Supreme Court. Alo 


AEPRSBS, NFA, 
DECS & PEZA... 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2006 


Repu oi na Priores 


SECTION 1. INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Zamboanga Gy Waar Dit. hough Ns Bids ac Awards Cornino I (BAC ines SuppeaMenlacies 1o 
opty or ongona ano aor ahaa project 
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‘tng wi be corduted voug opr corpave ing procecures ang ro. cacreicray poatal cetere as seas 
ithe inplomanting ulus 8 Roguisions Part A (APTAL o Rapubic At 3184 (RA. B14, onermes frown as DO 
Governor Proccoman Room Act ana svete oorgenizasons wih teas uty perc (20s) canst o 
fsuslanang capa sock blonqng 1o cizes 31 he Phigpran as seened i Revue Ac $160 (RA S183) Ory Bas 
tom adore who pass fe eng chock wi bo spored To rosso fe Ey check Gostosa Scion Tai 
the deny Documents TE. The bdr win owes clog LCS) sel be crac he past gumteasor Sagem 
‘deri tn Seterra te esponswenass 1 ire lane and trance equremert ta prae. The cone Stee 
fon end ha Lonel ie ara Pasporve er LER) wa wan Gra hay Be ose 
An Bias musi be accompanied bya Bit Securty in me lam of Cash Cero Check: Cazhir's anc Managers Check me 
‘tounlo!Twanhane Trousand Oro tonared Tnonty Pesos (229 120 O0) o Cet 1 Towanda Paes FAY 
Treo Pasas ang Sovent Six Caravos (P6.33 76) lr Lat £. Five Treusand Two Harare Say Pesos ard Say FA 
Gans (Pa 260.8) for Lot 3 Four Thuan Taty Two Pasos (0320) frat. Tree Thowsan Ne Ped 
Twenty Pesos (P5200) lar La 3. Mno Thousand Posos (P3 000 00) kr Lat G. & Tan Thousand Tivos Hurcred Pour 
‘Paso (21030400) for Lot” Late Bias sral not oe accepted 


‘i opaning shal be aha 2 For ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT Main Otice Suing. Per St. Zamboanga 
Ciy Bs bo opened ne presona lhe Bedors epesenatves who cheese 10 sandal he acres Sal. 


‘Tha ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT reserves tha igo accopl rec any Bice. snd 'o aval Dang cess 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


_.CLASSIFIEDS |. 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
Province of Surigao del Sur 
MUNICIPALITY OF BAROBO 


INVITATION FOR RE-BID 
CONSTRUCTION OF BAROBO PUBLIC MARKET 
Toe Works nie te Geer Requirements Sts Works: Concrete Works: Masonry 
‘ie: moa eng Paste rns Thera! Mais Preston Wort: Doosan Wns, 
‘Fnshing Wars Meares Waren te Baril Wore 
Lean Ne. 18058 
‘Tre Land Bank oe Priores LBP ras coved a tan ton he Asan Dovdoorat ark 
lama coa ef ean Gase Uta Serves Sects Proms BUSS, snd tas 
{Sapoy stl be wo oe preceeded Pe Ut estar min PS GOP cote re 
1 payne wr Pa coac ty Gnstcton al Barono Punte MareTZSPM, 
“Tee Manoa of Baroto. Surigao de! Sir row nes anes es om be Bae or 
Be conten te New Sebo Pate Mat wh tes 2 koo aea e179 saat 


Tae dosent moure he Eby Domes al be stad apr Pe Testes: 
Daturen dl be Bis 23 pone he acre bw Boone 
‘reed Sats may tine re loon tom fe Bs and Awards Comin (BAC), 
onal of Barba, Surges oe Su tn tees a Sony DEUN A PE HS 
Eman Soop aa 2s hopun 172 
A compl eof aang Dears n Engis may dt phased by ered Sears 
none asaos btn, ard von payment 2 nowshncost ts Sk Towson Petes 
(Phe 0.0, Te ong Comores at be coved prscaly by he Bae OE 
Sec representan oh bebe Avge 1.2008 S Lam 
Te BAC Mynicigatty o! noha m hots 3 pec coors coe oo Eig Bers or 
‘Angst. 20620 nan 5 Pe Mariini Boel Oe, Bohn Suton oe Sur 
‘got notes mas sb ak Ba oe BAC, Bro, Sino de Sur on or elore 
‘ops TE. 206 @ 2.00 pam Aa Sos mas be exorganesby 2 Bf Scary n Pe met 
Bane Guarantee ae ne ast Fes Hanarna Sty Towson Posos te S000 
(3. eqralek ameuol a lee conrertbe carey, eee ot Pt be aceon 
Sccpewy sare on August 6 ate G £0 pn a Pe Wanita Budget OINK. Sees0 
Sancoe Hal Barono, Surga oe Sut, Bas t Se operat r Pa eaten Bae 
‘eescmtes wo Geos ard a be acess boos 
“ote arsed sie sre gis 1 Sater mus 
Tega cress opareree aspen carne cin o! aoe) wok 
(fata an colony ena» fe wots Pe et be () yu. sa bong 
‘tae tos compete conan conc i hs uronat Pe sng cat 
‘Set shout es Finen MBon Pesos Pep 15.008), 
‘Ses mene spe su Connon ror’ ore Pe lasi Pee (yous lie 
‘iets tio Pos (Pp 1820 
‘Smadar as to regure by endl heavens con oher irancal 
Sater ecoptisW be Pac Ey. fe be yes cena P” 
Gare SIAE ES A ne RACINES trea peso od DORIN ener po, 
Campton tte Ws eared itn 305 Conde ys 
Tee Manton of Barba, Sees Go Sur. seve Pe rho aap of aay Bi. 
eu be Soar potas DE 0 eel A Sa Hy ne PTW SOURS Pa OA 


Bi) 
CBRE 


CB RICHARD ELLIS 
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 


FOR SALE/LEASE 


BRGY. BANGKAL, MAKATI CITY 
Moin frontage olong Apolinario Street 


+ Lot Area - 9,527 sq.m. 

+ GFA- 36,670 sq.m. 

+ Formerly occupied by a multinational 
‘company for light industrial purposes 

+ Excellent infrastructure & large 
floorplates 

+ Strong potential for redevelopment 

+ 3-5 minute walk to EDSA 

+ View to offer 


752 2595/752-2580 
0920-927-4824 


Trent, Joey, Jane 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
Please be iniormed ihat 
WORKERSHUB INTERNATIONAL 
MANPOWER SERVICES 
Win address a No. 9 MLL. Quezon 


Extension, Barangay San Roque, 
Antipolo City represented herein by its 


ANE AB AI es any mar pri conan oars PS TE S0) Neorg ry tay ote sasas Basar Bent 


ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Piar St- Zamboanga Cty 7000 
Taugrane No” (082) 891-1856 


Fae (082) 901-2700 


(S58) ALEIOS. ROJAS, JR. 


House &Lot | | Msraaign e are pesentyin nocd oi tagn aiene 
For Sale | | pereme i tup ie E ponens: 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
Block 3 Lot 10 Wale or Foma 
DOLMAR S years exence 
GOLDEN HILLS 
MARKETING DIRECTOR 
a ae ee 
QUEZON CITY . ee tliat spose in related fiekd 
pomncco. | | Sapon aeea mae 
earn una & cacti: 
CALL 418-0402 n 


OBITUARIES 
Wate) Je 


PEDRO LOSANTAS ACUNA 
“INDO” 


of Legazpi City 
Peacefuly joined his Creator on Thursday, July 
‘at heage of 83. 

His loving wife Luz Ruivivar Acuña: children Nohra & Benjie 
Baltasar, Edith & Bong Mateo, Ting & Merey (Ortega): grandchildren 
‘Kathryn & Patrick, Marvin, Emil: Chester. Team, Butch, Maxine, 

ritzie, Michael & Michelle 
‘reat-grandehild Tricia; relatives and friends request the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul 
His body lies in state at his home at 92 Rosario St. 
Legazpi City. Interment will be on Friday. July 21, 2006 at the 
Albay Catholic Cemetery, Legazpi City after the 3 p.m. Mass 
atthe St. Gregory the Great Cathedral. 


13,2006, 


Eeee roses ay ay ese Bako SO 
1908 Avo AWARDS ComaTTEE 


‘Managing Director 
CIELITO MALONZO ARTIL 
is tll undergoing application for icense 
to operate a recruitment agency with 
Philippine Overseas Employment 
‘Administration (POEA), 
{ty 19,208) 


PROVINCE OF ORIENTAL NEGROS 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘hs Powe! Goverment «i Orena loge moros 1 ts ai Gernot ond et 
[ee D pos tn guest REMSEN os connate asd 


BIDS & AWARD COMMITTEE 


INVITATION FOR BID + Betray teat amom cn me P5000000 0 wet er 
RSS RER LIRA AE 
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24-HR HOTLINES 


722-1144 
722-1155 


POEA 


OBITUARIES 


Oger — 


beg you to recommend to God in your prayers 
‘and sacrifices the soul of our dear 


SISTER BRENDA FULLON, OSA | 


(Lutgarda Flandez Fallon) 


i une 16, 1936 -July 18, 2006) 
Who passed away on July 18, 2006 at the age of 70. 


MAY SHE REST IN PEACE | 

Funeral Mas willbe on: July 19,2006a1800a.m. atthe | 
TA CONSOLACION CONVENT CHAPEL | 
SSANTOLAN ROAD SANJUAN MM 

INTERMENT WILL FOLLOW AT THE LA LOMA CEMETERY 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MASS 


Vox 


ly ENGRACIA D. CORONEL { 


Peacefully passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on July 17, 2006 at the age of 98. 

Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, 

located at G. Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 

Interment will be on July 20, 2006 at the 

Eternal Gardens Memorial Park, Baesa, 

Caloocan City at 2:00 p.m. 


e oee 


Cresiporo C. Astrero peacefully joined our Creator on July 13, 2006. 


ARMANDO ALCARAZ LANZANAS: 


“DING” 


May 4, 1933 — July 17, 2006 


Laguna Institute HS Batch ’52 
President, Rotary Club-JP Rizal 1983 


Peacefully joined our Lord on July 17, 2006 at the age of 73. 


His bereaved wife Divinia; children Dr. Ronaldo and Dr. Merceditha, Dr. Maricel 
and Dr. Ronaldo Elazegui, Dr. Rommel and Rowena, US Air Force SSgt. Armando; 
grandchildren Nina and Bucho, Denise and Monty, Kirby; sisters Ligaya, Dr. Imelda 
and Dr. Edward Yu, Portia and Rupert Lanzador; brother Court of Appeals Justice 
Enrico Lanzanas and Carmelita; nephews and nieces, relatives and friends, request 
the pious readers to join them in their prayers for the eternal repose of his soul and 
everlasting joy in the eternal Kingdom of our Creator. 


His remains lie in state at the Rizal Memorial Park Mortuary, Chipeco Ave., 
Calamba City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, July 23, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. at the Lanzanas Family 
Mausoleum at the Rizal Memorial Park, Chipeco Ave., Calamba City. 
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Mine investments hit $50M 


upheld the validity of the finan- 
cial or technical assistance agree- 
ment (FTAA) of Climax-Arimco 
ALMOST $50 MILLION IN MIN- Mining Corp. (CAMC), now Aus- 
ing investments were poured into _tralasian PI 
the country in the first five for the Didipio Gold and Copper 
months of the year as four of the Project in Quirino and Nueva 
24 priority mining projects accel- Vizacaya, paving the way for the 
erated the development of their start of constructions at the mine 
sites. site 
The Mines and Geosciences A huge part of the investments 
Bureau reported $47.91 million this year came in the form of 
in investments as of May ground preparation for mining, 
Palawan Nickel Project in Coal and construction of roads, of. 
Bay infused $22.71 million, fices, stockpile areas and ship- 
which accounted for almost half ping’ areas, according to the 
of the investments. Tampakan MGB. 
Copper Project was second with Most of the 23 priority mining 
$8 million investments so far. projects are on the drilling stage, 
‘The controversial Rapu-Rapu while some are installing im 
PolymetallicProjectby Australian provements, De Vera said. 
firm Lafayette Mining Ltd. in- The MGB initially projected 
fused the third biggest amount $193 million in mining invest- 
with $6.45 million. ments this year, but reduced the 
‘The MGB expects a total of projection when several compa 
$122 million in mining invest- nies signified that they would 
ments this year, according to start thelr project developments 
MGB Mining Economics chief next year. 
Benjamin De Vera. De Vera said the Berong Nickel 
‘The Supreme Court recently Project by Atlas Consolidated 


| ByBlancheS. Rivera 
and Christine A. Gaylican 


Agents and 
WELCOME 


9 | 0920-9144018 


[Æ Anj FIXED 
GUARANTEED 


y 
TAX FREE 


Open a PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 
* Affordable for a minimum of PhP 50,000 
* 5-year placement 

s * Enjoy monthly interest earnings 

“td etna pe annon dg te 
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| Gov't expects mining firms to pour in $122 million in 2006 


Mining and Development Corp. nounced that it has successfully 
in Palawan has also reported ac- passed the initial stage of its 30- 
celerated developments in the day test run that will pave the 
site, which could boost total in- way for the full resumption of op- 
vestments by yearend eration of its Rapu Rapu mines in 
‘The MGB is also looking at in- Albay. 
‘vestments from the Adlay-Cagdi- “We are satisfied with the first 
anao-Tandawa Project in Surigao phase,” sald Michael Cabalda, an 
and the Siana Gold Project, which official of the Mines and Geo: 
is in the advanced exploration sciences Bureau, “Lafayette's pol- 
stage. lution devices could so far with- 
The government's 24 priority stand the heavy rains and we 
mining projects have generated have recommended that they be 
$494.57 million in actual invest- allowed to progress to the next 
ments and employed 5,675 peo- stage." 
plein the first half ofthe year,ac- According to Lafayette chief 
cording to the MGB. executive officer and president 
‘The government is eyeing ato- Carlos G. Dominguez, as soon as 
tal of $6.4 billion in mining in- the firm passes the test, “our next 
vestments from the 24 priority step would be to seek permission 
projects all over the Philippines. from the DENR to allow us to go 
The Anoyo administration, full steam with production.” 
through the Department of Envi- Lafayette voluntarily suspend- 
ronment and Natural Resources, ed its operations last year follow. 
is aggressively promoting mining ing two incidents of cyanide spill 
as the propeller of economic at its mine site on Rapu Rapu is- 
growth despite concerns raised Jandl. 
byreligious, indigenousandenvi- The DENR later lifted the sus- 
ronmentalist groups. pension on Lafayette’s opera- 
Yesterday, Lafayette an- tions. 


NTC clarifies rule on new FM radio stations 


By Riza T. Olchondra was greatly benefiting from the com- 
munity news and programming that 
THE NATIONAL TELECOMMU these stations were providing. It also 
nications Commission has as- noted that the low transmitter pow- 
sured member-stations of the er required by these stations would 


X Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster ng reduce the costs of broadcast opera- 


Pilipinas that the agency's order tors wanting to penetrate remote ar- 
allowing the establishment of easinthe county 
more community radio stations ‘The NTC said it would allow 
in the country would not affect the operation of low-power sta- 
the existing stations’ viability, tions only in areas still not served 
‘The commission on July 7,2006 by Class A and B broadcasters. 
issued Memorandum Circular 02- The agency also came up with a 
(06-2006, which allowed the estab- list of areas where new low-power 
lishment of more low-power radio FM stations would not be allowed, 
stations in the country noting that traditional FM radio 
‘The KBR however, expressed stations were already established 
concern that the establishment of there. The list includes Metro 
new stations could threaten the Manila; Bangued, Abra; Baguio 
viability of existing stations that City; Laoag City, Ilocos Norte; Vi- 
were already hard-pressed to gan, Ilocos Sur; San Fernando, La 
compete with nontraditional Union; Dagupan City, Pangasinan; 
channels, such as the Internet Tuguegarao, Cagayan; Cauayan, 
and billboards for market share Isabela; Santiago, Isabela; Bay- 
and advertising revenue. ombong, Nueva Vizcaya; Solano, 
Inanexplanatory memoon the Nueva Vizcaya; Cabanatuan City, 
guidelines and technical stan- Nueva Ecija; San Fernando, Pam- 
dards for $00-watt FM stations, panga; Mabalacat, Pampanga; 
the NTC said it would limit the Tarlac City, Tarlac; Olongapo City, 
number of new radio stations to Zambales; SBMA, Zambales; San 
200 to avoid saturating the FM Pablo City, Laguna; Lipa City; 
market, It stressed that only 30 Batangas City; Laurel, Batangas, 
stations would be allowed toop- and Puero Princesa City, 
erate in the same province. Palawan. 
‘The NTC said there were 139 Existing low-power FM radio 
Jow-power FM radio stations in op- stations will be allowed to contin- 
eration and thatthe listening public ue operating where they are. 


PSALM says officers 
ready t to return bonus 


Management 


Association ofthe 4.8 
Philippines 


present 
Dinner Forum for CEOs and Business Leaders with 


Dr. Rick Warren 


author of the best-selling book 
PURPOSE - DRIVEN LIFE 


“Stewardship of Influence and Affluence”. 
‘Tuesday, 25 July 2006, 6:00 PM, Rizal Ballroom, Makati Shangri-La 


By Abigail L. Ho 


MEMBERS OF POWER SECTOR ASSETS 
and Liabilities Management Corp. (PSALM) 
are willing to give back the P6.4-million cor- 
porate variable incentive award (CVIA) that 
they got in 2004, if they will be told so, 

“Effective governance entails recogni- 
tion of merit. However, if the final judicial 
determination specifies that PSALM does 
not deserve or does not have legal basis for 
granting the CVIA, it will abide by the final 
determination and implement the appro- 
priate ruling on the matter,” PSALM presi- 
dent Nieves Osorio said in a statement yes- 
terday. 

The militant Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan (Bayan) had scored PSALM for 
giving out a P10-million performance 


You will benefit tremendously from this 
encounter with Dr. Rick Warren as his message 
will allow you to act. He will challenge us to 
reach further in life and make a difference In 
this world. His insight wil bring new revelation 


and opportunity to us for the future. You will 
definitely leave the Forum changed, and with 
a new zeal in your soul; ready to impact your 
world. You have been blessed to be a blessing 
to others, 


I Dr, Warren's wife, MS. KAY WARREN, 
f| Author, Teacher and Costounder or 
Saddleback Church and Acts of 

Mercy, wil speak before MAP on 24 

ly 2006, Monday, 12:00 Noon, Grand 

Barom, Hote! nter-Continental Mala, er topie 
willbe “HOW TO BE JOYFUL NO MATTER WHAT" 


ps Fax tothe ; 
MAP Secretariat via 761-1184 


anni 
The July 24-28 penis ara 


wefie please ai 75424448 TE sa! 


eer 


Madia sponsors: 


ioe ana 
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Bonus to its employees, allegedly as an in 
centive for selling the 600-megawatt 
(MW) Masinloc coal-fired power plant in 
Zambales. 

Osorio, however, said the P6.4-million in- 
centive, and not P10 million as the militant 
group claimed, was not solely for the Masin- 
Joc plant sale. 

“Masinloc was not the only key result area 
for 2004. It was bid out in December 2004 
and while it was the largest plant to be bid 
our, it was only one of six plants that were bid 
out that year. PSALM had made other signifi- 
cant achievements, which the PSALM board 
rightfully recognized,” she said. 

“privatization has various stages, each 
composed of sets of activities that require sig- 
nificant amounts of time and effort, regard- 
less of the size of the plant. Hard work has 
been put in before an asset can be placed in 
the auction block,” she added. 
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{uith apologies to Amos Oz) 


By Tiffany Limsico 
2BU! Correspondent 


DATES ARE USUALLY THE FIRST TO GO. 
Players’ names, maybe even scores, all fall 
away over the years, but fans continue to re- 
member in excruciating detail how their lives 
revolved around particular games or seasons. 

‘At UAAP games to date, I have been picked 
out of the crowd to smile for a product spot dur- 
inga timeout, have auditioned as a courtside re- 
porter (and botched it), have been grounded 
and almost got fired—all for the love of the 
game. Yes, am that kind of fan. 

“But for every fan who can recall his or her fa- 
vorite moments is one other person who just 
doesn't get it, The UAAP college basketball is es- 
pecially open to derision and ridicule: how 
these players would not even last a minute in an 
NBA court, how athletes are given preferential 
treatment in their respective academes, how 
predictable the games have become over the 
years. 

‘This year marks the fifth year 1 have reli- 
siously followed the UAAP college basketball 1 
used to insist I am not one of those aging alum- 
nae who demonstrate their belligerence against 
bumbling players and referee calls alike by 
shouting expletives (as if their opinion counted) 
and making themselves heard above the inces- 
sant buzz ofa basketball game. 

After all, 1 am an aberration in the typical 
profile of a UAAP basketball fan: None of my 
family is an alumnus of the UAAP schools. Nor 
can I play basketball. 

Defense for my secret shame comes by way 
of a line in Nick Homby’s ultimate fan testimo- 
nial, "Fever Pitch.” Although I can't tell Manch- 
ester United from Arsenal, I hear myself in this: 
“So, please be tolerant of those who describe a 
sporting moment as their best ever. We do not 
Tack imagination, nor have we had sad and bar- 
ren lives; it is just that real life is paler, duller, 
and contains less potential for unexpected delir- 

1 know someone who bought a General Ad- 
mission ticket at Araneta Coliseum and every 
time the crowd would erupt after a three-point 
shot, she'd jump over one barricaded section to 
the next. By the time the game was over, she 
was celebrating victory along with the team on 
the court. 

Tve realized there should be no delineation 
between erstwhile fans and eternal ones. There 
is, after all, only one kind of fan: he or she who 
is intensely, sometimes blindly loyal, hopelessly 
devoted but also always hopeful. 

Being a fan means being an eternal optimist, 
and I believe the best fans are those rooting for 
novso-stellar teams, the ones that are consi 
tently inconsistent, who show surprising mo- 
ments of brilliance amid the drudgery of their 
games, 


tohat makes you a Rock Stay? 


ARE YOU LIVING THE ROCK N’ 
roll life? 

2bU! is letting you in on the “Rock St 
‘Supernova’ craze! Unleash your inner rock 
star and get a chance to win exclusive pre- 
mium items from Star World’s top-rating 
reality TV show. 

Send in your most recent photo at a 
rockin’ gig and tell us in five sentences or 
less: "What makes your life rock?” All en- 
tries must be e-mailed to rockstar_2bu@ya- 
hhoo.com—just don’t forget to include all the 
juicy details (date, place, gig/band). 

Each week, three rocked out readers will 
win cool prizes from "Rock Star: Supernova” 
and have their winning entries published in 
upcoming 2bUI issues. So go ahead and 
rock our world, you know you want tol 

“Rock Star: Supernova” airs live, exclu- 
sively on Star World every Tuesdays (8:30 
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Being a fan means being 
an eternal optimist, 

and | believe the best 
fans are those rooting 
for not-so-stellar teams, 
the ones that are 
consistently inconsistent 


Much like life. We don’t stick around because 
its always a walk in the park. I's the sudden re- 
prieves that diminish the daily brick-work. 


Possibility of transcendence 

Stephen Dunn is one of my favorite poets, in 
part because he lends some credibility to this 
obsession. Aside from being a former profes- 
sional basketball player, he is also a Puliteer 
Prize-winning poet. In his essay, “Basketball and 
Poetry: The Two Riches,” he writes, “Perhaps 
basketball and poetry have just a few things in 
common, but the most important is the: 
ity of transcendence.” 

Basketball—or any sporting event, for that 
rmatter—gives the upstart a chance to become a 
hero overnight, for a team plagued by endless 
drought to be blessed by sudden championship 


fan will tell you that any sporting event 
is about being part of something larger than 
one's self. Fan is also “fanaticus,” meaning “per 

taining toa temple, inspired by a god.” Yes, faith 
and fanaticism, whether religious or not, have 
always been good bedfellows. 

Once, after one excruciating los, 1 bumped 
into an old college acquaintance. It was by shar- 
‘ng our mutual compulsion tosit in a comer and 
mope about the game that I fekt I finally con 
nected with him. 

Fandom is always in the collective. I's always 
we fans, not that fan or those crazy fans. And 
basketball is a team sport. We fans need every 
cheer, every clap and yell we can get. 

‘At season's end each year, I am convinced 
that I have had it with college basketball I cell 
myself that this is the last year T'd be watching 
the UAAP games. Fewer friends want ro accom- 
pany me every year, and my parents remind me 
thar I may just be geting too old for this. 

But resistance is futile when I remain adic. 
ed to the exhilaration of a near-perfect UAAP 
victory to the highest highs and lowest lows ofa 
two-hour span, to how possibilities are enlarged 
in every gam 

Nor just for the teams, but for every fan who 
livesin the moment. 


am.) and Wednesdays (8 am.), with 
primetime broadcasts at 8 p.m. on the same 
day. 
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GET BONUS LOAD, PLUS A CHANCE TO WIN A FREE CELLPHONE ! 


‘Mula ngayon till September 15,2008 pwede kang makakuha ng bonus P60 load sa unang PADALA 
ngiyong Western Union Gold Card. PLUS may chance ka pa to win a Motorola C261 celiphone! Call 
888-1200 for Metro Manila or CALL FREE 1-800-1-888-1200 outside Metro Manila for more detail 


Promo is for first time use only. 
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WHITE halter from Wildflow 


is a 


SEVEN Dials’ bolero, P795 


SEVEN Dials’ embellishedskirt, STRIPED skirt from Souk, P3,000 SOMETHING fishy. Skirt from 


Marni’s Room/Souk, P1,650 


f 
| 


pain Breen 


t er 
| TOP-SLASH-DRESS from 
Dials, P995 


evon AFTER Eight dress, P3490 


SHIRT with flower cutouts from 
Free Peoplo, P2,175 


=] By Pam Pastor 


Photos by Romy Homillada 


"S A RAMP LIKE NO 
other. At Crossings De- 
partment Store's The 

| Ramp, fashion fans don't 
get to watch models strut 
by in beautiful clothes, they 
get to:put together outfits 
for themselves, 

Tts, current lineup of 
brands is an eclectic 
mix—local and foreign, 
western and oriental, ca: 
sual and formal, afford- 
able and, wel, a little less 
affordable, 

‘The variety is good, because 
the racks offer different finds for ev- 
ery person, every taste and occa- 

There's Running Bare from Aus- 
tralia, which offers workout and yo- 
ga clothes, There's Purr, again from 
Australia, which gives casual clothes 
a sexy twist. There's QQSML from 
Indonesia, which is feminine and 
fliny. There's After Eight—a line of 
breathtakingly beautiful pieces 
(with an extra dose of drama) from 
Debbie Co. There's Hywell Angeles! 
Seven Dials which we love for the 
unique pattems, exotic prints, body- 
friendly cus and value for money. 


RUFFLED wrap-around from Faith 
Hope Love, P1,090 


There's Richie Ortega’s United Pop, 
which is fun and funky. For office 
‘wear with an edge, there's Tina Sil- 
va-Navarro's Rocco, The beloved 
Souk has also found another home 
at The Ramp. 

Other brands in the area include 
Free People, Buffalo, Wildflower, 
Dressing Room and CMGlam, 

Faith Hope and Love, Crossings’ 
in-house brand which 'is situated 

just behind The Ramp, also of- 
fers affordable fashion. Sal- 
sa Trends, as the name 

ASEA suggests, is sexy and col- 

J orul. 


PINKI 
P1,295 


Photo shootshavetwo È 


effects on the Fashion 
Freaks. Sometimes, being 
surrounded by so many 
clothes, accessories and shoes 
makes us feel like we're all shopped 
out, Other times, shoots ignite our 
desire to buy—and that’s exactly 
‘what happened at The Ramp. We 
wanted to buy everything. 
‘That's a pretty good sign, we 
think. 


The Ramp is at Crossings Depar- 
ment Store in Edsa. Visit www.cross- 
ings.com.ph. 


Do you want the Fashion Freaks to 
visit your store or check out your 
wares? Email us at thefashionf- 
reaks@yahoo.com 


DRESS from Faith Hope Love, Ff 
baa 


‘SHOE-PRINT dress from After 
Eight, P2,590 


Robinsons Gallena Flagship Store 


wwwrdscom;ph Valtermart Malis | Nepo Malis | Tutuban:Center | Metropolis Stat Alabang | Festival Mall Alabang 
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Raffle promo winner kE D G S2 
NICOLAS VERGARA OF NE- H 2 
gros Oriental is the grand g 
prize winner of Max Factors 
“Tis the Season to be Daz- 
zling” raffle promo, an exclu- 
! sive tie-up with Watson's. 
‘Vergara won a P100,000 worth of gift 
certificates for a shopping spree at Wat- ling department (FROM LEFT) Max Factor “’Tis the Season to be Dazzling” promo winner 


stores nation- 
+ son's and SM Department Stores. ‘Wide and is exclusively distributed by Nicolas Vergara,sister Ria Tungpaian, Rustan Marketing Corp. PR manager Eliza 
Participants qualified by buying Rustan Marketing Corporation. Gotico and Max Factor brand manager Erica Espiritu = 
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Od 
BEAUTIFUL top from After Eight, 


snes j ‘{ This means that odor-causing bacteria 
are floating above, and around you, long 
after you use the toilet. 


Aside from bathrooms, odor-causing bacteria usually float around 

laundry rooms, garbage areas and pet areas. Since they’re in the air, they 

simply can’t be washed or scrubbed away. To fight these microorganisms 

Kills in the air, you need BayFresh Air Sanitizer. With its revolutionary T.E.G. 
Odor Cavs’, formula, BayFresh Air Sanitizer eliminates foul odors and musty smells 

beerain "at the source! Keep the air you breathe at home smelling fresh and clean. 


i raana | Kill odor-causing bacteria with BayFresh Air Sanitizer. 
Me 
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BayFresh Air Sanitizer. Cleans the air you breathe. 


‘Tum your receipts into cash with the Equitable Card Multi-Purpose -Payy Installment Plan 


eirbsrse your vavel, school, and ther expenses and pay on instalment for as low as 1.25% por month for 12 months 
You can also choosa irom our exibia payment terms of 3, 6, 18 and 24 months. J 
Hurl Apply now and tum your receipts Into cash! 


@ 867-7977 
1-800-188-3264 (Domestic Toll-Free) 
Paidforthevecaton, the tutlon fees, andatheraxpenses. Siop worming. Start reimbursingi kaati Eason pka 


The very 
portable 
Sony DSC- 
W50 lives 
up to its 
slogan, 
‘Avoid 
taking 
blurry 
pictures’ 


By Gabriel H. Mercado 
2bU! Contributor 


HO WOULDN'T WANT 
al, pretty to look at and 


boasting some of the highest tech 
all in one device? 

‘These were the questions 1 couldn't help 
ask while 1 used the Sony DSC-W50 for a full 
week, and, boy, did T use it a lot. Weighing at 
only 4.7 oz, approximately the weight of a 
pack of cards and about slighty larger than 
that, I slipped it on one of those sturdy neck- 
laces press people get a lot of in trade shows, 
and I had an instant memory machine 
‘wrapped around my neck, ready for taking 
pictures whenever anything even remotely in- 


HILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LIFESTYLE 


Shot- -happy and click-ready camera 


teresting comes up. 

‘And this is where its features set in, specifi- 
cally how quickly it wakes up from completely 
off to ready.-to-shoot. At the flick of the lever 
on top, | approximate around 1.5 to two sec- 
‘nds before you have it ready to fire. Around 
the same time as well, for you to get ready 
yourself, by finding a good area and making 
Sure you've got everything focused and inside 
your shot. 

‘The DSC-WS0 slogan on Sonystyle.com is 
“Avoid taking blurry pictures," highlighting its 
now famous Carl Zeiss Vario-Tessar lens. In 
the heat of a moment, while you're trying to 
get everybody into a shot, or from the passen- 
ger seat of a car, or when a baby its first step, 
you've no time to fiddle with settings; you can 
only hope that whatever you take a snapshot 
of comes out well 


The beauty of life, right before your eyes. 
But can you see it clearly? Better test yourself. 


Sill wearing glasses even 
‘er your colorct surgery? 


Sill need reading glosses 
aven afiar your LASIK Surgery? 


YesO NoO 
YesO NoQ 


Sill waiting for a revolutionary 


LASIK Surgery Ihat con give 
you good Far ond Reading 


YesO NoO 


Vision on both eyes? 


IF you answer yes fo any of the above questions, 
then hurry ond coll us... We have the solut 
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SONY psc-w50 


Use it for what it’s for 

Its important to note, however, that while 
the DSC-W50 is good at certain tasks, it's not 
perfect for all, The DSC:W5O is Sony's 6.0 
megapixel entry into the point-and-shoot cat- 
gory, which distinguishes itself by being very 
easy to use and portable, among others. 

‘These are the type of cameras specifically 
for the fashion and lifestyle category. The 
ones most likely found around the necks or in 
the bag of a person who likes to take shots of 
events and people, usually indoors or in low 
light, and usually not farther than 10 ft or so 
from the one taking the shot. 

So if you like to party and attend events, 
take pictures of people like friends and family, 
or even the odd item like a bag, dress or some- 
thing you want to buy or show your friends 
while at the mall, then the DSC-WSO is per- 
fect. You can whip it out quickly and quietly, 
and not create too much of a fuss as you cap- 
ture the moment, You can then just as quickly 
tum it off while slipping it into your bag or 
pocket without missing a beat, continuing 
Your conversation with your partner as you 
do. 

At home, the installed software will auto- 
matically recognize the DSC-W50 once con- 
nected via USB, and will download the pic- 
tures for you. You can also edit it a bit. Once 
ready, it can be quickly e-mailed to friends, or 
uploaded to an online gallery ahd pasted on 
your blog I's so quick and easy that you won't 
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even know high technology is working for you 
which is just the way it’s supposed to be. 

If, however, you need to take many pictures 
outdoors, with the subject moving quickly, in 
a great distance, and too large, then you 
would need to look at other Sony Digicam 
products. Remember that camera manufac 
turers like Sony do not necessarily equate 
higher-end models with better quality pi 
tures. Like many other technology products. 
it's a matter of matching the intended use 
with the gadget at hand, and it's no less diffe 
ent with digicams. 


A-camera 

The Sony DSC-W50 had a few flimsy plastir 
parts, namely the button for taking a shot an 
the cover of the battery, which if you're not 
careful, may come off if you pull it out of a bas 
too quickly Otherwise, it offers the quality 
and ease of use that you've come to expert 
from Sony, especially with how easy itis 10 
change settings midstream, which is crucial 
when you need to take "in the moment" snap 
shots 

‘The DSC-W5O is available in silver, but 1 
recommend the luscious black like the on 
lent to me, which looks very sophisticated anı! 
will also work with anything you wear. 1 give 
this one an A overall—yet another sure win 
ner from Sony, providing fun, easy use for 
many years to come like many of its products 
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Beauty Bar 
Lush 


Burberry 
Anne Kiein 
Natori 


Charro! 
Bally 


‘Yves Saint Laurent 


MakeRoom 
Episode 

Mex 

Ecco 

Jessica 

DKNY 

Nine Wese 

Kate Spade 

Bottega Veneta 

x ~ Enzo Angiolini 
N OD Fruts & Passion 
` Chinese Laundry 
Laundry by Sheli Segal 
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You're in good hands with @ernosanx 


